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Deut., Ch. 3
23. I beseeched G-d at that time, saying. 
24. “O L-rd G-d, You have begun to show Your servant Your 
greatness and Your strong hand, for who is [like] G-d in 
heaven or on earth who can do as Your deeds and Your 
might?
25. Pray let me cross over and see the good land that is on 
the other side of the Jordan, this good mountain and the 
Lebanon.”
26. But the L-rd was angry with me because of you, and He 
did not listen to me, and the L-rd said to me, “It is enough for 
you; speak to Me no more regarding this matter.  
27. Go up to the top of the hill and lift up your eyes 
westward and northward and southward and eastward and 
see with your eyes, for you shall not cross this Jordan.
28. But command Joshua and strengthen him and encourage 
him, for he will cross over before this people, and he will make them inherit the land which you will see.
I beseeched G-d at that time (3:23)
Midrash
Prayer is called by ten names: cry, howl, groan, song, encounter, stricture, prostration, judgment, beseech. 
Moses prayed 515 prayers, the numerical value of va’etchanan,  to be allowed to enter the land.
Rashi
This is one of ten terms for prayer, used when one seeks an undeserved favor. Moses could have asked 
because of his good deeds, but truly righteous people never feel that they have a claim on G-d’s mercy. 
Yalkut Shimoni
When Moses saw that the decree had been sealed against him, he went and drew a circle and sat inside it, 
and said: I am not moving from here until You nullify the decree! ... He then wrapped himself in sackcloth 
and covered himself with ashes, and stood in prayer and supplication before G-d until the heaven and 
the earth and the very laws of creation began to tremble, and said: Perhaps the time has come for G-d to 
destroy the world?...What did G-d do at that moment? He announced at every gate of every heaven that 
Moses’ prayer should not be admitted... for the voice of Moses’ prayer was like a sword that slices and 
which nothing can stop... Said Moses to G-d: “If You will not allow me to enter the land, allow me to [enter] 
as a beast of the field, which grazes on the grass and drinks water and sees the world that way -- let my 
soul be as one of those!” Said G-d: “Enough!” 
Saying
Midrash
Moses meant this as a statement to Jewish posterity, saying to them that just as he never despaired and 
continued to pray even though G-d had told him that Land was closed to him, so we should never give up 
on G-d’s mercy. The gates of tears are always open. 
You, O G-d, have begun to show Your servant Your greatness (3:24)
Midrash Rabbah
Said Moses to G-d: “Why are You doing this to me? ‘You have begun’-- You began it all by coming to me in 
a flame of fire from within the thorn bush... After raising me up, you cast me down from my greatness?” 

Parshat Vaetchanan

פרק א 
כג. ָוֶאְתַחַּנן ֶאל ה’ ָּבֵעת ַהִהוא 

ֵלאמֹר: כד. ה’ ַאָּתה ַהִחּלוָֹת ְלַהְראוֹת 
ֶאת ַעְבְּדָך ֶאת ָּגְדְלָך ְוֶאת ָיְדָך ַהֲחָזָקה ֲאֶׁשר ִמי ֵאל 

ַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ַיֲעֶׂשה ְכַמֲעֶׂשיָך ְוִכְגבּורֶֹתָך: כה. 
ֶאְעְּבָרה ָּנא ְוֶאְרֶאה ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ַהּטוָֹבה ֲאֶׁשר ְּבֵעֶבר 

ַהַּיְרֵּדן ָהָהר ַהּטוֹב ַהֶּזה ְוַהְּלָבנֹן: כו. ַוִּיְתַעֵּבר ה’ ִּבי 
ְלַמַעְנֶכם ְוֹלא ָׁשַמע ֵאָלי ַוּיֹאֶמר ה’ ֵאַלי ַרב ָלְך ַאל ּתוֶֹסף 

