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How to Sustain Your Passion
Levit., Chapter 6

Parshat Tzav ב”ה

פרק א

1. And the L-rd spoke to Moses, saying,
 ַויְדַ ּבֵ ר ה’ אֶ ל מ ֹׁשֶ ה.א
2. Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the
 צַ ו אֶ ת ַא ֲהר ֹן ְואֶ ת. ב:ּלֵ אמ ֹר
burnt offering: That is the burnt offering which burns on the
ּבָ נָיו לֵ אמ ֹר ז ֹאת ּתוֹרַת הָ ע ֹלָ ה
altar all night until morning, and the fire of the altar shall burn
הִ וא הָ ע ֹלָ ה עַ ל מו ֹקְ דָ ה עַ ל
with it.
. ג:ֹ הַ ִּמזְ ּבֵ חַ ּכָ ל הַ ּלַ יְלָ ה עַ ד הַ ּב ֹקֶ ר וְ אֵ ׁש הַ ִּמזְּבֵ חַ ּתּוקַ ד ּבו
3. And the kohen shall don his linen tunic, and he shall don his
ּומכְ נְסֵ י בַ ד יִלְ ּבַ ׁש עַ ל ּבְ ׂשָ רו ֹ ְוהֵ רִ ים
ִ וְ לָ בַ ׁש הַ ּכ ֹהֵ ן ִמּדו ֹ בַ ד
linen trousers on his flesh. And he shall lift out the ashes into
ֹ אֶ ת הַ ּדֶ ׁשֶ ן אֲׁשֶ ר ּת ֹאכַ ל הָ אֵ ׁש אֶ ת הָ ע ֹלָ ה עַ ל הַ ִּמזְּבֵ חַ וְׂשָ מו
which the fire has consumed the burnt offering upon the altar,
: ַאֵ צֶ ל הַ ִּמזְ ּבֵ ח
and put them down next to the altar.
 ּופָ ׁשַ ט אֶ ת ּבְ גָדָ יו וְלָ בַ ׁש ּבְ גָדִ ים אֲחֵ רִ ים וְהו ֹצִ יא אֶ ת.ד
4. He shall then take off his garments and put on other
 ְוהָ אֵ ׁש עַ ל. ה:הַ ּדֶ ׁשֶ ן אֶ ל ִמחּוץ לַ ּמַ ֲחנֶה אֶ ל מָ קו ֹם טָ הו ֹר
garments, and he shall take out the ashes to a clean place
הַ ִּמזְ ּבֵ חַ ּתּוקַ ד ּבו ֹ ֹלא תִ כְ ּבֶ ה ּובִ עֵ ר עָ לֶ יהָ הַ ּכ ֹהֵ ן עֵ צִ ים ּבַ ּב ֹקֶ ר
outside the camp.
. ו:ּבַ ּב ֹקֶ ר וְ עָ רְַך עָ לֶ יהָ הָ ע ֹלָ ה ְוהִ קְ ִטיר עָ לֶ יהָ חֶ לְ בֵ י הַ ְּׁשלָ ִמים
5. And the fire on the altar shall burn on it; it shall not go out.
:אֵ ׁש ּתָ ִמיד ּתּוקַ ד עַ ל הַ ִּמזְּבֵ חַ ֹלא תִ כְ ּבֶ ה
The kohen shall kindle wood upon it every morning, and upon
it, he shall arrange the burnt offering and cause the fats of the peace offerings to [go up in] smoke upon it.
6. A continuous fire shall burn upon the altar; it shall not go out.
And G-d spoke to Moses, saying: Command Aaron and his son... this is the law of the ascending offering...
Rashi
The expression tzav (“command”) implies an urging for now and for future generations.
Maimonides
The king Moshiach will arise and restore the kingdom of David to its glory of old, to its original
sovereignty. He will build the Holy Temple and gather the dispersed of Israel. In his times, all the laws of
the Torah will be reinstated as before; the sacrifices will be offered, the Sabbatical year and the Jubilee
year instituted as outlined in the Torah.

