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I n parashat Vayeishev, we saw Joseph begin his odyssey in Egypt, following him as 
he was sold to the royal butcher, promoted to the position of chief administra--
tor of his master’s household, incarcerated on trumped-up charges, and subse--

quently promoted to chief administrator of the prison. While imprisoned, he interpreted 
the dreams of his fellow inmates, predicting that one of them would shortly be freed and 
asking him to intercede on his behalf upon his release. The parashah closes as this former 
inmate chooses to ignore Joseph’s request, leaving him to languish in prison.

ascent. Both times that Joseph appears to be on his way out of his predicament, he is cast 
once more into a new one: The moment he began to indulge in feelings of security as the 

he again felt secure when he was promoted to chief administrator of the prison, he was 
shown how hopeless his prospects were. Both instances in which he ascended to power 

the best imaginable vantage point under the circumstances, he was still merely a slave, 
a prisoner. By the end of the parashah, his apparent successes, rather than providing him 
with hope, only made a mockery of his situation, leaving him desperate.

Parashat Mikeitz shows Joseph once again promoted, this time to viceroy of Egypt. In 
contrast to his previous promotions, this time he remains in his prominent post until the 
end of his life, and is granted not only full control over his own life but over everyone 
else’s lives, as well.

From this perspective, Joseph’s life as evinced in this parashah begins to mirror that of 
-

environment, Joseph was starting to manifest the essential qualities his father had seen in 
him from birth, qualities which would later enable him to continue the work Jacob him--
self had started: overcoming the most profound challenge to the Divine mission, exile.

The essence of exile is living under the control of some power that deprives us of the 
freedom to live our lives as God would like us to. It is immaterial whether that “power” 
is political, social, or psychological; whether we submit to it unwillingly or willingly; 
whether we are physically located in our native country or not. Whatever the case, exile is 

Mikeitz

Overview



OVERVIEW OF MIKEITZ

the mentality that we must constantly seek the approval or bend to the will of an author--
ity whose values are inimical to ours. Being in exile is thus the single most challenging 

true calling.
As we have seen, when Jacob saw that Esau was not ready to join forces with him in 

energy and passion would be a long, arduous, and gradual process. In the course of this 
process, there would be times when Esau’s descendants would gain the upper hand, and 

or spiritual exile. In such times, it would be crucial for them to follow Joseph’s example, to 
be able to thrive under adverse conditions and eventually even triumph over them.

is alluded to in the name of this parashah, Mikeitz, which means “at the end.” The word 
for “end” used here actually means “extreme,” and thus alludes to how evil, the lower 
extreme on the moral continuum, should elicit our inner strengths for good, the upper 
extreme of that continuum. Inasmuch as the two “extremes” of any process are its begin--
ning and its end, the word Mikeitz alludes not only to the end of exile—whether Joseph’s 
exile in prison or our present personal and general exiles—but also to how this nexus 
itself becomes the beginning of redemption. 

As we shall see, Joseph was able to turn his life around, extricating himself from 
the depths and soaring to the heights, by learning to surrender his ego. As soon as he 
acknowledged God’s presence and providence in his life, abandoning the illusion that his 
achievements were the result of his own prowess, true success ceased to elude him.

These, then, are the lessons of parashat Mikeitz. Every descent we undergo is intended 
to lead us to an even greater ascent; the key to transforming a descent into an ascent is 

powers of passion and ambition and transforming them into good and holy forces.
Joseph ultimately derived the power to nullify his ego and thrive in the face of adver--

sity from the Torah he had learned with his father during childhood. We, too, must look 
to the Torah for inspiration and instruction on how to survive in our exile and advanta--
geously exploit it. Nowadays, we must turn in particular to the inner dimension of the 
Torah, which sensitizes us to the inner dimension of reality, enabling us to see all of life’s 
challenges for what they truly are—God’s means of elevating us to higher levels of spiri--
tual maturity.

