Classic Arguments of the Talmud
Hillel and Shammai

By Rabbi Yehuda Leib Schapiro

Lesson One
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Our Rabbis taught: The precept of Hanukkah [demands] one light for a man and his household; the zealous
[kindle] a light for each member [of the household]; and the extremely zealous, — Beit Shammai maintain: On
the first day eight lights are lit and thereafter they are gradually reduced; but Beit Hillel say: On the first day
one is lit and thereafter they are progressively increased. 'Ulla said: In the West [Palestine] two amoraim, R.
Yose b. Abin and R. Yose b. Zebida, differ therein: one maintains, The reason of Beit Shammai is that it shall
correspond to the days still to come, and that of Beit Hillel is that it shall correspond to the days that are gone;
but another maintains: Beit Shammai's reason is that it shall correspond to the bullocks of the Festival; whilst
Beit Hillel's reason is that we promote in [matters of] sanctity but do not reduce.

N ,2 7737 N9 noon
Talmud Tractate Rosh Hashanah 2a

WY WA 22INIR DT N2 ORAW N2 727 12K TIWA WRD VAW TR ... 07 203w OWRD VIR Tawn
N2

Mishnah. There are four new years...On the first of Shevat is the new year for trees according to the ruling of
Beit Shammai; [However] Beit Hillel maintain it’s on the fifteenth of that month.
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Mishnah. At four seasons [divine] judgment is passed on the world.... And on Sukkot judgment is passed in
respect of rain.
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