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Tour of the Mishnah
The Second Book of Mishnah: Moed
By Rabbi Yosef Shaffer
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In loving memory of Reb Gedaliah Shaffer O.B.M.

Zeraim Nashim Nezikin Kodshim Taharos
Agricultural Marriage and Civil and The Holy Laws of ritual

Mitzvos Divorce Judicial Law Temple purity
Shabbos Eruvin Pesachim Shekalim Yoma Sukkah
Beitzah Rosh Hashanah Ta’anis Megillah Moed Katan Chagigah

Shabbos:

Laws and obligations of the day of rest.
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A tailor should not go out with his needle close to nightfall lest he forget and go forth (carrying the needle on
Shabbat); nor a scribe with his quill; nor should one search his clothes or read by lamplight. In fact they said
the teacher may look in where the children are reading but he himself must not read...
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There are 39 primary categories of work (forbidden on the Sabbath, with many more subsidiaries — not
mentioned in this Mishna). Seeding, plowing, reaping, gathering, threshing, winnowing, sorting, grinding,
sifting, kneading, baking, shearing wool, bleaching it, combing it, dyeing it, spinning it, mounting the warp of
the loom, setting two heddles [in preparation to weaving], weaving two threads, unraveling two threads,
tying a knot, untying a knot, sewing two stitches, tearing in preparation of sewing two stitches, trapping a
deer, slaughtering it, skinning it, salting it & tanning its hide, smoothing [the hide], cutting the hide [into
useful shapes], writing two letters, erasing in order to write two letters, building, demolishing, extinguishing
a flame, kindling a fire, striking the final blow (completing production of an object), transferring an object
from place to place. These are the 39 primary categories of work.
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Eruvin:

Rabbinic enactments concerning some Shabbos laws.

Pesachim: passover

e Many laws governing the Korban Pesach - the offering brought to the Holy Temple on the eve of
Passover.

e The mitzvos concerning matzah and the prohibitions against chametz (leaven).

e Laws and traditions of the Seder night.
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Rabban Gamliel would say “one who has not said the following three things at the Pesach (seder) has not
fulfilled his obligation. Pesach, Matzah, and Marror. Pesach, because the Omnipresent passed over (posach)
our ancestors homes in Egypt (during the plague of the firstborn). Matzah, because our ancestors were
redeemed from Egypt. Maror (bitter herbs), because the Egyptians embittered our ancestors lives in Egypt. In
every generation one must see himself as if he left Egypt as it says: ‘And you shall tell your son on that day, it
is because of this, because of what G-d did for me when | left Egypt’. Therefore we must thank, prais, laud,
glorify, exalt, honor , bless , extol, acclaim...He who has done for our ancestors and for us all of these
miracles. He took us out of bondage to freedom, from distress to joy, from mourning to a happy day, from
darkness to a great light, and from slavery to redemption and let us say before Him Hallelukah (Praised be G-
d).

Shekalim:

Collection of the half-Shekelas well as the expenses and expenditure of the Bais Hamikdash.
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With three baskets, each holding three se’ah they would remove the Terumah from the (treasury) chamber.
They were marked, Alef, Beis, Gimmel. R’ Yishmael says thery were marked in Greek: Alpha, Beta, Gamma.
The one who withdrew the funds may not enter the chamber wearing a hemmed garment, shoes, sandals,
tefillin, or amulets (in which he might conceal coins). Lest people say -became poor- that it was because he
sinned and embezzled from the treasury. And lest people say — if he became wealthy- that his wealth came
from Temple funds. Because one must be free of blame before society as before G-d as it states (Numbers
32): “and you shall be clean before G-d and Israel”. And (Proverbs 3) “and you shall find favor and good
understanding in the eyes of G-d and Man”.

Yoma: Yyom Kippur

¢ The special service of the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) in the Holy Temple.
e Laws and obligations surrounding the Day of Atonement.
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On Yom Kippur the following five things are prohibited: Eating, drinking, bathing, anointing oneself, wearing
shoes and marital relations. Kings and brides may wash their faces and a new mother may wear shoes
according to R’ Eliezer, the Sages forbid it.

One who eats the volume of a large date, along with its pit or drinks (the amount that could fill) his cheeks is

liable (for punishment) All foods combine to make up the volume of a date and all drinks combine for the
volume of a cheekful, food and drink however, do not combine.

Sukkah:

The eight day holiday of Sukkos. Laws governing the Sukkah structure and the “four species”.
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A sukkah higher than 20 cubits is invalid. R’ Yehudah validates it. (A sukkah) lower than 10 handbreadths, or
(one) without (at least) three walls, or (one) where the sunlight exceeds the shade is invalid. An old Sukkah:
The school of Shammai invalidate, The school of Hillel validate. What is an old sukkah? One that was built
more than thirty days before the holiday (Sukkos). If it was built specifically for the holiday, even if it was
built in the beginning of the year, it is kosher.

Beitzah:

Laws that apply to the major Holidays.

Rosh Hashanah:

The New Year. The prayers and Shofar blowing.
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The shofar (used on) Rosh Hashanah is made from a wild goat, is straight, with a gold coated mouthpiece, and

two trumpets at its sides. The shofar (blasts) are long and the trumpets short, for the mitzvah of the day is with
the shofar.

Ta’anis: Fast days.

Megillah:

Major mitzvos include:

e Reading (or hearing) the Megillah.
e Gifts of food.

e Charity.

e Festive meal.

Moed Katan:

Chol Hamoed: The “intermediate days” of the Holidays. See Below.

Chagigah:

The special offering brought to the Temple in Jerusalem on the major Holidays.
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Definition of Terms:*

Bais Hamikdash: The Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

Eruv (pl. Eruvin) Constructions/delineations that alter the domains of the Sabbath for carrying
and travel

Chol Hamoed The ‘intermediate’ days of the Holidays. Not all Holiday laws apply but some do.

In Israel: days 2,3,4,5 and 6 of Passover; 2,3,4,5,6, and 7 of Sukkos.
Outside Israel: days 3,4,5 and 6 of Passover; 3,4,5,6 and 7 of Sukkos.

Mitzvah: Divine commandment (pl. mitzvos).
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