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TASTETEXTofa Parshat Mikeitz

Genesis, Chapter 41
1. It came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh was 
dreaming, and behold, he was standing by the Nile. 
2. And behold, from the Nile were coming up seven cows, of 
handsome appearance and robust flesh, and they pastured in the 
marshland. 
3. And behold, seven other cows were coming up after them from 
the Nile, of ugly appearance and lean of flesh, and they stood beside 
the cows [which were] on the Nile bank. 
4. And the cows of ugly appearance and lean of flesh devoured the 
seven cows that were of handsome appearance and healthy; then 
Pharaoh awoke.
5. And he fell asleep and dreamed again, and behold, seven ears of 
grain were growing on one stalk, healthy and good. 
6. And behold, seven ears of grain, thin and beaten by the east wind, 
were growing up after them. 
7. And the thin ears of grain swallowed up the seven healthy and full 
ears of grain; then Pharaoh awoke, and behold, a dream. 
8. Now it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; 
so he sent and called all the necromancers of Egypt and all its sages, 
and Pharaoh related to them his dream, but no one interpreted 
them for Pharaoh...
25. And Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dream is one; what G-d 
is doing He has told Pharaoh. 
26. The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears of 
grain are seven years; it is one dream. 
27. And the seven meager and ugly cows coming up after them are 
seven years, and the seven empty ears of grain, beaten by the east 
wind, will be seven years of famine. 
32. And concerning the repetition of the dream to Pharaoh twice 
that is because the matter is ready [to emanate] from G-d, and G-d is 
hastening to execute it.
33. So now, let Pharaoh seek out an understanding and wise man 
and appoint him over the land of Egypt.
34. Let Pharaoh do [this] and appoint officials over the land and 
prepare the land of Egypt during the seven years of plenty. 
35. And let them collect all the food of these coming seven good 
years, and let them gather the grain under Pharaoh’s hand, food in 
the cities, and keep it. 
36. Thus the food will remain as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which will be in the 
land of Egypt, so that the land will not be destroyed by the famine.”
37. The matter pleased Pharaoh and all his servants.

פרק מא
א. ַוְיִהי ִמֵּקץ ְׁשָנַתִים 

ָיִמים ּוַפְרעֹה חֵֹלם 
ְוִהֵּנה עֵֹמד ַעל ַהְיאֹר: 

ב. ְוִהֵּנה ִמן ַהְיאֹר עֹֹלת ֶׁשַבע ָּפרוֹת ְיפוֹת ַמְרֶאה 
ּוְבִריאֹת ָּבָׂשר ַוִּתְרֶעיָנה ָּבָאחּו: ג. ְוִהֵּנה ֶׁשַבע 

ָּפרוֹת ֲאֵחרוֹת עֹלוֹת ַאֲחֵריֶהן ִמן ַהְיאֹר ָרעוֹת ַמְרֶאה 
ְוַדּקוֹת ָּבָׂשר ַוַּתֲעמְֹדָנה ֵאֶצל ַהָּפרוֹת ַעל ְׂשַפת 

ַהְיאֹר: ד. ַוּתֹאַכְלָנה ַהָּפרוֹת ָרעוֹת ַהַּמְרֶאה ְוַדּקֹת 
ַהָּבָׂשר ֵאת ֶׁשַבע ַהָּפרוֹת ְיפֹת ַהַּמְרֶאה ְוַהְּבִריאֹת 
ַוִּייַקץ ַּפְרעֹה: ה. ַוִּייָׁשן ַוַּיֲחֹלם ֵׁשִנית ְוִהֵּנה ֶׁשַבע 

ִׁשֳּבִלים עֹלוֹת ְּבָקֶנה ֶאָחד ְּבִריאוֹת ְוטֹבוֹת: ו. 
ְוִהֵּנה ֶׁשַבע ִׁשֳּבִלים ַּדּקוֹת ּוְׁשדּופֹת ָקִדים צְֹמחוֹת 
ַאֲחֵריֶהן: ז. ַוִּתְבַלְעָנה ַהִּׁשֳּבִלים ַהַּדּקוֹת ֵאת ֶׁשַבע 
ַהִּׁשֳּבִלים ַהְּבִריאוֹת ְוַהְּמֵלאוֹת ַוִּייַקץ ַּפְרעֹה ְוִהֵּנה 

ֲחלוֹם: ח. ַוְיִהי ַבּבֶֹקר ַוִּתָּפֶעם רּוחוֹ ַוִּיְׁשַלח ַוִּיְקָרא 
ֶאת ָּכל ַחְרֻטֵּמי ִמְצַרִים ְוֶאת ָּכל ֲחָכֶמיָה ַוְיַסֵּפר 

ַּפְרעֹה ָלֶהם ֶאת ֲחֹלמוֹ ְוֵאין ּפוֵֹתר אוָֹתם ְלַפְרעֹה: 

כה. ַוּיֹאֶמר יוֵֹסף ֶאל ַּפְרעֹה ֲחלוֹם ַּפְרעֹה ֶאָחד 
הּוא ֵאת ֲאֶׁשר ָהֱא־ֹלִקים עֶֹׂשה ִהִּגיד ְלַפְרעֹה: כו. 

