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Making Space

The chassidic concept of tzimtzum and its applications in our service of G-d
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In the past, with every Chassidic teaching that one heard... one could act, because there is
no Chassidic teaching in which one cannot find something to draw down to oneself. ..
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Just as water reflects the face that looks into it, so does the heart of a person reflect the love
shown by their friend.
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Such is the common nature in the character of every man even when they are equal in
status. How much more so when a great and mighty king shows his great and intense love
for a commoner who is despised and lowly among men, a disgraceful creature cast on the
dunghill, yet he [the king] comes down to him from the place of his glory, together with all
his retinue, and raises him and exalts him from his dunghill and brings him into his palace,
the royal palace, in the innermost chamber, a place such as no servant nor lord ever enters,
and there shares with him the closest companionship with embraces and kisses and spiritual
attachment with all heart and soul—how much more will, of itself, be aroused a doubled and
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redoubled love in the heart of this most common and humble individual for the person of
the king, with a true attachment of spirit, heart and soul, and with infinite heartfelt sincerity.
Even if his heart be like a heart of stone, it will surely melt and become water, and his soul
will pour itself out like water, with soulful longing for the love of the king.
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In a manner corresponding in every detail to the said figure and image but to an infinitely
greater degree, has the Lord our G-d dealt with us. For His greatness is beyond
comprehension, and He pervades all worlds and transcends all worlds; and from the holy
Zohar, as also from our Master Rabbi Isaac Luria of blessed memory, it is known of the
infinite multitude of hechalot and worlds, and of the countless myriads of angels in each
world and hechal. So does the Gemara note, "It is written: 'Is there any numbering of His
hosts?' Yet, it is also written: 'A thousand thousands minister unto Him, and ten thousand
times ten thousand stand before Him."..." The discrepancy is explained by the answer, "A
thousand thousands,... is the quota of one 'troop' but His troops are innumerable." Yet,
before Him, all of them are accounted as nothing at all and are nullified in their very
existence, just as one word is truly nullified in relation to the essence and being of the
articulate soul whilst the utterance was still held in its [faculty of] thought, or in the will and
desire of the heart, as has been explained above at length.

All these [angels] ask: "Where is the place of His glory?" And they answer: "The whole earth
is full of His glory," that is, His people, Israel. For the Holy One, blessed be He, forsakes the
higher and lower creatures choosing none of them but Israel His people, whom He brought
out of Egypt— "The obscenity of the earth," the place of filth and impurity— "Not through
the agency of an angel, nor of a saraf, ... but the Holy One, blessed be He, Himself in His
glory" descended thither, as is written: "And I am come down to deliver them,..." in order to
bring them near to Him in true closeness and unity, with a truly soulful attachment on the
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level of "kisses" of mouth to mouth, by means of uttering the word of G-d, namely, the
halachah, and the fusion of spirit to spirit, namely, the comprehension of the Torah and the
knowledge of His will and wisdom, all of which is truly one [with G-d]; also with a form of
"embrace," namely, the fulfillment of the positive precepts with the 248 organs, for the 248
ordinances are the 248 "organs" of the King...
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Contemplating on the greatness of the blessed En Sof, the intelligent person [will realise]
that as His name indicates, so is He— there is no end or limit or finitude at all to the light
and vitality that diftuse from Him, may He be blessed, by His simple will, and which is
united with His blessed essence and being in perfect unity. Had the worlds descended from
the light of the blessed En Sof without "contractions," but according to a gradual descent,
from grade to grade by means of cause and effect— this world would not, in such case, have
ever been created in its present form, in a finite and limited order...
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Now, as for the intricate details of the "contractions"— this is not the place for their
explanation. But in general they are something in the nature of "occulation and
concealment" of the flow of the light and vitality, so that only an extremely minute portion
of light and vitality should illuminate and reach the lower creatures in a revealed manner, as
it were, pervading them and acting in them and animating them so that they might receive
existence ex nihilo, and be in a state of fmitude and limitation. This constitutes an
exceedingly contracted illumination, and it is considered as virtually nothing at all compared
with the quality of the limitless and infinite illumination, and there is no reference or
relationship between them, as the term "reference” is understood in values, where the figure
1 has a relevancy with the number 1,000,000, for it is one millionth part of it; but as regards
a thing which is in the realm of infinity, there is no number that can be considered relative
to it, for a billion or trillion do not attain the relevancy of the figure I in comparison with a
billion or trillion, but is veritably accounted as nothing.

