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Nature vs. Nurture
The Disparity of Jacob & Essau
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Bereishit 25:27
27. And the youths grew up, and Esau was a man who YT UORIDY ) 2T DT a2
understood hunting, a man of the field, whereas Jacob 2V On UOR 2Py AT UOR 7Y
was an innocent man, dwelling in tents. T T e
And the youths grew up, and Esau was: As long as they were PIW AT 9D WY TN QNPT DTN
small, they were not recognizable through their deeds, and QIR PRI OT°WYNA 02101 1 KD 22I0p
no one scrutinized them to determine their characters. As YHW %12 WYY 1D ,02°0 1 a2 PRI
soon as they became thirteen years old, this one parted to WA 57 NIWATH °NAY WD 7 I Wy
the houses of study, and that one parted to idol worship. — =7 7YY
[From Gen. Rabbah 63:10; Tanchuma, Ki Theze 4]
who understood hunting: [He knew how] to trap and to ,1°D2 PAR DR MR TIZ7 079 p7Y
deceive his father with his mouth and ask him,“Father, how NRY 1777 DR PIwYn IR RIR 198
do we tithe salt and straw?” His father thereby thought that :M¥N2 PTPTA RITW 172X 71202 ,72N070

he was scrupulous in his observance of the commandments
(Tanchuma, Toeldoth 8).

a man of the field: As its apparent meaning: an idler who WP F7IXY DU DTN WAYNRD SITR WON
hunts beasts and birds with his bow. — [From Targum DWW NN
Jonathan]

an innocent man: He was not an expert in all these [matters]. 52 .10 79 1270 XX 79K 752 °P2 11X :an
Like his heart, so was his mouth. A person who is not astute 3N MNP MY 570 1RY
at deceiving is called D7, innocent.

dwelling in tents: the tent of Shem and the tent of Eber. — 92V HW I9RRY W W 197K cavRaN au

[From Gen. Rabbah 63:10]

Bereishit 25:22

22. And the children struggled within her, and she said, ax MR A27P2 0°127 1Y .20

"If [it be] so, why am | [like] this?" And she went to ST NN WWT’? -|’7.m_ SO T 7> 12

inquire of the Lord. I o T
struggled: Perforce, this verse calls for a Midrashic AR T RAPAT A0 DY RN
interpretation, for it does not explain what this struggling was 12 oR 2021 17 7X°%0 X°7 72 QNOW W7
all about, and [Scripture] wrote,“If it be so, why am | [like] LY WD MW7 1m0 0IR T R
this?” Our Rabbis (Gen. Rabbah 63:6) interpreted it [the word  93yy ow YW 3790 >ANd Yy N2 300w
1XYiNN'(] as an expression of running (n¥XiN) . When she 1N HY NI2W ,NRYY 03197 Y1 APy
passed by the entrances of [the] Torah [academies] of Shem MR 27 .ARYS 09791 WY ST 7Y
and Eber, Jacob would run and struggle to come out; when 1w N5MI3 070 F oY ST 2O
she passed the entrance of [a temple of] idolatry, Esau would Al

run and struggle to come out. Another explanation: They
were struggling with each other and quarreling about the
inheritance of the two worlds (Mid. Avkir).
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Saying of the Rabbis

Maaseh Avos Siman L’banim — The actions/occurrences in the lives of the fathers are a sign/root
of the lives of the children/future generations.

Niddah 30:2

77710 77INA 92 IR TR
7212 7NN 92 WY ,1°0 DY 1M00Y IRYA X2 T 2w IRD Raw 10

[A fetus] is taught the entire Torah... and once it is born, an angel slaps it above its mouth, and
[this] causes it to forget the entire Torah [that it learned while in utero].

Bereshis Rabba 47:1

Forefathers are referred to as a “Merkava” meaning a chariot. A Chariot is symbolic of someone
who is given over to a will beyond their own. Just as the chariot goes in whatever direction is
dictated by the driver.

Rambam Shmoneh Perakim Chapter 6

There are two types of people in the world. 1) Chosid Hameulah - those whose nature is only to
do good and 2) Kovesh et Yitzro — those who must conquer an evil inclination in their nature in
order to do good.

Parsha Overview

Isaac and Rebecca endure twenty childless years, until their prayers are answered and Rebecca conceives.
She experiences a difficult pregnancy as the “children struggle inside her”; G-d tells her that “there are two
nations in your womb,” and that the younger will prevail over the elder.

Esau emerges first; Jacob is born clutching Esau’s heel. Esau grows up to be “a cunning hunter, a
man of the field”; Jacob is “a wholesome man,” a dweller in the tents of learning. Isaac favors Esau;
Rebecca loves Jacob. Returning exhausted and hungry from the hunt one day, Esau sells his birthright (his
rights as the firstborn) to Jacob for a pot of red lentil stew.

In Gerar, in the land of the Philistines, Isaac presents Rebecca as his sister, out of fear that he will
be killed by someone coveting her beauty. He farms the land, reopens the wells dug by his father Abraham,
and digs a series of his own wells: over the first two there is strife with the Philistines, but the waters of the
third well are enjoyed in tranquility.

Esau marries two Hittite women. Isaac grows old and blind, and expresses his desire to bless Esau
before he dies. While Esau goes off to hunt for his father’s favorite food, Rebecca dresses Jacob in Esau’s
clothes, covers his arms and neck with goatskins to simulate the feel of his hairier brother, prepares a
similar dish, and sends Jacob to his father. Jacob receives his father’s blessings for “the dew of the
heaven and the fat of the land” and mastery over his brother. When Esau returns and the deception is
revealed, all Isaac can do for his weeping son is to predict that he will live by his sword, and that when
Jacob falters, the younger brother will forfeit his supremacy over the older.

Jacob leaves home for Charan to flee Esau’s wrath and to find a wife in the family of his mother’s
brother, Laban. Esau marries a third wife—Machalath, the daughter of Ishmael.
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