-
tion. Thus, transforming the extreme of evil into the opposite extreme of goodness—by 
neutralizing our ego and remaining unwaveringly loyal to our Divine mission—will also 
transform the extreme of exile into its opposite extreme of Redemption. The name of this 
parashah, Mikeitz, thus alludes not only to the dynamic of transformation that leads to 
redemption, but also to the Redemption itself, the end of the long exile and beginning of 
the messianic future.1

1. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5746, p. 74; Sefer HaSichot 5751, vol. 1, pp. 201-202; Sefer HaSichot 5752, vol. 1, p. 202; Hitva’aduyot 5743,
vol. 2, p. 721-722.
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predicting an actual regression from years of plenty to 
years of famine.
Joseph’s dreams, in contrast, occurred as a progression: 

a temporary phenomenon, existing only to challenge 
holiness. Therefore, any change that occurs in holiness 

A
raoh dreamed only of the earthly—animals and food, 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch was imprisoned by the So--

3

41:1

2

3

4

5

6

3. Likutei Sichot
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Pharaoh’s Dreams
41:1 At the end of two full years, Pharaoh had a dream. In his dream, there he
was, standing by the Nile River,
2 when seven good-looking, robust cows emerged from the Nile River and start--
ed grazing in the marsh.
3
River, and they stood next to the cows on the bank of the Nile
River.
4 The ugly, scrawny cows ate up the seven good-looking, robust cows. Pharaoh
then woke up.
5 He fell asleep and dreamed a second time. In this dream, there were seven ears
of grain, healthy and good , growing on a single stalk.
6

1 Pharaoh had a dream: Because Joseph, the central 

the purpose of their existence is to challenge us 

or simply challenges designed to elicit our dormant 

2-6 Seven cows…seven ears of grain:

 It is therefore 

endure.

T

1. Likutei Sichot 2. See Likutei

Genesis 41:1-6
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14 He changed…his…clothes: Joseph’s release from 

Spiritually, then, he “changed his clothes” to prepare 

der to protect himself spiritually, Joseph planned to 
remain spiritually detached from Egypt. The material 

to God. 

self.6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

6. Likutei Sichot
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7 The gaunt ears then swallowed up the seven healthy, full ears. Pharaoh awoke
and behold, it was clear to him that he had dreamed a complete dream

.
8 In the morning, his spirit was agitated, so he sent for and called all the nec--
romancers and wise men of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but none of
them were able to interpret them to Pharaoh’s satisfaction.

dream, since years of famine and years of plenty cannot occur simultaneously. 

4

9 The chief cupbearer then spoke up and said to Pharaoh, “I must mention my
transgressions today.
10 Pharaoh was angry with his servants, and he put the chief baker and me into
custody in the house of the chief butcher.
11 We both had a dream on the same night, he and I, each having a dream that
accorded with its interpretation.
12 And there, in custody with us, was a

phisticated youth; secondly, he is a Hebrew
a servant of the chief butcher

royal raiment. We told him our dreams and he interpreted them for us, interpret--
ing them for each of us according to his dream and its details.
13 And just as he had interpreted them for us, so it transpired: rein--
stated me to my post, while hanged him, .”
14 Pharaoh sent messengers and had Joseph summoned, and they hurried him
out of the dungeon. He had his hair cut
changed from his prison clothes to ordinary clothes, and then appeared before
Pharaoh.

4. Likutei Sichot 5. Likutei Sichot

Genesis 41:7-14
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Second Reading 15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, but there is no one
who can interpret it, and I have heard reliable reports about you that you can
understand a dream and interpret it.”
16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not by my own power; God will provide an
answer through me for Pharaoh’s welfare.”
17 Pharaoh then spoke to Joseph: “In my dream, I was standing on the bank of
the Nile River.
18 And then, out of the Nile River emerged seven cows, robust and well-formed,
and they grazed in the marsh.
19 -
ciated; I have never seen such bad ones in all Egypt. They stood next to 

20 The emaciated, ill
21 These were ingested inside them, but it wasn’t visibly apparent that
they had been ingested inside them: their appearance was just as ill
formed as before. Then I woke up.
22 I then saw in my dream that seven full, good ears of grain were grow--
ing on a single stalk.
23

24 The gaunt ears of grain then swallowed up the seven good ears. I told
this to the necromancers, but not one of them could explain it to me.”
25 Joseph said to Pharaoh, “ Pharaoh’s dream
tition of one and the same dream. God has told Pharaoh what He is about to do.
26  Next, the seven
good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are the same seven years; it
is all one dream.
27 The seven emaciated, ill

They will be seven years of famine.

[16-28] “God [Elokim] will provide an answer…
God [Elokim] has shown Pharaoh what He is
about to do”: The Name
nent aspects of God, that is, to God the Creator, the 

Havayah

 “
melech.”

Havayah

is Havayah
Havayah.”

a notion.

