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Tour of the Mishnah
The First Book of Mishnah: Zeraim

By Rabbi Yosef Shaffer
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Moed Nashim Nezikin Kodshim Taharos
Shabbat and | Marriage and Civil and The Holy Laws of ritual
Holidays Divorce Judicial Law Temple purity
Berachot ‘ Pe’ah ‘ Demai ‘ Kilayim ‘ Shevi’is ‘ Terumos
Ma’asros | Ma’aser Sheini | Challah \ Orlah \ Bikkurim

Berachot:

1. Reciting the Shema
2. The daily prayers
3. Blessings
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Mishna Berachos 1:1 From when may one recite the Shema in the evenings? From the time that the kohanim
may begin eating their terumah, (Until when?) until the end of the first night watch (a third of the night), this
according to R’ Eliezer. The Sages say until midnight. Rabban Gamliel says until dawn. It once happened that
(Rabban Gamliel’s) sons came (home late) from a banquet and told him they had not yet recited the Shema.
He replied “if dawn has not yet broken you must still recite it. And not only that, but wherever the Sages
ruled that a given mitzvah could be performed only until midnight — it may really be performed until dawn.
(Such as) The burning of sacrificial parts of korbanot is allowed until dawn, the eating of some korbanot is
allowed until dawn. If so, why did the until midnight? (As a safeguard)To distance people from sin”.
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Peah: Gifts to the poor.

1. Peah - the uncut corner.
2. Leket - the fallen stalks.
3. Shikcha - the forgotten sheaf.
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These are things (mitzvos) that have no set measure: Pe’ah, Bikkurim (first fruit, see below), appearing at
the Holy Temple (on Holidays), acts of kindness, and the study of Torah. The following are things (mitzvos)
whose fruits one consumes in this world while the ‘principal’ (the main reward) awaits in the world to come:
Honoring one’s parents, acts of kindness, bringing peace between two people, and bringing peace between
husband and wife.

Demai:

Produce of questionable tevel* status. Tithes must be taken before it may be consumed.

Kilayim: Forbidden mingling

1. Kilei Zeraim: Crop mingling
2. Kilei Beheima: Interbreeding (species) of animals
3. Kilei Begadim: Garments containing wool and linen
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It is forbidden to plant grapevines together with grains, (if already planted they) are forbidden to keep (but
must be uprooted), and are forbidden to benefit from. It is forbidden to plant different species of grains
together or (if already planted) to keep them, but they may be eaten and of course are permitted to benefit
from. Kilayim of garments (wool and linen sewn together in a garment) are permitted for all uses other than
wearing them. One may raise hybrid animals and keep them, but may not (breed animals together to)
produce one.
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Shevi’is: The Sabbatical Year

Every seventh year the land may not be worked. What grows spontaneously is ownerless. Loans are forgiven.

[The next few tractates discuss various Kohannic and Levitic gifts]

Terumos:

Approximately one fiftieth of the crop is designated as Terumah and given to a kohen. It has a sacred status
and may be eaten only by a kohen in a state of ritual purity (taharah).

Ma’asros:

A tenth of the remaining produce is given to a Levite.
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A general rule was said regarding (which produce falls under the obligation of) tithes. If it is food, guarded
(not ownerless), and grows from the ground then one must tithe from it...

Ma’aser Sheini:

A tenth of the remainder is designated as Ma’aser Sheini (the second tithe) and must be eaten in Jerusalem.
This is done in the first, second, fourth, and fifth years of the seven-year Shemittah cycle. In years 3 and 6
Ma’aser Ani takes the place of Ma’aser Sheini. It is given to the poor.
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Ma’aser Sheini may be eaten, drunk, and (used to) anoint (oneself). (This means to) eat what is normally
eaten and anoint oneself with something normally used for that purpose. (For example) one may not anoint
oneself with wine or vinegar but may do so with oil...
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Challah:

When baking bread, a portion of dough goes to the kohen (or is burnt).
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Dough made from (any of the following) five types of grains falls under the obligation of Challah: Wheat,
barley, spelt, oats, and rye. One must perform the mitzvah of challah with such dough and they combine with
each other (to form the minimum amount that requires challah). Additionally the chadash prohibition applies
to them (one may not consume grains from the new crop until after Passover)...

Orlah:

For the first three years of a fruit tree’s life, its fruit are forbidden. In the fourth year they are permitted but
have a special status (similar to Ma’aser Sheini). They can be eaten only in Jerusalem and in a state of purity
(taharah).

Bikkurim:

The first fruit of the season are brought to the Bais Hamikdash with great pageantry and fanfare, a special
proclamation of thanksgiving is made and the fruits are given to the kohanim.
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1. How are the Bikkurim designated? When a person goes into his field and sees a fig, a cluster (of grapes), a
pomegranate that has ripened (earliest in the season) he marks it with a gemi and declares “these are
bikkurim”. R’ Shimon says he must declare them bikkurim again after they are harvested.
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2. How are the Bikkurim brought up (to Jerusalem)? (The inhabitants of) all the towns of the ma’amad* (see
below) would gather in the city of the ma'mad, they would spend the night in the city square without
entering the homes. When they awoke, the person in charge would proclaim (quoting Psalms) “Arise and let
us go up to Zion, to the House of the L-rd our G-d”.
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3. (Those coming from) close bring figs and grapes, (those coming from) afar bring dried figs and raisins. An
ox would lead the way, its horns gilded and crowned with an olive wreath. The flute would be playing until
they arrived at the outskirts of Jerusalem. Once there, the crowned their bikkurim. The dignitaries, the
deputies, and the treasurers would come out of the city to greet them, according to their numbers. The
merchants of Jerusalem would stand before them and greet them “our brethren, citizens of (their) town, may
your coming be in peace!”

o RG Tour of the Mishnah: Zeraim
www.chabad.org/1421670




Page |6

Bais Hamikdash:

Gemara:

Halachah:

Kohen:

Krias Shema:

Levite:

Ma’amad:

Ma’ariv:

Ma’aser:

Mincha:

Mishna:

Mitzvah:

Shachris:

Shemittah:

Terumabh:

Tevel:

Definition of Terms:*

The Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

Rabbinic commentary and analysis of the Mishna. The definitive word in
Jewish Law.
Jewish law.

(pl. kohannim) A descendent of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi.

Reciting the Biblical passage which begins “Hear O Israel, the L-rd is our G-d,
the Lord is one” (Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad).
A member of the tribe of Levi.

The early prophets divided the Jewish People into twenty-four groups, each
called a ma’amad.(pl. ma’amados). Each Ma'amad consisted of Kohanim,
Levites and Israelites.

The evening prayers.

One tenth of the produce is given to a Levite.
The afternoon prayers.

A condensation of many of the laws contained in the Oral Torah (Torah
Sheba’al Peh).
Divine commandment (pl. mitzvos).

The morning prayers.

Every seventh year is the Sabbatical year during which no work may be done
in the field.

Approximately one fiftieth of the produce is given to a kohen and assumes
sacred status. It may be eaten only by a kohen in a state of ritual purity.
Produce from which the kohannic gifts have not been taken (and) may not be
eaten.
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