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How to Confront an Adversary
Genesis, Chapter 29

Parshat Vayishlach ב”ה
פרק לב

4. Jacob sent angels ahead of him to his brother Esau, to the land
 ַוּי ְִׁשלַ ח ַי ֲעק ֹב מַ לְ ָאכִ ים.ד
of Seir, the field of Edom.
ָאחיו ַארְ צָ ה
ִ לְ פָ נָיו אֶ ל עֵ ׂשָ ו
5. And he commanded them, saying, “So shall you say to my
:ׂשֵ עִ יר ְׂשדֵ ה אֱדו ֹם
master to Esau, ‘Thus said your servant Jacob, I have sojourned
ֹאמרּון לַ אדֹנִי לְ עֵ ׂשָ ו ּכ ֹה
ְ  ַויְצַ ו א ֹתָ ם לֵ אמ ֹר ּכ ֹה ת.ה
with Laban, and I have tarried until now.
:ָאמַ ר עַ בְ ּדְ ָך ַי ֲעק ֹב עִ ם לָ בָ ן ּגַרְ ּתִ י וָאֵ חַ ר עַ ד עָ ּתָ ה
6. And I have acquired oxen and donkeys, flocks, manservants,
 ַויְהִ י לִ י ׁשו ֹר ַוחֲמו ֹר צ ֹאן וְעֶ בֶ ד ו ְִׁשפְ חָ ה וָאֶ ְׁשלְ חָ ה.ו
and maidservants, and I have sent to tell [this] to my master, to
:לְ הַ ּגִ יד לַ אד ֹנִ י לִ ְמצ ֹא חֵ ן ּבְ עֵ ינֶיָך
find favor in your eyes.’ “
ָאחיָך
ִ  ַוּיָׁשֻ בּו הַ ּמַ לְ ָאכִ ים אֶ ל ַי ֲעק ֹב לֵ אמ ֹר ּבָ אנּו אֶ ל.ז
7. The angels returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your
:ֹ אֶ ל עֵ ׂשָ ו וְ גַם ה ֹלֵ ְך לִ קְ רָאתְ ָך ְוַארְ ּבַ ע מֵ או ֹת אִ יׁש עִ ּמו
brother, to Esau, and he is also coming toward you, and four
 ַוּיִירָא ַי ֲעק ֹב ְמא ֹד ַוּיֵצֶ ר לו ֹ ַוּיַחַ ץ אֶ ת הָ עָ ם אֲׁשֶ ר.ח
hundred men are with him.”
:אִ ּתו ֹ וְ אֶ ת הַ ּצ ֹאן וְ אֶ ת הַ ּבָ קָ ר ְוהַ ּגְ מַ ּלִ ים לִ ְׁשנֵי מַ חֲנו ֹת
8. Jacob became very frightened and was distressed; so he divided
 ַוּי ֹאמֶ ר אִ ם יָבו ֹא עֵ ׂשָ ו אֶ ל הַ ּמַ ֲחנֶה הָ ַאחַ ת ְוהִ ּכָ הּו.ט
the people who were with him and the flocks and the cattle and
:וְ הָ יָה הַ ּמַ ֲחנֶה הַ ּנִ ְׁשָאר לִ פְ לֵ יטָ ה
the camels into two camps.
 ַוּי ֹאמֶ ר ַי ֲעק ֹב אֱֹלקי ָאבִ י ַאבְ רָהָ ם וֵאֹלהֵ י ָאבִ י יִצְ חָ ק.י
9. And he said, “If Esau comes to one camp and strikes it down,
יטיבָ ה
ִ ֵה’ הָ א ֹמֵ ר אֵ לַ י ׁשּוב לְ ַארְ צְ ָך ּולְ מו ֹלַ דְ ּתְ ָך וְ א
the remaining camp will escape.”
:עִ ּמָ ְך
10. And Jacob said, “O G-d of my father Abraham and G-d of my
ָּומּכָ ל הָ אֱמֶ ת אֲׁשֶ ר עָ ִׂשית
ִ  קָ ט ֹנְ ּתִ י ִמּכ ֹל הַ חֲסָ דִ ים.יא
father Isaac, the L-rd, Who said to me, ‘Return to your land and to
אֶ ת עַ בְ ּדֶ ָך ּכִ י בְ מַ קְ לִ י עָ בַ רְ ּתִ י אֶ ת הַ ּיַרְ ּדֵ ן הַ ּזֶה וְעַ ּתָ ה
your birthplace, and I will do good to you.’
:הָ יִיתִ י לִ ְׁשנֵי מַ חֲנו ֹת
11. I have become small from all the kindnesses and from all the
truth that You have rendered Your servant, for with my staff I
ֹ ָאחי ִמּיַד עֵ ׂשָ ו ּכִ י ָירֵא ָאנ ֹכִ י א ֹתו
ִ  הַ ּצִ ילֵ נִ י נָא ִמּיַד.יב
crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two camps.
:ּפֶ ן יָבו ֹא וְ הִ ּכַ נִ י אֵ ם עַ ל ּבָ ִנים
12. Now deliver me from the hand of my brother, from the hand
יטיב עִ ּמָ ְך וְׂשַ ְמּתִ י אֶ ת
ִ ֵ וְ אַ ּתָ ה ָאמַ רְ ּתָ הֵ יטֵ ב א.יג
of Esau, for I am afraid of him, lest he come and strike me, [and
:זַרְ עֲָך ּכְ חו ֹל הַ ּיָם אֲׁשֶ ר ֹלא יִּסָ פֵ ר מֵ ר ֹב
strike] a mother with children.
ֹ  ַוּיָלֶ ן ׁשָ ם ּבַ ּלַ יְלָ ה הַ הּוא ַוּיִּקַ ח ִמן הַ ּבָ א בְ יָדו.יד
13. And You said, ‘I will surely do good with you, and I will make
:ָאחיו
ִ ִמנְ חָ ה לְ עֵ ׂשָ ו
your seed [as numerous] as the sand of the sea, which cannot be
counted because of multitude.’”
14. So he lodged there on that night, and he took from what came into his hand a gift for his brother
Esau:
Jacob sent angels (29:4)
Rashi
He sent real angels.