ֶׁשַבע ָּפרֹת ַהּטֹבֹת ֶׁשַבע ָׁשִנים ֵהָּנה ְוֶׁשַבע ַהִּׁשֳּבִלים 
ַהּטֹבֹת ֶׁשַבע ָׁשִנים ֵהָּנה ֲחלוֹם ֶאָחד הּוא: כז. ְוֶׁשַבע 

ַהָּפרוֹת ָהַרּקוֹת ְוָהָרעֹת ָהעֹֹלת ַאֲחֵריֶהן ֶׁשַבע ָׁשִנים 
ֵהָּנה ְוֶׁשַבע ַהִּׁשֳּבִלים ָהֵרקוֹת ְׁשֻדפוֹת ַהָּקִדים ִיְהיּו 

ֶׁשַבע ְׁשֵני ָרָעב: 

לב. ְוַעל ִהָּׁשנוֹת ַהֲחלוֹם ֶאל ַּפְרעֹה ַּפֲעָמִים ִּכי ָנכוֹן 
ַהָּדָבר ֵמִעם ָהֱא־ֹלִקים ּוְמַמֵהר ָהֱא־ֹלִקים ַלֲעׂשֹתוֹ: 

לג. ְוַעָּתה ֵיֶרא ַפְרעֹה ִאיׁש ָנבוֹן ְוָחָכם ִויִׁשיֵתהּו ַעל 
ֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים: לד. ַיֲעֶׂשה ַפְרעֹה ְוַיְפֵקד ְּפִקִדים ַעל 

ָהָאֶרץ ְוִחֵּמׁש ֶאת ֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ְּבֶׁשַבע ְׁשֵני ַהָּׂשָבע: 
לה. ְוִיְקְּבצּו ֶאת ָּכל אֶֹכל ַהָּׁשִנים ַהּטֹבֹת ַהָּבאֹת 
ָהֵאֶּלה ְוִיְצְּברּו ָבר ַּתַחת ַיד ַּפְרעֹה אֶֹכל ֶּבָעִרים 

ְוָׁשָמרּו: לו. ְוָהָיה ָהאֶֹכל ְלִפָּקדוֹן ָלָאֶרץ ְלֶׁשַבע ְׁשֵני 
ָהָרָעב ֲאֶׁשר ִּתְהֶייָן ְּבֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים ְוֹלא ִתָּכֵרת ָהָאֶרץ 

ָּבָרָעב: לז. ַוִּייַטב ַהָּדָבר ְּבֵעיֵני ַפְרעֹה ּוְבֵעיֵני ָּכל 
ֲעָבָדיו:

Finding the Solution Within the Problem
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 • We all experience cycles of plenty and famine in our lives. 

• During the good times   , spiritually, emotionally or physically , we need to nurture 
our priorities and cultivate a sincere bond with G-d. The time and energy invested 
will provide us with the tools to survive during the crisis years of famine. 

• Joseph’s message: Use the fat cow to nourish the lean cow. Priorities cultivated during 
good times can sustain you during your bad times. Make the dream the solution.

SUMMARY

And it came to pass at the end of two years (41:1) 
Midrash Tanchuma
“In every sorrow there is profit” (Proverbs 14:23). This, too, is said in regard to Joseph, who suffered in 
prison and then profited from it [in becoming] ruler over Egypt..
And Pharaoh was dreaming (41:1)
Midrash HaGadol
Should it not say, “and Pharaoh dreamed”? But this is to teach us that for those two years Pharaoh would 
see this dream each and every night, but would not remember it, until the time came for Joseph to come 
out of prison; that morning, he woke up and remembered it.
The Rebbe
Pharaoh dream predicted a famine which eventually caused Jacob and his family to settle in Egypt where 
a generation later they were enslaved in the Jewish people’s first exile. Exile was caused by dreams 
because the reality of exile is analogous to a dream. Dreams consist of incoherent illusions where 
conflicting and contradictory elements can coexist. Similarly our lives in exile are a confusing blend of 
seemingly hypocritical behavior. We pray to G-d with absolute devotion, and yet in a matter of minutes we 
find ourselves acting in ways that contradict G-d’s directives. 
But there was none that could interpret them to Pharaoh (41:8)
Midrash Rabbah
There were indeed interpreters of the dreams, but “none that could interpret them to Pharaoh”--their 
interpretations were unacceptable to him. They said: the seven good cows mean that you will beget seven 
daughters; the seven ill-favored cows, that you will bury seven daughters...
The seven years of famine and seven years of plenty will occur simultaneously (41:35)
The Rebbe
An important detail of Pharaoh’s famous dream is the fact that the seven lean cows stood side-by-side 
with the seven fat cows. Years of plenty and years of famine don’t happen at the same time. The dreams 
must mean something else, Pharaoh’s wise men thought, something less obvious, more metaphorical.
Joseph’s genius was that he understood that Pharaoh’s dreams not only foretold events to come, but also 
instructed how to deal with them: they were telling Pharaoh to make the seven years of plenty coexist 
with the seven years of famine. When Joseph proceeded to tell Pharaoh how to prepare for the coming 
famine, he wasn’t offering unasked-for advice; that advice was part of the dreams’ interpretation. If you 
store the surplus grain from the plentiful years, Joseph was saying, then the seven fat cows will still be 
around when the seven lean cows emerge from the river—and the lean cows will have what to eat.