INNER DIMENSIONS

7. Likutei Sichot   8. Likutei Sichot 9. Likutei Sichot
10. 11. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5697 12. 13. Likutei Sichot

Genesis 41:15-27
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P

allude to feeling close to God during prayer. Famine 

opposing sentiments can coexist.

the rational mind. Similarly, during exile, our “rational 

this transcendence manifests itself in dreams and exile, 

past the external contradiction of exile, to see its root 

B

conscious capacities of our souls operated soundly. 
During exile, these capacities are asleep. Ironically, this 

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

21. Likutei Sichot 22. Likutei Sichot

SECOND READING
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28 It is as I have told Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do.
29 Seven years are coming during which there will be great abundance in the
entire land of Egypt.

30 These will be followed by seven years of famine, when

. The famine will ravage the land.
31 The former abundance will not be discernible in the land, due to the famine
that is to follow

for it will be very severe.
32 As for Pharaoh the same dream twice, this is because the mat--
ter stands ready before God, and God is moving quickly to carry it out.
33 So now, let Pharaoh seek out a man of discernment and wisdom and put him
in charge of Egypt.
34 for

during the seven years of plenty.
35 Let them gather all the food during these coming good years, and let them
store grain under Pharaoh’s control for food in the cities, and guard it.

30 Seven years of plenty will be followed by seven
years of famine, when all the abundance in Egypt

plenty. The inspiration of the Torah sustains us during 

35 The seven years of famine and seven years of plen--
ty will occur simultaneously: The dreams of Joseph 

precursor of all our exiles.

ile is analogous to that of a dream. Dreams consist of 

to the exile, to teach us that although our actions are 

14. 15. 16. Likutei Sichot 17. 18. ,
Bereishit 19. . See Bereishit Rabbah 20. See

Genesis 41:28-35
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languages.

43 They proclaimed before him, “The king’s counsel--
or! How wise is he, and yet so young! Bend the knee

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

29.

THIRD READING
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36 The food will then be held in reserve for the land for the seven years of
famine that will be in Egypt, so that the land will not be depopulated by the
famine.”
37 The way

pleased Pharaoh
and all his courtiers,
38
clearly has the spirit of God within him?”

Joseph as Viceroy
Third Reading 39 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to
you, there is no one as discerning and wise as you

.
40 You shall be in charge of my court, and by your orders will all my people be
provided for. Only by the throne

will I outrank you.
41 Except for this,” Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am hereby giving you the same 
power over the entire land of Egypt.”

42 Pharaoh removed his signet ring
from his own hand and put it on Joseph’s hand. He had
him dressed in robes of linen and placed the
gold chain around his neck.
43 He had him ride through the capital city, in his sec--
ond royal chariot, and they proclaimed before him, “The king’s counselor! How
wise he is for his young age! Bend the knee to him!” He was thus given
authority over the entire land of Egypt.

transcend such limitations and can experience holiness 

tions, such as ascending the spiritual ladder one step at 
42-45 Pharaoh removed his signet ring…. The angel
Gabriel came and taught him…. He gave him Asnat,
daughter of Potiphera…as a wife: According to Torah 

23. 24. 25. Likutei Sichot 26. 27. Likutei Sichot,
28.

Genesis 41:36-43
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ing.

that they prostrated  This is 

Bend the knee:

 This is an appropriate 
 functioned as 

44

45

[44] He must know all seventy languages, as is ex--
pected of all royalty:

[44] The angel Gabriel came and taught Joseph the
seventy languages:

hei
from God’s Name to Joseph’s name. This is alluded 

hei

43

The hei hei of 
God’s Name Havayah ( hei bi--
nah.44 hei therefore suggests 

of the seminal point of insight (chochmah
curs in binah.

hei
 nations,

46

INNER DIMENSIONS

37. 38. Likutei Sichot 39. 40. 41. 42. See
43. Sotah 44. Me’orei , Ma’arechet Yud, Mem.  45. 46. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5745 ,
Bereshit Sefer HaMa’amarim 5631

THIRD READING
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44 Pharaoh then said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh
.

or his foot to mount 
a horse in the entire land of Egypt.”

addressed Joseph in, Joseph replied to him in that same language.

Shem.

45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Tzafnat Paneiach
, and gave him Asnat, daughter of Joseph’s former master Potiphera, lord33 of

On, as a wife. Joseph thus went out to oversee Egypt.

to him!”: These three proclamations are all alluded to 
avrech

pretations.

cus34

 He therefore translates avrech
avrech is clearly related to 

berech

raoh.

36

avrech

avrech

I

30. 31. 32. Sotah 33. 34. See ,
. 35. Sifri, 36.

Genesis 41:44-45
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place some “soil” inside it.

 If our 

Torah’s meaning and message.

gation to teach the Torah to others,  saying, “I am too 

The Torah therefore teaches us here that the humility, 

at Sinai.

