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Tour of the Mishnah
The Fourth Book of Mishnah: Nezikin
By Rabbi Yosef Shaffer
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Zeraim Moed Nashim Kodshim Taharos
Agricultural Shabbat and Marriage and The Holy Laws of ritual

Mitzvos Holidays Divorce Temple purity
Bava Kamma Bava Metzia Bava Basra Sanhedrin Makkos

Shavuos Avodah Zarah Eduyos Avos Horyos

Bava Kama: the First Gate

Damages, torts, and other civil matters.
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If a spark flies out from beneath a blacksmith’s hammer and does damage (the blacksmith) is liable. If a camel
laden with flax is walking in the public domain, if the flax (protrudes) into a shop and is ignited by the
shopkeeper’s lamp causing the building catch to catch fire, the owner of the camel is liable. If the
shopkeeper’s lamp was outside (in the public domain) the shopkeeper is liable. R’ Yehudah says if it was a
Chanukah lamp (a Menorah) he is exempt.

Bava Metziah: the middle Gate

Property law, interest, and other civil matters. Returning lost property and the obligations to safeguard the
property of another.
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If one hires workers and stipulates with them to (begin working) at dawn and (to work until (dusk), if the
customary practice in the area is not to (work from dawn to dusk) he may not force them to. In a place where
it is customary to feed them he must feed them, (in a place where it is customary to provide) liftan, he must
do so. All according to the practice in the vicinity. R’ Yochanan ben Masia once told his son to hire workers.
(The son) went and did so, stipulating that he would feed them. When he returned to his father, his father told
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him “Mly son! Even if you provide them with a feast like that of King Solomon you would still not fulfill your
obligation! For they are the descendents of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Go back and specify that you will
provide them with bread and lentils”. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said “he did not need to (return and clarify)
for it goes according to the common practice in the country”.

Bava Basra: The Last Gate

Property law, inheritance, laws of documents, and other civil matters.
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Partners (who share a courtyard) that want to divide their courtyard should build the wall in the center. (The
materials used in constructing the wall should conform with the common practice in their vicinity (unless both
partners prefer otherwise) whether it be) gvil (stones that are not smoothed down), gazis (stones that are
smoothed (and therefore slightly smaller)), kfisin (half-bricks), or leveinim (bricks) — all according with the
common practice. (If using) Gvil (which is generally six handbreadths wide) each gives three handbreadths, (if
using) gazis (generally five handbreadths) each gives two and a half handbreadths, (if using) kfisin (generally
four handbreadths wide) each gives two handbreadths), if using leveinim (generally three handbreadths wide)
each gives one and a half handbreadths. Therefore, iif the wall collapses the space (it occupied) and the stones
belong to them both.

Sanhedrin

The Judicial system, laws and punishments. Court procedure, laws of High Priests and Monarchs. The
Messianic era.
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Both civil cases and capital cases require examination and inquiry (of witnesses), as it is written (Leviticus
24:22) "You shall have one justice." What is the difference civil cases and criminal cases: Civil cases (are tried)
with three (judges), and capital cases, with twenty-three. Civil cases are opened either (with arguments) to
acquit or to convict, and capital cases open (with arguments) to acquit but do not open (with arguments) to
convict. Civil cases are decided by one either to acquit or to convict; capital cases are decided by one to acquit
or by two to convict. Civil cases, (the verdict) can change between acquittal and conviction; capital cases can
change to acquittal but cannot change to conviction Civil cases, all can rule for acquittal or conviction; capital
cases, all can rule for acquittal but all cannot rule for conviction. Civil cases, one who convicts can acquit and
one who acquits can convict; in capital cases, one who convicts can acquit, but one who acquits cannot turn
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and convict. Civil cases can be tried during the day and can finish at night; capital cases are tried during the
day and must finish during day. Civil cases finish on the same day for either acquittal or conviction; capital
cases finish on the same day for acquittal and the next day for conviction, therefore there cannot be trials on
Friday evening or the evening before a holiday.

Makkos

A continuation of Sanhadrein’s themes. Laws of testimony, manslaughter, and lashes.

Shavuos

The laws of Oaths.
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(If one) swears not to eat and the eats bread made of wheat, barley bread, and spelt bread, he is liable (only
for violating) one (oath). If however, he specified in the oath and swore not to eat wheat bread, barley bread,
and spelt bread, he is liable for each one.

Avodah Zarah

Mainly prohibitions instituted to distance the community from pagan practices.

Eduyos

A collection of rulings taught on a historic day in the Sanhedrin. After Rabban Gamliel was removed from the
Office of Nasi, he was succeeded by R Elazar ben Azariah. R Elazar allowed many more students to join in the
learning and deliberations. On that day many new teachings were offered.

X jN9 NI'ITY NdON NIvn

NIAX NV IMAT 7Y TR DR XN' K7W D'RAN DNIT? TN%77 07027 7701 'Rnw NQT DX D™ N1 T nwn
:DNMAT 7V 1My X7 0721Vn

TN NQT DX T N DR OXRY 2000 N2TI XX D270 'RERID F2NMN 2 TR AT T Nl in mwn
72X NNONQ 1191 7ITA D' ANl NNONA 11NN 7T 'Y TV NAN PT N AT 7027 70 T N 'RY 1Y 1IN0t
"IN NNdN2 AN 7T N TV 1MAT 7027 7100 11'R NNdNA XY 7AN 'ana na RY

4. ...and why are the words of Shamai and Hillel recorded for naught (since the law in this case does not accord
with them)? To teach future generations that one should not insist on one’s own opinion just as the
“patriarchs of the world” (the great Torah scholars) did not persist in their opinion (but conceded to the ruling
of Shmaya and Avtalyon). 5. And why are the minority opinions mentioned if the law accords with the
majority (of Torah sages)? So that a later court should not rule like the minority opinion unless they are
greater than the (previous court) both in numbers and in wisdom...
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Avos

Ethics of our Fathers.
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1. Moses received the Torah (from G-d) at Sinai and gave it over to Joshua, Joshua gave it to the Elders, the
Elders to the Prophets, the Prophets to the men of the Great Assembly. They said three (main) teachings: A. Be
deliberate in judgment, establish many students, and provide a fence (safeguards) for the (observance) Torah.
2. Shimon Hatzadik (the Righteos) was from the last members of the Great Assembly. He used to say: The
world stands on three pillars, Torah, Avodah (offerings in the Temple and prayer), and acts of kindness.

Horyos

Special Korbanos that were offered when the Sanhedrin erred and cause the people to violate the Torah.
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