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Gradual Shifts in ltalian Jewish Reality from the Middle Ages
to the Early Modern Period (16t Century)

Jewish Population becomes concentrated in Northern Italy
Move from Southern Italy & from abroad (Germanic & Iberian lands)

Jewish Study of Science: Gradual Evolution from Hebrew to Vernacular = Italian
Sephardi works in Italy, being processed; with Iberian Expulsion, no new ones

Church Censorship of Hebrew Writings
Some Censors & other Christian Clergy are Jewish Apostates / Christian Converts

Establishing of Ghettos
Venice unique case: came soon after permission to settle there

Gerson Soncino’s sons (1520) and later Gerson himself (1527) move printing operation from Italy
to Turkey

Anti-Jewish industry regulations; censorship
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In the middle ages, there were Jewish
communities throughout the length
and breadth of the peninsula

Note: Sicily, including its Jewish
communities, was then culturally
different from ltaly: Islamicate / Arabic



Italian Manuscript-Family of a Sephardic Work:

Abraham bar Hayya’s calendrical work, composed by a Sephardi in France, 1123
Italian family: surviving copies from late 13t — 15t centuries.
The Italian family: Good quality, user-friendly, & shares unique conventions:
Section highly self-censored in all manuscripts: Discussion of Christianity & its calendar

Italian immediate who follow after the |it being the case that |they calculate their |... Edom who hold

worshiped one, holidays (HGG) and | fast to the religion of
their fast on the basis | the worshiped one,
it being the case with [ei il ... Edom who are
drawn after the
teaching of Jesus,
... Edom who count

Italian cousin who are drawn after
the teaching of Jesus, them that

Ashkenazi 2500 who count after ‘that it being the case with they calculate, on the

one’, them that basis of him, their after ‘that one’,
festivals ('YD ) and
their fast.
Paris 1047 who are drawn after it being the case with they calculate, on the X
the incarnate one them that basis of him, their
holidays (HGG) and
JTS 2596 the Christians it being the case that o o fi R -
who err after the - their festivals (YD) ... Edom the wicked,
crucified one and their fast. who err after the

crucified one
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The Italian Immediate family identifies BAV Urbinati 48

the founder of Christianity as ‘the
worshiped one’, Heb. ha-ne ‘ebad / 7avar.
Most members of the immediate Italian
family (excepting two related late MSS:
BL 10538 & Neofiti 30) often contain a
symbol above the middle letter, thus:
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Isaac Israeli’s Yesod Olam, completed Toledo 1310
Treats Math, Astronomy, (Jewish) Calendar

Version 4 survives in 2 Manuscripts:
1. MS: Biblioteca Palatina Cod. Parma 3165: Sephardic 14t — 15% century.
2. MS: Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek Cod. Hebr. 35: Venice, 1551.
What is their relation?

MS no. 1, line 2, word-split: IN7___ 120l
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MS no. 2, word-split: IN7-120I 7 v]‘—’n‘ ©) 2
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Main text: 14th - 15th century Sephardic Gloss: Probably Italian, 15t C
"NXN W7 N712VN IR 271N RINE)
Editorial work done in DN DY1D NNXN NYZ1aUN 21009
ItaIy on Hebrew XIN D'YN'NN 'R 721 N7 NT DY

: - DI'NY D'P7N W7 NNIX 271N
scientific works & "oa1.ATY AT DY

manuscripts from lberia Alternate version: [...] it divides the circle into two halves
and the diameters of a single circle all are
Parma 3165, folio 6b, detail equal to one another; but each one of the chords
divides it into two parts that are not
equal to one another. [And the line ...]



