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Parshat Behaalotcha ב”ה

BOOKSOFTHETORAH

Aflame: Lighting up a Soul
Numbers, Chapter Nine

1. The L-rd spoke to Moses, saying:
2. Speak to Aaron and say to him: “When you light the
lamps, toward the face of the menorah shall the seven
lamps cast their light.”
3. Aaron did so; towards the face of the menorah he lit its
lamps, as the L-rd commanded Moses.
4. This is how the menorah was made: beaten from (a
block) of gold, from its base to its flower it is beaten out
(of a solid block); according to the vision that the L-rd had
showed Moses, so he made the menorah.

Rashi—When you light (lit. cause to rise)

פרק ט
: ַויְדַ ּבֵ ר ה’ אֶ ל מ ֹׁשֶ ה ּלֵ אמ ֹר.א
 ּדַ ּבֵ ר אֶ ל ַא ֲהר ֹן וְ ָאמַ רְ ּתָ אֵ לָ יו ּבְ הַ עֲֹלתְ ָך אֶ ת הַ ֵּנר ֹת.ב
:אֶ ל מּול ּפְ נֵי הַ ְּמנוֹרָה יָאִ ירּו ִׁשבְ עַ ת הַ ּנֵרו ֹת
 ַוּיַעַ ׂש ּכֵ ן ַא ֲהר ֹן אֶ ל מּול ּפְ נֵי הַ ְּמנוֹרָה הֶ עֱלָ ה.ג
:ֵנר ֹתֶ יהָ ּכַ אֲׁשֶ ר צִ ּוָה ה’ אֶ ת מ ֹׁשֶ ה
 ְוזֶה מַ עֲׂשֵ ה הַ ְּמנֹרָה ִמקְ ׁשָ ה זָהָ ב עַ ד ְירֵכָ ּה עַ ד.ד
ּפִ רְ חָ ּה ִמקְ ׁשָ ה הִ וא ּכַ ּמַ רְ אֶ ה אֲׁשֶ ר הֶ רְ ָאה ה’ אֶ ת
:מ ֹׁשֶ ה ּכֵ ן עָ ׂשָ ה אֶ ת הַ ְּמנֹרָה

He is required to kindle the lamp until the flame rises by
itself, on its own accord. Our Sages further expounded from here that
there was a step in front of the menorah, on which the kohen stood to
prepare the lamps.

Rashi—Shall the seven lamps cast their light

The six lamps that were on the six branches. The three eastern ones
turned toward the middle by their wicks. Similarly, the three western
ones—the heads of their wicks were towards the middle.

Rashi—Beaten

There was a lump of gold which he beat with a hammer and cut with
shears to extend its limbs properly; but it was not made limb by limb
and then connected.

SUMMARY

• Spiritual significance of menorah is: be a lamplighter
• “Until the flame rises on its own accord” = help another become a self-sufficient
luminary.
• Uplifting another, uplifts you = the kohen stood on raised steps
• Menorah had many components = the diversity of Jewish people
• Menorah was made from a single piece of gold = all souls are essentially one
• All the wicks faced the center = we may all be unique, but we have one central goal
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