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Numbers, Ch. 22
4. Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now this assembly will 
eat up everything around us, as the ox eats up the greens of 
the field. Balak the son of Zippor was king of Moab at that 
time.
5. He sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, to Pethor, 
which is by the river of the land of his people, to call for him, 
saying, “A people has come out of Egypt, and behold, they 
have covered the “eye” of the land, and they are stationed 
opposite me.
6. So now, please come and curse this people for me, for they 
are too powerful for me....
20. G-d came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If these 
men have come to call for you, arise and go with them, but 
the word I speak to you-that you shall do.”
21. In the morning Balaam arose, saddled his she-donkey 
and went with the Moabite dignitaries.
Chapter 23
4. G-d chanced upon Balaam...
5. The L-rd placed something into Balaam’s mouth, and He 
said, “Return to Balak and say as follows…”
Chapter 24
8. G-d, Who has brought them out of Egypt with the strength 
of His loftiness He shall consume the nations which are his 
adversaries, bare their bones and dip His arrows [into their 
blood].: 
9. He crouches and lies like a lion and like a lioness; who will dare rouse him? Those who bless you shall 
be blessed, and those who curse you shall be cursed. 
Moab said to the elders of Midian (22:4)
Rashi
Moab and Midian were erstwhile enemies, as it is written (Genesis 36:35) “...who smote Midian in the 
field of Moab”; but out of fear of Israel, they made peace between them. And why did Moab seek the 
advice of Midian? When they saw that Israel was victorious beyond the norm, they thought: “The leader 
of this people rose to greatness in Midian; we shall ask them what is his measure.” Said they: “His power 
is entirely in his mouth.” Said Moab: “We, too, shall bring a person whose power is in his mouth against 
them.”
And G-d came to Balaam at night (22:20)
Rashi
The Divine spirit visited him only at night, as is the case with all the prophets of the nations (Laban, too, 
received his prophecy in a nocturnal dream, as it says (Genesis 31:24), “And G-d said to Laban the Aramite 
in a dream at night”) -- like a man covertly visiting his concubine.

Parshat Balak

 פרק כב 
ד. ַוּיֹאֶמר מוָֹאב ֶאל ִזְקֵני ִמְדָין 

ַעָּתה ְיַלֲחכּו ַהָּקָהל ֶאת ָּכל 
ְסִביבֵֹתינּו ִּכְלחְֹך ַהּׁשוֹר ֵאת ֶיֶרק ַהָּׂשֶדה ּוָבָלק ֶּבן ִצּפוֹר 

ֶמֶלְך ְלמוָֹאב ָּבֵעת ַהִהוא: ה. ַוִּיְׁשַלח ַמְלָאִכים ֶאל ִּבְלָעם 
ֶּבן ְּבעוֹר ְּפתוָֹרה ֲאֶׁשר ַעל ַהָּנָהר ֶאֶרץ ְּבֵני ַעּמוֹ ִלְקרֹא לוֹ 

ֵלאמֹר ִהֵּנה ַעם ָיָצא ִמִּמְצַרִים ִהֵּנה ִכָּסה ֶאת ֵעין ָהָאֶרץ 
ְוהּוא יֵֹׁשב ִמֻּמִלי: ו. ְוַעָּתה ְלָכה ָּנא ָאָרה ִּלי ֶאת ָהָעם 

ַהֶּזה ִּכי ָעצּום הּוא ִמֶּמִּני אּוַלי אּוַכל ַנֶּכה ּבוֹ ַוֲאָגְרֶׁשּנּו 
ִמן ָהָאֶרץ ִּכי ָיַדְעִּתי ֵאת ֲאֶׁשר ְּתָבֵרְך ְמבָֹרְך ַוֲאֶׁשר ָּתאֹר 

יּוָאר:...כ. ַוָּיבֹא ֱא־ֹלקים ֶאל ִּבְלָעם ַלְיָלה ַוּיֹאֶמר לוֹ ִאם 
ִלְקרֹא ְלָך ָּבאּו ָהֲאָנִׁשים קּום ֵלְך ִאָּתם ְוַאְך ֶאת ַהָּדָבר 

