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Finding the Solution Within the Problem

Genesis, Chapter 41 X7 D
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marshland.

3. And behold, seven other cows were coming up after them from
the Nile, of ugly appearance and lean of flesh, and they stood beside
the cows [which were] on the Nile bank.

4. And the cows of ugly appearance and lean of flesh devoured the
seven cows that were of handsome appearance and healthy; then
Pharaoh awoke.

5. And he fell asleep and dreamed again, and behold, seven ears of
grain were growing on one stalk, healthy and good.

6. And behold, seven ears of grain, thin and beaten by the east wind,
were growing up after them.

7. And the thin ears of grain swallowed up the seven healthy and full
ears of grain; then Pharaoh awoke, and behold, a dream.

8. Now it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled;
so he sent and called all the necromancers of Egypt and all its sages,
and Pharaoh related to them his dream, but no one interpreted
them for Pharaoh...

25. And Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dream is one; what G-d
is doing He has told Pharaoh.

26. The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears of
grain are seven years; it is one dream.

27. And the seven meager and ugly cows coming up after them are
seven years, and the seven empty ears of grain, beaten by the east
wind, will be seven years of famine.

32. And concerning the repetition of the dream to Pharaoh twice
that is because the matter is ready [to emanate] from G-d, and G-d is
hastening to execute it.

33. So now, let Pharaoh seek out an understanding and wise man
and appoint him over the land of Egypt.

34. Let Pharaoh do [this] and appoint officials over the land and

Yay n37) .3 1R 7PYINY WD NRMI
XD NIV ROT 11 170K MYY NIINK N9
NPT ARIVT NIV NIIBT MYIRMY .7 IR
NX*127) 7RI ND? N11DT YW DX w2
YW 137 NI 090 1Y LT VIR PR

2 :N13VI NIRID TIOX Tp2 MY 0°hav
nInmY 0°7p NDITYI NPT 093V Yaw 13m
YW DX NpI0 073w MIY2am T NN
37 VIR PR MIRZRT) M1 009395
Calrcalabri7iaRlstnleli-loh iafriRiyta s BYehbis!
79071 PR30 22 NXY 07I%R HYIN 92 NX
:7IYIDY DNIX INIB PRI MO DR DY AYID
IOX 7YID 0IP0 YID PR H9Y IR .10

23 :7IVIDY T AWY DRV RT WK DX XIT
D°%3W3 YaW) 737 02 Yy nawd nae vaw
YWY .10 : RIT IR D120 730 0 YAy navd
DIY Y2Y 1I0R 079 NYI7) Mpan miea
P OYIRT MDY MpIT 0733 YA man
:2¥7 730 vay

1121 °2 @YD AVI2 X 01°NT NNYI YY) .aY
SINWY? QPYRT RN 0PYRT OYR 7270
%Y 30w 027 921 WOR AVID R ARY) LAY
Y 0”IpD TP MIVID AYY? .70 :00¥n TN
NR27 NawT 0D IR D DX I8P .Y
077y2 29X 7¥IB T NOR 12 11387 A9RT

I YWY PIR? NIRD7 PRI M A7 1Y)
PIRT D120 X2) 07737 PIXI 1200 WK 2377
92 °1y21 [VID °1Ya 1277 201 .19 1 Y72

prepare the land of Egypt during the seven years of plenty. 1"::37
35. And let them collect all the food of these coming seven good T

years, and let them gather the grain under Pharaoh’s hand, food in

the cities, and keep it.

36. Thus the food will remain as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which will be in the
land of Egypt, so that the land will not be destroyed by the famine.”

37. The matter pleased Pharaoh and all his servants.
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And it came to pass at the end of two years (41:1)

Midrash Tanchuma

“In every sorrow there is profit” (Proverbs 14:23). This, too, is said in regard to Joseph, who suffered in
prison and then profited from it [in becoming] ruler over Egypt..

And Pharaoh was dreaming (41:1)

Midrash HaGadol

Should it not say, “and Pharaoh dreamed”? But this is to teach us that for those two years Pharaoh would
see this dream each and every night, but would not remember it, until the time came for Joseph to come
out of prison; that morning, he woke up and remembered it.

The Rebbe

Pharaoh dream predicted a famine which eventually caused Jacob and his family to settle in Egypt where
a generation later they were enslaved in the Jewish people’s first exile. Exile was caused by dreams
because the reality of exile is analogous to a dream. Dreams consist of incoherent illusions where
conflicting and contradictory elements can coexist. Similarly our lives in exile are a confusing blend of
seemingly hypocritical behavior. We pray to G-d with absolute devotion, and yet in a matter of minutes we
find ourselves acting in ways that contradict G-d’s directives.

But there was none that could interpret them to Pharaoh (41:8)

Midrash Rabbah

There were indeed interpreters of the dreams, but “none that could interpret them to Pharaoh”--their
interpretations were unacceptable to him. They said: the seven good cows mean that you will beget seven
daughters; the seven ill-favored cows, that you will bury seven daughters...

The seven years of famine and seven years of plenty will occur simultaneously (41:35)

The Rebbe

An important detail of Pharaoh’s famous dream is the fact that the seven lean cows stood side-by-side
with the seven fat cows. Years of plenty and years of famine don’t happen at the same time. The dreams
must mean something else, Pharaoh’s wise men thought, something less obvious, more metaphorical.
Joseph’s genius was that he understood that Pharaoh’s dreams not only foretold events to come, but also
instructed how to deal with them: they were telling Pharaoh to make the seven years of plenty coexist
with the seven years of famine. When Joseph proceeded to tell Pharaoh how to prepare for the coming
famine, he wasn’t offering unasked-for advice; that advice was part of the dreams’ interpretation. If you
store the surplus grain from the plentiful years, Joseph was saying, then the seven fat cows will still be
around when the seven lean cows emerge from the river—and the lean cows will have what to eat.

SUMMARY

» We all experience cycles of plenty and famine in our lives.

e During the good times, spiritually, emotionally or physically, we need to nurture
our priorities and cultivate a sincere bond with G-d. The time and energy invested
will provide us with the tools to survive during the crisis years of famine.

* Joseph’s message: Use the fat cow to nourish the lean cow. Priorities cultivated during
good times can sustain you during your bad times. Make the dream the solution.
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