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Exodus, Chapter 12
1. The L-rd spoke to Moses and to Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
2. This month shall be to you the head of the months; to you it shall 
be the first of the months of the year. 
3. Speak to the entire community of Israel, saying, “On the tenth of 
this month, let each one take a lamb for each parental home, a lamb 
for each household.
4. But if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his 
neighbor who is nearest to his house shall take [one] according to 
the number of people, each one according to one’s ability to eat, shall 
you be counted for the lamb.
5. You shall have a perfect male lamb in its [first] year; you may take 
it either from the sheep or from the goats.
6. And you shall keep it for inspection until the fourteenth day of this 
month, and the entire congregation of the community of Israel shall 
slaughter it in the afternoon...
21. Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Draw 
forth or buy for yourselves sheep for your families and slaughter the 
Passover sacrifice.
28. So the children of Israel went and did; as the L-rd commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so they did...
34. The people picked up their dough when it was not yet leavened, 
their leftovers bound in their garments on their shoulders. 
35. And the children of Israel did according to Moses’ order, and 
they borrowed from the Egyptians silver objects, golden objects, and 
garments. 
36. The L-rd gave the people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, and 
they lent them, and they emptied out Egypt.
37. The children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about 
six hundred thousand on foot, the men, besides the young children.
38. And also, a great mixed multitude went up with them, and flocks 
and cattle, very much livestock. 39. They baked the dough that they 
had taken out of Egypt as unleavened cakes, for it had not leavened, 
for they were driven out of Egypt, and they could not tarry, and also, they had not made provisions for 
themselves.
And you shall keep it for inspection (12:6)
Rashi 
This is an expression of inspection, that the animal requires an inspection for a blemish four days before 
its slaughter. Now why was the designated animal to be taken four days before its slaughter, something 
not required in the Passover sacrifice of later generations? Rabbi Mathia the son of Charash used to say: 
Behold G-d says: “And I passed by you and saw you, and behold your time was the time of love” (Ezek. 
16:8). The time for the fulfillment of the oath that I swore to Abraham that I would redeem his children 
has arrived. But the Children of Israel had no commandments in their hands with which to occupy 

פרק ז
א. ַוּיֹאֶמר ה’ ֶאל מֶֹׁשה ְוֶאל 
ַאֲהרֹן ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ֵלאמֹר: 
ב. ַהחֶֹדׁש ַהֶּזה ָלֶכם רֹאׁש ֳחָדִׁשים ִראׁשוֹן הּוא 

ָלֶכם ְלָחְדֵׁשי ַהָּׁשָנה: ג. ַּדְּברּו ֶאל ָּכל ֲעַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
ֵלאמֹר ֶּבָעׂשֹר ַלחֶֹדׁש ַהֶּזה ְוִיְקחּו ָלֶהם ִאיׁש ֶׂשה 

 ְלֵבית ָאבֹת ֶׂשה ַלָּבִית: 
ד. ְוִאם ִיְמַעט ַהַּבִית ִמְהיֹת ִמֶּׂשה ְוָלַקח הּוא 

ּוְׁשֵכנוֹ ַהָּקרֹב ֶאל ֵּביתוֹ ְּבִמְכַסת ְנָפׁשֹת ִאיׁש ְלִפי 
ָאְכלוֹ ָּתכֹּסּו ַעל ַהֶּׂשה: ה. ֶׂשה ָתִמים ָזָכר ֶּבן 

ָׁשָנה ִיְהֶיה ָלֶכם ִמן ַהְּכָבִׂשים ּוִמן ָהִעִּזים ִּתָּקחּו: 
ו. ְוָהָיה ָלֶכם ְלִמְׁשֶמֶרת ַעד ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר יוֹם 

ַלחֶֹדׁש ַהֶּזה ְוָׁשֲחטּו אֹתוֹ ּכֹל ְקַהל ֲעַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֵּבין 
 ָהַעְרָּבִים: 

כא. ַוִּיְקָרא מֶֹׁשה ְלָכל ִזְקֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַוּיֹאֶמר ֲאֵלֶהם 
ִמְׁשכּו ּוְקחּו ָלֶכם צֹאן ְלִמְׁשְּפחֵֹתיֶכם ְוַׁשֲחטּו 

 ַהָּפַסח: 
כח. ַוֵּיְלכּו ַוַּיֲעׂשּו ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִצָּוה ה’ 