So, indeed, is the quality of the contracted illumination which informs the higher and lower
worlds, acting in them and animating them— compared with the quality of the hidden and
concealed light that is of an infinite order and does not clothe itself or exercise its influence
in the worlds, to animate them in a revealed manner, but it "encompasses" them from above
and is called sovev kol almin (the "Encompasser of all Worlds"). The meaning of this is not
that it encircles and encompasses from above spatially, G-d forbid, for in spiritual matters the
category of space is in no way applicable. But the meaning is that it "Encircles and
encompasses from above" insofar as the so-called "revealed" influence is concerned, for
influence which is in the category of "revelation" in the worlds, is referred to as
"investiture", being "clothed" within the worlds, for the influence that they receive is
clothed and comprehended by them; whereas the influence which does not come within the
category of "revelation," but remains in occultation and concealment and is not
apprehended by the worlds, is not described as being "invested" but as "encircling and
encompassing..."
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Let us make it more intelligible by means of an example. When a man forms an image in his
mind of something that he has seen or sees— although the entire body and essence of that
thing, both its exterior and interior and its very core, are completely mirrored in his mind
and thought, for he has seen it or is seeing it in its entirety— this is expressed by saying that
his mind encompasses that object completely, and that thing is enveloped by his mind and
thought. But it is not encompassed in actual fact, only in the imagination of the man's

thought and mind.

The Holy One, blessed be He, however, of Whom it is written: "For My thoughts are not
your thoughts,..." surely His Thought and Mind knowing all created things, encompass each
and every created being from its beginning to its end and its inside and very core, all in
actual reality.

For example, in the case of the orb of this earth, His blessed knowledge encompasses the
entire, diameter of the globe of the earth, together with all that is in it and its deepest

interior to its lowest depths, all in actual reality. For this knowledge constitutes the vitality of
the whole spherical thickness of the Earth and its creation ex nihilo. However, it would not
have come into being as it now is, as a finite and limited thing, with an exceedingly minute
vitality sufficient for the categories of inorganic matter and vegetation, were it not for the
many powerful contractions...
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The purpose of all the "contractions" is the creation of the material human body and the
subjugation of the sitra achra, to bring about the preeminence of light supplanting
darkness— when a person elevates his divine soul and his vivifying soul together with their
garments and all the powers of the body, to G-d alone, as has been discussed earlier at
length, for this is the purpose of the descent of the worlds. To quote [again] "As water
mirrors the reflection of a face": As the Holy One, blessed be He, has, as it were, laid down
and set aside, figuratively speaking, His great infinite light, and has stored it away and
concealed it... — and all this because of His love for lowly man, in order to raise him up to
G-d, for "Love impels the flesh," how much more, and an infinite number of times more, is
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it fitting that a man also should relinquish and set aside all he possesses, both spiritually and
physically, and renounce everything in order to cleave to Him, may He be blessed, with
attachment, desire and longing, without any hindrance, within or without, neither of body
nor soul, nor money, nor wife and children.

Parenthetically —

The charge to “renounce everything” and ignore all hindrances, “of body nor soul, nor money, nor
wife and children,” should loday be taken as a rhetorical statement ofthe degree to which we should
dedicate ourselves to G-d, rather than as a practical instruction as to how we should dedicate
ourselves to G-d. As Rabbi Nochum Greenwald has argued in recent articles, while in the Liozneh
period (when Tanya was penned) R. Schneur Zalman did advocate such asceticism, he modified his
stance in the Liady period and no longer made such stridently ascetic demands ofhis Chassidim.
This modification was further developed in later generations and crystallized in the teachings and
directives of the last Rebbe, who emphasized that the Chassidic way is ultimately to raise up all
reality and all facets of human life, in their full richness, through harnessing them in the shared
service of G-d. (ER)
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Even the the very loftiest revelations, including also the light that reveals the essence, which
even transcends the first general revelation that relates to worlds (i.e. the arousal of will), is in
order that afterwards will be drawn from it (via many contractions) the ten statements with
which the world was created. Accordingly, we need to understand why were these ten
statements not drawn forth at the outset... ? Since the purpose of the emission of light that
transcends any relationship with worlds is so that afterwards light that relates to the worlds
shall be drawn from it, culminating in the ten statements with which the world was created,
the ten statements should seemingly have been drawn forth (emitted) at the very outset!?
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The explanation is that in order for the purpose of creation to fulfilled, that through their
service [of G-d] creations should become nullified [transparent] to divinity, creation had to
be in such a way that even before their service a certain preparation and readiness would
already exist in the creations for the nullification to be achieved through their service.
Therefore creation was in this way that at the outset is found light that has no relationship to
worlds, and specifically from this is drawn the light that does relate to the worlds, through
which the world is readied to become a dwelling for G-d...
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The nullification achieved in the world through the light that relates to the worlds is only
the subjugation of ego, for on the part of this light they have some relation. And the true
concept of nullification, transparency of being, is specifically achieved on the part of the
light that transcends any relationship to the worlds. Being that the purpose of creation is that
the creations shall be nullified to divinity to the ultimate degree of transparency, therefore
the light that transcends any relationship with the worlds was first emitted, and from it
specifically was drawn the light that relates to the worlds. Because through this it also carries
the light the transcends relationship to the worlds in concealed form...
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Therefore, through service [of G-d] we reveal in the ten statements (and in the world
created by them)... also the light that transcends relationship to the worlds [comparable to
the parable of the teacher and student, that through studying the details the student will
eventually come to the knowledge of his teacher, reaching the essential conception of the
teacher]. Through the revelation of this [transcendent] light, we draw into the world that it
shall be nullified to divinity to the ultimate degree, transparency of being.
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