Midrash
Jacob’s emissaries were human. Malachim can be rendered either as angels or human emisaaries.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe
What can we derive from Jacob’s dispatching angels when most of us do not have angels at our disposal?
Angels are non-corporeal beings. To reach unbiased conclusions, we must detach ourselves from the
process and “dispatch” only the external dimension of ourselves in order to assess our involvement.
Being confronted with an opportunity does not imply that G-d wants us to involve ourselves in it. We
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may be presented with a temptation just in order to walk away from it.

Parshat Vayishlach ב”ה

Jacob became very frightened and was distressed (29:8)
Rashi
He was frightened that he would be killed and he was distressed that in defending himself and his family
he might kill others.
Ralbag
Distress is a stronger emotion than fear. The prospect that he might be forced to kill was more
disturbing to Jacob than the possibility that he might be killed.

I have become small (32:11)
Rashi
My merits have been diminished by all the kindess You have shown me, and that is why I am afraid.
Since Your promise to me, I may have become soiled by sin and not deserve to be delivered from Esau’s
hands.
Ramban
In Jacob’s humility he declared, “I am unworthy”, he felt that he had never been worthy of all the
kindness that G-d had done to him.

Iggeret Hakodesh
When G-d granted Jacob remarkable success, he did not respond with arrogance, but with humility.
Jacob recognized G-d’s kindness as an expression of his love for him. G-d was drawing him close. And
the closer he was drawn to the inifinte G-d, the more he appreciated his own finiteness and smallness.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe
Jacob overcame his aversion and followed a three phased plan, each requiring three very different types
of behavior.
1) Battle: Although Jacob was afraid of being killed and even more of killing others, he overcame his fear
and prepared for war. Battle uses the power of aggression. 2) Prayers: Although Jacob was afraid he was
not worthy of G-d’s protection, he reached out to G-d in prayer. Prayer evokes mercy. 3) Gifts: Although
Jacob didn’t want to take these measures, he did so. Gifts are an act of kindness.

SUMMARY

When confronted with an opportunity that may challenge, tempt or oppose your
beliefs or goals:
• Send messengers: View the situation from an unbiased perspective.
• Prepare for battle: Do not shy away from strongly defending your goals.
• Pray: Bonding with your Creator will provide you with inner strength to take the
necessary practical steps.
• Give a gift: Ask yourself how you can remain strong to your morals while searching for a
conciliatory tone of resolution or a means to appease the temptation.
• Attitude: Feel humbled, not entitled, to the successes that G-d grants you. This is your
opportunity to increase your level of commitment to reach ever higher.
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