ֶאת מֶֹׁשה ְוַאֲהרֹן ֵּכן ָעׂשּו: לד. ַוִּיָּׂשא ָהָעם ֶאת 
ְּבֵצקוֹ ֶטֶרם ֶיְחָמץ ִמְׁשֲארָֹתם ְצֻררֹת ְּבִׂשְמֹלָתם 

ַעל ִׁשְכָמם: לה. ּוְבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ָעׂשּו ִּכְדַבר מֶֹׁשה 
 ַוִּיְׁשֲאלּו ִמִּמְצַרִים ְּכֵלי ֶכֶסף ּוְכֵלי ָזָהב ּוְׂשָמֹלת: 

לו. ַוה’ ָנַתן ֶאת ֵחן ָהָעם ְּבֵעיֵני ִמְצַרִים ַוַּיְׁשִאלּום 
ַוְיַנְּצלּו ֶאת ִמְצָרִים: לז. ַוִּיְסעּו ְבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

ֵמַרְעְמֵסס ֻסּכָֹתה ְּכֵׁשׁש ֵמאוֹת ֶאֶלף ַרְגִלי ַהְּגָבִרים 
ְלַבד ִמָּטף: לח. ְוַגם ֵעֶרב ַרב ָעָלה ִאָּתם ְוצֹאן 
ּוָבָקר ִמְקֶנה ָּכֵבד ְמאֹד: לט. ַוּיֹאפּו ֶאת ַהָּבֵצק 

ֲאֶׁשר הוִֹציאּו ִמִּמְצַרִים ֻעגֹת ַמּצוֹת ִּכי ֹלא ָחֵמץ ִּכי 
גְֹרׁשּו ִמִּמְצַרִים ְוֹלא ָיְכלּו ְלִהְתַמְהֵמַּה ְוַגם ֵצָדה ֹלא 

ָעׂשּו ָלֶהם:

When You Feel Powerless
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themselves in order that they be redeemed, as it is said: “but you were naked and bare” (Ezek. 16:7). So 
He gave them two mitzvot, the blood of the Passover and the blood of the circumcision. They circumcised 
themselves on that night, as it is said: “downtrodden with your blood,” with the two [types of] blood... 
Moreover, the Israelites were passionately fond of idolatry. Moses said to them, “Withdraw and take 
for yourselves” (Exod. 12:21). He meant: withdraw from idolatry and take for yourselves sheep for the 
mitzvah. 
Midrash Rabbah 
When G-d told Moses to slay the paschal lamb, Moses said: “Master of the Universe! How can I possibly 
do this thing? Don’t You know the lamb is the Egyptian god? ‘Lo, if we sacrifice the abomination of the 
Egyptians before their eyes, will they not stone us?’”
Said G-d: “By your life, Israel will not depart from here before they slaughter the Egyptian gods before 
their very eyes, that I may teach them that their gods are really nothing at all.” This is what He actually 
did; for on that night He slew the Egyptian firstborn, and on that night the Israelites slaughtered their 
paschal lamb and ate it.

The people picked up their dough when it was not yet leavened, their leftovers bound in their garments on 
their shoulders on their shoulders (12:34)
Rashi
Although they took many animals with them, they carried the remaining matzot and bitter herbs on their 
shoulders because they loved the mitzvot.

And also, they had not made provisions for themselves (12:39)
Rashi
For the trip. This verse tells of Israel’s praise, that they did not say, “How will we go out into the desert 
without provisions?” Instead they believed and left. This is what is what is stated explicitly in the 
Prophets: “I remember to you the loving kindness of your youth, the love of your nuptials, your following 
Me in the desert, in a land not sown” (Jer. 2:2). 
The Rebbe
In the Passover Haggadah we say: “If G-d had not taken our forefathers out of Egypt, we, our children, and 
our children’s children, would still be enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt...” The Children of Israel had become 
so entrenched in the paganism and depravity of Egypt, that the Exodus came at the very last possible 
moment, as they approached the very brink of total indistinguishability from the Egyptians. Had they 
remained slaves in Egypt a moment longer, there would have been no “Children of Israel” to redeem.

 • At the time of the Exodus, the Jewish people experienced an incredible 
spiritual transformation: from a nation steeped in idol worship to a nation full of 
unquestioning faith in their Creator.
• The catalyst for their awakening were the two mitzvot, the Pascal sacrifice and 
circumcision, both which demanded self-sacrifice and faith in their Creator.
• No matter how low we may fall, our soul is like a massive underground spring concealed 
by layers of rocks and debris but waiting to gush forth powerfully. As soon as we are ready 
to take that step in the right direction, the layers of impurity will fall away. 