ַּדֵּבר ֵאַלי עוֹד ַּבָּדָבר ַהֶּזה: כז. ֲעֵלה רֹאׁש ַהִּפְסָּגה ְוָׂשא 
ֵעיֶניָך ָיָּמה ְוָצפָֹנה ְוֵתיָמָנה ּוִמְזָרָחה ּוְרֵאה ְבֵעיֶניָך ִּכי 

ֹלא ַתֲעבֹר ֶאת ַהַּיְרֵּדן ַהֶּזה: כח. ְוַצו ֶאת ְיהוֹֻׁשַע ְוַחְּזֵקהּו 
ְוַאְּמֵצהּו ִּכי הּוא ַיֲעבֹר ִלְפֵני ָהָעם ַהֶּזה ְוהּוא ַיְנִחיל 

אוָֹתם ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ִּתְרֶאה:

Why Aren’t My Prayers Answered?
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SUMMARY
• Moses teaches us to never give up on our prayers being answered. The gates of 
mercy are always open. “There is nothing sought by G-d except to hear the prayers 
of Israel.” (Midrash). The Biblical commandment to pray is anytime we have a need.
• The results of prayer are often not manifest here in the physical world, but only in the 
“highest places of the universe.”  (Baal Shem Tov) 
• We weren’t ready for Moses’ prayer to be answered because it would have meant the 
end of all struggle and exile. But Moses was able to “see” the land which enables us to 
also “see” the Promised Land and know that we will reach our end goal. 

Said G-d to him: “But I have sworn [that you shall not enter the Land]!” Said Moses to Him: “You have 
desecrated”--when You so desired, did You not violate Your oath? Did you not swear that You would 
annihilate Your children when they worshipped the Golden Calf, and then, [when I appealed on their 
behalf,] did You not retract Your oath?” [atah hachilotan = “You have begun” and “You have desecrated.”]
But G-d was angry with me for your sakes (3:26)
Midrash
G-d said to Moses: You can’t have it both ways. I have already nullified My decree and upheld yours. I said: 
“I shall destroy them” (when Israel worshipped the Golden Calf), and you said “forgive them” -- and your 
desire prevailed. Now, if you wish that your desire, “let me cross over,” should be upheld and My decree 
(that you not enter the land) be nullified, then you must retract your “forgive them”; if you wish “forgive 
them” to be upheld, then you must retract “let me cross over.” When Moses heard this, he proclaimed: 
May Moses die, and a hundred like him, and not a fingernail of one of them be harmed! ...
Talmud, Sotah 14a
Why did Moses desire to enter the Land? Moses said, “The Jewish people have been commanded to 
observe many mitzvot which can only be observed in the land of Israel. I will enter the land so that all the 
mitzvot will be fulfilled through me.”
The Lubavitcher Rebbe
All Moses’ achievements are eternal and everlasting. Moses gave us the Torah, and never shall the Torah 
depart from Israel. Even the Mishkan, the “temporary” Sanctuary built by Moses in the desert, was 
never destroyed (as were the permanent Divine abodes built by Solomon and Ezra in Jerusalem), but 
mysteriously hidden away in an undisclosed place, where it remains intact to this very day. This is the 
deeper reason why Moses was not allowed to enter the Land of Israel. If Moses would have settled us in 
the Land, we could never have been exiled from it. If Moses would have built the Holy Temple, it could 
never had been destroyed. If Moses would have established the people of Israel in their homeland as 
a “light unto the nations,” that light could never have been dimmed. If Moses would have crossed the 
Jordan, that would have been the end: the end of the struggle, the end of history.
G-d wasn’t ready for the end yet. So He decreed that Moses remain in the desert. But He did allow him to 
see the Land. And because Moses saw it, and because the effect of everything Moses did is everlasting, 
we, too, can see it. At all times, and under all conditions, we have the power to ascend a summit within us 
and see the Promised Land. No matter how distant the end-goal of creation may seem, we have the power 
to see its reality, to know its truth with absolute clarity and absolute conviction. 