and he shall lift out the ashes
Rashi
He would scoop out a full pan of ashes from the innermost mass of ashes from burnt out sacrificial parts
on the altar and deposit them at the east side of the ramp that led up to the altar
Likkutei Sichot
Even though he changed his garments, it was the same priest who performed the lofty task of shoveling
the ashes in the Master’s Presence who also performed the more menial task of dumping the ashes
outside the camp. This teaches that we should be dedicated to serving G-d not only with lofty honorable
tasks, but that we should also delight in simple, physical chores that are needed to prepare for the
observance of a mitzvah.
And the fire upon the Altar shall be kept burning in it... and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning
(6:5)
Talmud, Eruvin 63a
Although a fire descended from heaven upon the Altar, it is a mitzvah to add to it a humanly produced
fire.
The Chassidic Masters
This is a rule that applies to all areas of life: the gifts of life are bestowed upon us from Above, yet it is
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G-d’s desire that we add to them the product of our own initiative.

And the fire upon the Altar shall be kept burning in it... and the priest shall burn wood on it (6:5)
Alshich
There is a fire of love for G-d that burns within every soul. It is the task of the “Kohen”--the spiritual
leaders of the generation--to feed and preserve this fire.
A constant fire shall burn upon the Altar; it shall never go out (6:6)

Hayom Yom
The Altar represents man’s heart. Thus the requirement to have fire burning continually on the Altar
signifies that our hearts should be kept continually afire with palpable love of G-d.
Then we are promised “lo tichbe” ֹלא תִ כְ ּבֶ ה, literally this means, “it must not go out,” but the Maggid of
Mezeritch gave an alternative rendering, “your negative aspects” “ ֹלאwill be extinguished” תִ כְ ּבֶ ה.
Jerusalem Talmud, Yoma 4:6
“Constantly”--even on Shabbat; “constantly”--even under conditions of ritual impurity; “it shall never go
out”--also not during the journeys [through the desert, when the Altar was covered with a cloth of purple
wool]. What did they do with the fire during the journeys? They placed over it a copper bowl.
The Lubavitcher Rebbe
Shabbat is when we disengage ourselves from all things material; “ritual impurity” (tum’ah) represents an
opposite state--one of excessive enmeshment in the mundane. Yet the Torah instructs that the fire upon
the Altar must be kept burning “even on Shabbat” and “even under conditions of ritual impurity.”
There are times when we believe ourselves to be “above it all” as the spirituality of the moment transports
beyond the so-called trivialities of physical life. Conversely, there are times when we feel overwhelmed by
those very “trivialities.” Says the Torah: the fire on your internal Altar must--and can--be kept burning at
all times. No moment in your life is too exalted or too debased to sustain your passion and enthusiasm in
the fulfillment of the purpose to which you were created, which is to raise up to G-d the materials of your
everyday existence.
Maayanah Shel Torah
“It shall never go out--also not during the journeys.” Special care must be taken during the “journeys” of
life--the times that a person ventures away from the home environment that fosters his character and
integrity-so that the fire in his soul should not succumb to alien influences.

SUMMARY

• Every aspect of the physical sanctuary has its counterpart in the inward ‘sanctuary’
within the soul of the Jew. The heart is the altar.
• Sacrifice is insufficient without the constant fire of love. Discipline and commitment to selfgrowth, without love, is inert.
• When you love life, you’re less likely to feel weighed down by your inadequacies. When
you love your spouse, you’re less likely to be enraged by his or her flaws. Positive words of
affection can be a more effective catalyst for change than scrutinizing the problems. Turn up
the fire, and the negatives dissolve.
• Every moment is an opportunity to sustain our passionate enthusiasm for bringing more
goodness and G-dliness to our world. None are too exalted and none are too debased.
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