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Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Lyadi, Tanya, Part II, excerpts from chs. 2 & 3 

 

Chapter 2: … surely with the withdrawal of the power of the Creator from the thing 

created, G-d forbid, the created being would revert to naught and utter non-existence. 

Rather, the activating force of the Creator must continuously be present in the thing 

created to give it life and existence. … 

Chapter 3: … Now, following these words of truth every discerning person will 

understand clearly that every creature and being is in reality considered to be absolute 

naught and nothingness in relation to the activating force and the “breath of His 

mouth” which is within it, continuously calling it into existence and bringing it from 

absolute non-being into being. The reason that all things created and activated appear 

to us as existing and tangible is that we do not comprehend nor see with our physical 

eyes the power of G-d and the “breath of His mouth” which is in the created thing. If, 

however, the eye were permitted to see and to comprehend the life-force and 

spirituality which is in every created thing, … then the physicality, materiality and 

tangibility of the creature would not be seen by our eyes at all, for it is completely 

nullified in relation to the life-force and the spirituality which is within it … — that 

alone continuously brings it forth from naught and nullity into being, and gives it 

existence. Hence, there is truly nothing besides Him. 
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