ֲאֶׁשר ֲאַדֵּבר ֵאֶליָך אֹתוֹ ַתֲעֶׂשה: כא. ַוָּיָקם ִּבְלָעם ַּבּבֶֹקר 
ַוַּיֲחבֹׁש ֶאת ֲאתֹנוֹ ַוֵּיֶלְך ִעם ָׂשֵרי מוָֹאב: 

פרק כג
ד. ַוִּיָּקר ֱא־ֹלקים ֶאל ִּבְלָעם ַוּיֹאֶמר ֵאָליו ֶאת ִׁשְבַעת 

ַהִּמְזְּבחֹת ָעַרְכִּתי ָוַאַעל ָּפר ָוַאִיל ַּבִּמְזֵּבַח: ה. ַוָּיֶׂשם ה’ 
ָּדָבר ְּבִפי ִבְלָעם ַוּיֹאֶמר ׁשּוב ֶאל ָּבָלק ְוכֹה ְתַדֵּבר:

פרק כד
ח. ֵאל מוִֹציאוֹ ִמִּמְצַרִים ְּכתוֲֹעפֹת ְרֵאם לוֹ יֹאַכל ּגוִֹים 

ָצָריו ְוַעְצמֵֹתיֶהם ְיָגֵרם ְוִחָּציו ִיְמָחץ: ט. ָּכַרע ָׁשַכב 
ַּכֲאִרי ּוְכָלִביא ִמי ְיִקיֶמּנּו ְמָבֲרֶכיָך ָברּוְך ְואְֹרֶריָך ָארּור:

Why Is Evil So Powerful?
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SUMMARY
• In order to give man “free choice” which is essential to his mission in life, G-d 
made His world so that every positive force has its negative counterpart. 
• Only the good in the world is real. G-d is the essence of good, and all that 
derives from G-d is good.
• The face evil presents to us is powerful and compelling. But in essence it is nothing: an 
illusion that dissipates to nothingness at the mere touch of the goodness within us.
• Even in exile, the Jewish people, like the lion cannot be “owned” and are by nature a 
free animal that have an innate freedom to fulfill their mission.

And Balaam arose in the morning, and saddled his ass (22:21)
Rashi
From here we see how hatred causes a person to break from convention. Balaam had many servants at his 
disposal; yet in his eagerness to go curse Israel, he saddled his ass himself. Said the Almighty: “Evil one! 
Their father, Abraham, has already preempted you when, to fulfill My will, he ‘rose early in the morning 
and saddled his donkey’ (Genesis 22:3).”
The Lubavitcher Rebbe
The purpose of evil is to provide us with free choice, essential to our mission in life. To be truly a choice,  
however, it must be an equal choice. Hence the principle that “this opposite the other, G-d made”—evil 
was construed to be as powerful, as attractive, as compelling as the side of good. But this “equality” 
between good and evil extends only to the most superficial level of reality. When a person learns to look 
beyond the surface of things to their inherent purpose, he will see that only the good in the world is real. 
Good is an existence in its own right, while evil exists merely to provide the tension which imbues the 
positive acts of man with meaning and significance. Hence, there cannot be anything “original” to evil, 
which is but a shallow, corrupted refraction of the good in the world. If Balaam was able to transcend the 
norm with the intensity of his hate, this was only because, centuries earlier, Abraham had done the same 
out of love of his Creator.
And G-d happened upon Balaam (23:4)
Midrash Rabbah; Rashi
Regarding G-d’s appearances to Moses, the Torah uses the word vayikra (“and He called”), an expression 
of closeness and love; to the prophets of the idolatrous nations the word used is vayikar (“and He 
happened upon”) -- an expression that connotes temporality and promiscuity.
He crouches and lies like a lion, like a lioness; who will dare rouse him? (24:9)
The Lubavitcher Rebbe
There is a deeper significance to this metaphor. For much of our history we have been in a state of galut 
-- exiled from our homeland, subjected to alien cultures, “trained” to perform in accordance with the 
dictates of what “the world” expects. The subjugation may seem real; but it is never real. The lion may 
crouch in seeming docility, but it has not been conquered. It remains free, and is never far from the 
seemingly “sudden” assertion of its innate freedom.


