ASTETEX

Dealing with the Seeds of Doubt

Exodus, Chapter 13

17. It came to pass when Pharaoh let the people go, that G-d did

not lead them [by] way of the land of the Philistines for it was near,
because G-d said, Lest the people reconsider when they see war and
return to Egypt

21. And the L-rd went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to cause
it to lead them on the way and at night in a pillar of fire to give them
light, [they thus could] travel day and night.

when they see war and return to Egypt

Rashi

If they had gone on a direct route, they would have returned. Now,
if when He led them around in a circuitous route, they said, “Let us
appoint a leader and return to Egypt” (Num. 14:4), how much more
[would they have planned to do this] if He had led them on a direct
route?

Exodus, Chapter 14

21. And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the L-rd led
the sea with the strong east wind all night, and He made the sea into
dry land and the waters split.

22. Then the children of Israel came into the midst of the sea on dry
land, and the waters were to them as a wall from their right and
from their left.

23. The Egyptians pursued and came after them all Pharaoh'’s horses,
his chariots, and his horsemen, into the midst of the sea...

28. And the waters returned and covered the chariots and the
horsemen, the entire force of Pharaoh coming after them into the
sea; not even one of them survived.

29. But the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the
sea, and the water was to them like a wall from their right and from
their left.

30. On that day the L-rd saved Israel from the hand[s] of the
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dying on the seashore

Sotah 30b

Parshat Beshalach n“a

bRl
oy hX TI'V')E_-) HYZI_UZI LY

2R °3 DAWYR I 17 DOPR 003 KD
DOX)2 DY DY 19 O7P7R WK °D X1
D3R 720 M1 .RD 3R 1Y) ARNYn
TIMY2 1272) 1770 DM 13y Ty opY
:1277) 097 N2Y7 0n? TRI? UK

T I
NR 719791 023 2V 97 R 7wn v LK
D) DX DY) 12070 Y2 MY O°TR 1103 01
PRIW? 232 X2 .20 : 2T WPDM N2INY
DPRR MPIN DY 0T} MY 020 I3
DIPINR IR22 02787 IDTI?T .20 : DPRNYHI

: 027 IR PR 1WIDI 127 Y70 030 73
D°WIDT NXY 22777 DX 1937 22117 13w .13
IRWI XY 022 OPIOR DORIT VIR 20 93
W22 1597 YXIW 129 .00 0K TV 02

:07RNWMI OPHOH THT 07 0BT 027 IN2

0231 TR PRI’ DR XITT 02 7 YYD
el 2y ni 073D DX '783"?? X
[t

:07°972 YR oy 0NN PRy X2 .0
X¥) DWIR 117 902 YU 2R AW R L0
MY WK 0¥ 283 230K MR PRy Nyl
1IUND ytpfmj vy o 272 D’U'b'g{:;l lioIek]
M) TIOR W PRnya onyanh nwn 1 mx
TWH 01 YR ) R YR WK DY
:P2RY 12307 IR WK PRI 1230

At the time the Israelites ascended from the Red Sea... the babe sat upon his mother’s knee and the
suckling sucked at his mother’s breast; when they beheld the Divine Presence, the babe raised his neck
and the suckling released the nipple from his mouth, and they exclaimed: “This is my G-d and I will praise

Him" ... Even the embryos in their mothers’ wombs uttered a song...

Exodus, Chapter 17
8. Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.

9. So Moses said to Joshua, Pick men for us, and go out and fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand

on top of the hill with the staff of G-d in my hand

10. Joshua did as Moses had told him, to fight against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur ascended to the
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top of the hill.
11. It came to pass that when Moses would raise his hand, Israel would prevail, and when he would lay
down his hand, Amalek would prevail.

Rosh Hashana 29a

Was it Moshe’s hands that won the battle or lost the battle? Rather (the Torah) teaches you: As long as
Israel looked heavenward and subjected their heart to their Father in heaven, they would prevail; but
when they did not, they would fail.

..Because they tested G-d, saying: “Is G-d among us, or not?” Then came Amalek, and waged war with Israel
in Rephidim

The Chassidic Masters

After all that they had seen G-d do on their behalf -- the Ten Plagues brought upon Egypt to free them, the
splitting of the sea, the “bread from heaven” that descended each morning to nourish them -- how could
the people of Israel possibly question, “Is G-d amongst us or not”?

But such is the nature of doubt. There is doubt that is based on a rational query. There is doubt that rises
from the doubter’s subjective motives and desires. But then there is doubt pure and simple: doubt that
neutralizes the most compelling evidence and the most inspiring experience with nothing more than a
cynical shrug. Amalek is the essence of doubt, of irrational challenge to truth. (Thus the Hebrew word
Amalek has a numerical value of 240 -- the same as the word safek, “doubt”). Because the people of Israel
had succumbed to the Amalek within their own souls, they became vulnerable to attack by Amalek the
nation.

Exodus, Chapter 18
1. Now Moses’ father in law, Yitro, the chieftain of Midian, heard all that G-d had done for Moses and for
Israel, His people that the L-rd had taken Israel out of Egypt.

Now...Jethro...heard:

Rashi

What news did he hear that [made such an impression that] he came? The splitting of the Red Sea and the
war with Amalek. — [from Zev. 116a]

Talmud Zevachim 116a
What report did he hear? R’ Yehoshua said: “The war with Amalek.” R’ Elazar HaModa'i said: “The giving
of the Torah.” R’ Eliezer said: “The splitting of the Sea.”

SUMMARY

e The Jewish people left Egypt accompanied by great miracles. The Divine presence E 1
led them in the wilderness. Still, G-d took them in a round-about route that would A
make it difficult for them to return to Egypt since they could suddenly lose their faith.

*The war with Amalek lasted only one day and yet the people’s faith faltered.

eYitro was inspired by the wonders of the splitting of the Sea, convinced that G-d was a
true G-d. But Yitro left his home to join the Jewish people only after the war with Amalek.

e Yitro realized that inspiration alone is insufficient and can wear off unless it is acted upon
immediately. An awakening must be followed by action, or doubt (Amalek) can easily sink
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