The Jewish Pathway to Forgiveness

Lesson 1: Defining Forgiveness

The Torah says: (Leviticus 16:30), “for all of your
sins before G-d you will be purified”. Yom Kippur
forgives for sins committed against G-d. But for
sins committed against one’s fellow man Yom
Kippur does not forgive until he appeases his
fellow man.

— Mishnah, Yoma 8:9
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... Therefore, on the day prior to Yom Kippur
every man should take to heart and appease
anyone he has wronged. And even if he hurt
him with words alone, he should appease him
and ask him for forgiveness.

— Code of Jewish Law Harav,
Laws of Yom Kippur 606:1
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Even though he has paid him (for the pain
and embarrassment), he is not forgiven until
he asks him for forgiveness ...

— Mishna, Bava Kamma 8:7
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... the term “do not 51 / yachel” (Numbers
30:3) means “do not release”. To explain,
root word 9n° /yachel refers to the act of
releasing a knot, so that the knot no longer
exists. When one discovers a knotted string
and unties the knot, there is no trace of the
knot ever existing. This then is what our Sages
meant when they have said that “a Sage
retroactively annuls a vow”. In this vein, the
concept of forgiveness means that the debt
or sin is retroactively non-existent ...

— Teshuvot HaRashba M’yuchos L’haRamban #262
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n»® - Selach - Forgive

ne12 - Shelach - Send

n» - Tzelach — Success

Why was this world created with the letter
“7”? Because the letter “71” looks like an open
courtyard (on the bottom) so anyone who
wishes to leave (through sin) has the ability to
do so. And why is the (left leg of the) “7”
suspended? So that if he returns, he can be
brought back through (this opening) But let
him simply return through the same opening
(through which he left)? That is not possible.

— Talmud, Menachot 29
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Let us call and appease them. So “David
called the Giv'onim and said to them ‘what
can | do for you and how can | forgive for
(Saul’s) sin so that you will bless the heritage
of G-d’ ... but the Giv'onim said we do not
want gold or silver for what Saul and his
household have done. Nor do we want to kill
(Israelites). Let seven of Saul’s sons be given
to us and we will hang them for G-d” (Samuel
I, 21:2-6). David sought to appease them but
they were not appeased. David then said
“there are three identifying signs of the
Jewish People. They are 1) merciful, bashful,
and act kindly ... anyone who possesses these
three is fit to join the Jewish People.”

— Talmud, Yevamot 79a

AR 2IMPARD THRI RPN ,TO0EN 1P
"7 NP AR 19721 55N 77A2Y 200 TRWYN R 2ITWN
DIRW 2 2771 702 1P PR 20IWAAT 2 1R ...
DOWIR YA UYL 1N A ROR 1D PRI N2 2
7R W0 KDY O "M 0 2upRIT MIan
AW DA T TRIND WO 2R B
BT 2RI TR 12 WO 9D ... BTN YORIN

T TAIND PATAY MIND

0V M R0 —

93m% - Mechila - Forgiveness

»y - Machol - Circular Dance

Miriam, the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a
timbrel in her hand, and all the women came
out after her with timbrels and with dances.

— Exodus 15:20
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Now it came to pass when he drew closer to
the camp and saw the calf and the dances,
that Moses' anger was kindled, and he flung
the tablets from his hands, shattering them at
the foot of the mountain.

— Exodus 32:19
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"Father, blessed us, together as one"
— Siddur
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