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Timeline: 

 3338 - 423 BCE:The First BeisHamikdash Was Destroyed. 
 3390 - 371 BCE: Zerubavel Led the Return to EretzYisrael. 
 3391 – 370 BCE: Building of the Second BeisHamikdash commenced, then halted. 
 3392 – 369 BCE: Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus. (Esther, 1:1) 
 3395-366 BCE: 

1. In the third year of his reign, he made a banquet.(Ibid, 1:3) 
2. The king did according to the word of Memuchan. (Ibid 1:21) 
3. And the king's young men, his servants, said, "Let them seek for the king young maidens 

of comely appearance.” (Ibid, 2:1) 
 3399-362 BCE: 

1. Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, to his royal house in the tenth month, which is the 
month of Teveth, in the seventh year of his reign. (Ibid, 2:16) 

2. Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's chamberlains, of the guards of the threshold, 
became angry and sought to lay a hand on King Ahasuerus. (Ibid,2:21) 

 3404-357 BCE: Esther Took action against Haman’s decree.  
1. Rosh Chodesh Nissan: 

O King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite and 
advanced him. (Ibid, 3:1) 

O In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King 
Ahasuerus, one cast the pur-that is the lot-before Haman.(Ibid, 3:7) 

2. 13th of Nissan: 
O And the king's scribes were summoned in the first month, on the thirteenth day 

thereof, and it was written according to everything that Haman had ordered.(Ibid, 
3:12) 

O And Mordecai knew all that had transpired.(Ibid, 4:1) 

Purim: 
Everything You Wanted To Know 
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3. 14th – 16th: 
O Neither eat nor drink for three days, day and night.(Ibid, 4:16) 

4. 15th: 
O Esther clothed herself regally, and she stood in the inner court of the king's 

house.(Ibid, 5:1)  
O let the king and Haman come today to the banquet that I have prepared. (Ibid, 5:4)  
O Then Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, and he neither rose nor stirred 

because of him, Haman was filled with wrath against Mordechai. (Ibid, 5:9) 
O Let them make a gallows fifty cubits high.(Ibid, 5:14) 

5. 16th: 
O On that night, the king's sleep was disturbed.(Ibid, 6:1) 
O "So shall be done to the man whom the king wishes to honor!" (Ibid, 6:11)  
O And they hanged Haman on the gallows.(Ibid, 7:10) 
O And the king took off his ring, which he had removed from Haman and gave it to 

Mordechai.(Ibid, 8:2)  
6. 23 Sivan: 

O And the king's scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month-that is the 
month of Sivan-on the twenty-third day thereof.(Ibid, 8:9)  

O And Mordecai left the king's presence with royal raiment, blue and white and a huge 
golden crown and a wrap of linen and purple, and the city of Shushan shouted and 
rejoiced. (ibid, 8:15) 

 3405-356 BCE: 
1. 13 Adar - And in the twelfth month-which is the month of Adar-on the thirteenth day 

thereof, when the king's order and his edict drew near to be put into execution, on the 
day that the Jews' enemies looked forward to ruling over them, it was reversed, the 
Jews should rule over their enemies. (Ibid, 9:1) 

2. 14 Adar:  
O Now the Jews who were in Shushan assembled on the fourteenth day of Adar as 

well (Ibid, 9:15)  
O And the rest of the Jews...rested on the fourteenth thereof (Ibid, 9:16-17) 

3. 15 Adar: And the Jews who were in Shushan...rested on the fifteenth thereof, and made 
it a day of feasting and joy. (Ibid, 9:18) 

 3406 – 355 BCE:  
1. Now, Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew wrote down all [the 

acts of] power, to confirm the second Purim letter. (Ibid, 9:29) 
 3408 – 353 BCE: Building of the Second BeisHamikdash was resumed.  
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 3412-349 BCE The Second BeisHamikdash was completed. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Notes: 

 
1) If one reads the Meggilah backwards, he has not performed his obligation. 

(Megillah, 17:A) 

 
2) You shall remember what Amalek did to you on the way, when you went out of 

Egypt...you shall obliterate the remembrance of Amalek from beneath the heavens. 
You shall not forget! 

(Deuteronomy,25:17 & 19) 

 

3) "Speak to the children of Israel, and have them take for Me an offering; from every 
person whose heart inspires him to generosity, you shall take My offering...And this is 
the offering that you shall take from them: gold, silver, and copper; 

(Exodus, 25:2-3) 

 

4) Like the days upon which the Jews were relieved of their enemies, and the month which 
had been transformed for them from one of sorrow to joy, from mourning to festivity--to 
make them days of feasting, rejoicing,sending food portions one to another and 
giving gifts to the poor. 

(Esther, 8:22) 
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5) And these days are remembered and observed in every generation, by every family, 
in every province and every city. And these days of Purim will never pass from among 
the Jews, nor shall their memory depart from their descendants. 

(Esther, 8:28) 

6) Therefore, they called these days Purim after the name pur; therefore, because of all the 
words of this letter, and what they saw concerning this matter, and what happened to 
them. 

(Esther, 9:26) 

7) The Jews had light and joy, and gladness and honor.  
(Esther, 8:16) 

8) Give to anyone who sticks out a hand on Purim 

(Maimonides, Meggilah, 2:16) 

9) Raba said: It is the duty of a man to mellow himself [with wine] on Purim until he 
cannot tell the difference between cursed be Haman' and 'blessed be 
Mordecai'.Rabbah and Rabbi Zera joined together in a Purim feast. They became 
mellow, and Rabbah arose and cut Rabbi Zera's throat. On the next day he prayed on his 
behalf and revived him. Next year he said, will your honor come and we will have the 
Purim feast together. He replied: A miracle does not take place on every occasion. 

10) (Meggilah, 7:B) 

 

 