Munich 35, folio 350b, detail:
... Finished & Completed
Praise to the Eternal God
Copied by the youngest of the
?printers?, namely Ezra of
Fano ..., son of ... Isaac of Fano
... in Venice, in the Year ‘he
shall receive ('N'w'' =311 AM =
1551 CE) a blessing from the
Lord’ (W 24:5), Beginning of
the month of Nisan
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EZRA BEN ISAAC OF FANO (16% & 17 centuries)
« Chief Rabbi Laureate of Mantua
« Kabbalist; pupil of the kabbalist Israel Saruk
« Among his pupils: Menahem Azariah da Fano, Jacob the Levite, and Issachar Baer
Eulenburg
« Possessor of valuable manuscripts
« some of which he edited and annotated
* Venice, 1602: published collection of small treatises by Hai Gaon
 Mantua, 1613: Co-edited, from manuscript, Midrash Tanhuma, with addenda
« Wrote legal decisions, letters, notes to kabbalistic works

* some published
(Extracted from the Jewish Encyclopedia)

If this Rabbi is the same as our scribe, then we can fill in the earlier history and add:
Venice, 1551: completed copy of Isaac Israeli’'s Yesod Olam
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British Library, MS Or. 1056

Calculation of the Motions [of the Stars] (Sefer Heshbon |
ha-Mahalakot / n127nnn j1awn 190), by Abraham Bar
Hayya, Spain, 11th — 12t c,

Main text scribed 13th — 14th ¢,
Glosses scribed 16t c.

Note that the bottom left quadrant is restored on I
different paper, with a different type of Hebrew script: = -
Original: Sephardic;
Restored quadrant: Italian.
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British Library, MS Or. 4597

Same as the previous work, but with a fuller title: Shape of the Earth, Structure of the Heavenly

Spheres, and the Order of the Motions of their Stars (Sefer Surat ha-Ares, va-Tabnit Kaddure ha-

Ragia‘, va-Seder Mahalak Kokabehem / Dn'a>1> 717nn 2701 Y730 MITD NN YIRN NIIX 190)
Entirely in Italian Hebrew Hands; Main text scribed 14t — 15th ¢

Here: the fixed stars, called ‘the settled <constant> stars’ / <D'm"7n> D'aWIIn 01310
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In the foreign language [viz., Italian] this means '0'S *7'00 / stelle X7v 7" 09 "'00 1"V '
fisse [ the fixed stars, intending to say that they do not draw apart x7x ny92a Dy9> It IT 17NN
from one another from time to time. Rather, the distance D717 DN NIY RONN
between them is forever constant.
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Folio 5a, detail:

Hebrew Nlwmn |9IX (= equator, lit. ‘wheel of equating’) translated into Italian, but in Latin
letters: ‘equatore’ (unlike Italian translation above, which is in Hebrew letters): by a bilingual
user; or by one of the 3 censors (see next slide)?
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Dominico lrosolo[mi]tano (c. 1550 —
c. 1620; (Venice, 1578-927)), before
his apostasy from Judaism /
conversion to Christianity known as
Rabbi Dr Samuel Vivas, from the

Land of Israel. ey N B ¢
s
) el D
/ y
A5 4 Ot‘w‘:. =y e a3, U ;,J

@ominico Carretto 1625
S /'(\{ ‘:,{-_ ‘ ----.

.



There is a doubt ?

regarding the R R G-
words of the ga:n”;::r:;aaft;:
Prince (= the title | ghws nash ssre o )ﬁ
of the author) ‘ng;;%ﬁ’ﬁ
here, for |

according to the
words of all the
scientists ... and
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Isaac Israeli, Yesod
Olam, copied in

Spain?, late 14t ¢

BAV Neofiti 31.
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‘This manuscript was
presented by the
convert Ugo
Boncompagni (né
Solomon

Corcos in Rome) to the
College of the
Neophytes in 1602’

B. Richler, Hebrew
Manuscripts in the
Vatican Library, p. 552
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For further reading:

Sandman, Israel. “The Transmission of Sephardic Scientific
Works in ltaly” in Texts in Transit in the Medieval Mediterranean
(eds. Y. Tz. Langermann and R. G. Morrison) (2016, Pennsylvania
State University Press).

Wartenberg, llana. “The Discovery of a Fragment of Isaac Ha-
Israeli’s Yesod ‘Olam in the Cairo Genizah” Zutot, 9 (1), 51-58.



