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 Two Types of Matzah  

 

Exodus 12:8 

 ואְָכְלוּ אֶת הַבָשָר בַלַילְָה הַזֶה צְלִי אֵשׁ וּמַצּוֹת עַל מְררִֹים יאֹכְלֺהוּ 

And on this night, they shall eat the flesh, roasted over the fire, and unleavened cakes; 
with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 

 

Deuteronomy 16:3   

לֹא תאֹכַל עָלָיו חָמֵץ שִׁבְעַת ימִָים תאֹכַל עָלָיו מַצּוֹת לֶחֶם ענֹיִ כִי בְחִפָזוֹן יצָָאתָָ 
 :מֵאֶרֶץ מִצְרַיםִ לְמַעַן תִזְכרֹ אֶת יוֹם צֵאתְךָ מֵאֶרֶץ מִצְרַיםִ כלֹ ימְֵי חַייֶךָ

You shall not eat leaven with it; for seven days you shall eat with it matzoth, the bread 
of affliction, for in haste you went out of the land of Egypt, so that you shall remember 

the day when you went out of the land of Egypt all the days of your life. 

 

Maimonides: Positive Commandment # 158 

The 158th mitzvah is that we are commanded to eat matzah on the night of the 
15th of Nissan. This mitzvah applies regardless of whether or not we have 
thePesach sacrifice.  
 
The source of this commandment is G-d's statement, "In the evening [of the 15th 
of Nissan] you must eat matzos." 
 
Our Sages explicitly stated, " 'In the evening you must eat matzos' — the Torah 
establishes it as a requirement." It is explained in Pesachim that eating matzah on 
the first night of Pesach is a requirement, while afterwards it is optional.  
 
The details of this mitzvah are explained in tractate Pesachim. 
 
* See also Positive Commandment # 56 