O

Torah.

to their children, creating an endless chain of spiritual 
sustenance.
52-51 Manasseh…Ephraim:

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

54. See Shabbat 55. End of the Amidah, from Berachot 56. , 57.
58. Berachot 59. Likutei Sichot

THIRD READING
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46 Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt.

plenty.

 that God 

The Seven Years of Plenty
47 During the seven years of plenty, the land gathered grain

by the handful, that is, unhurriedly.
48 Joseph collected all the surplus food during the seven years that
come to pass in Egypt, and he placed the food in storage complexes in the cities.

Joseph therefore placed with the food
surrounding the city .
49 Joseph amassed quantities of grain as abundant as the sands of the sea, until
the treasurer had to stop counting it since there was too much to count.
50 Two sons were born to Joseph before the year of famine arrived, borne to
him by Asnat, daughter of Potiphera, lord of On.
51 Menasheh —“be--
cause God has made me forget all my past
hardships, all I held dear in my father’s
household.”

52 He named the second child Ephraim peri, —“because,” he said, 
“

48 Joseph therefore placed with the food some soil it had grown: Metaphorically, our food is the Torah 
 In order for us to retain this 

47. 48. 49. Likutei Sichot 50. Likutei Sichot 51. Likutei Sichot,
52. Likutei Sichot 53. See Sanhedrin VeRav , ad .

Genesis 41:46-52
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 The consistently 

past experience spurs them on to continued good. This 

64

55 So all the males in Egypt had themselves circum--
cised:

that he had the Egyptians circumcised. 

ing carnal pleasure, 66 is 

into God’s home.

N

 and our 

-

53

54

55

64. 65. 66. 67. ad
.  68. Likutei Sichot 69. Eitz Chaim,  6.  70. 71. Likutei Sichot

FOURTH READING
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The Years of Famine Begin
Fourth Reading 53 The seven years of plenty that came to pass in Egypt came to
an end.
54 The seven years of famine then began, just as Joseph had said .
There was famine in all the other lands, but throughout Egypt there was bread,

.
55

When all Egypt starving,

The people then cried out to Pharaoh
for bread,

So Pharaoh
announced to all Egypt, “Go to Joseph, and do whatever he tells you to.” So all 

Chronologically, therefore, Manasseh preceded 
63

A
Manasseh represents penitents. Each group is inspired 

60. 61. Likutei Sichot 62. See 63. Likutei Sichot

Genesis 41:53-55



[1] Jacob saw that there was produce in Egypt: The
shever

shards that had fallen there through the process of 
.

INNER DIMENSIONS

there and buy us produce from there, so that we may live and not die.” The 

further told them,

 RASHI

552

56

57

42:1

2

76. 77. 78. 79.

FOURTH READING
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56 When the famine struck all the
the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses containing all the grain, and he sold

57 the entire region came to Egypt, to Joseph, to buy produce, for the
famine had grown severe in the entire region.

the years of famine further on.

Joseph’s Brothers’ First Journey to Egypt
42:1

Jacob heard
that there was produce in Egypt, and, at the same time, he saw in a prophetic 

that there was some type of cure
in Egypt.

sions. Jacob therefore said to his sons, “Why do you pretend to the Ishmaelites 

yourselves
?

going hungry. Why should you allow yourselves becoming lean through 
hunger?”
2 He then said, “Look, I have heard that there is produce in Egypt. Go down

72. 73. 74. 75. Likutei Sichot

Genesis 41:56-42:2
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8 Joseph recognized his brothers…they did not recog--
nize him:

remain righteous.

4 3

5

6

7

8

Canaan, to buy food.”
8 Although, as stated, Joseph recognized his brothers

changed drastically in the interim—they did not recognize him
. Nonetheless, 

Joseph treated them as his brothers, pitying them, 
despite the fact that they had not treated him

86. Likutei Sichot

FOURTH READING
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3

Joseph’s brothers thus
went down to Egypt as ten

to buy grain
from Egypt.
4 But Jacob did not send along Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his other broth--
ers, for he said, “Lest some disaster befall him.”

per se

5 The sons of Israel came to buy produce
gate, as their father had suggested, and mingling among all those others who had
also come , as their father had instructed them, for the famine had extended
to Canaan.
6 Joseph, as viceroy of the land, was the one who sold produce to all the people
of the region, and Joseph’s brothers prostrated themselves before him with their
faces to the ground.
7 Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but

family into the chosen people. Therefore, he acted like a stranger toward them
and spoke to them harshly.

he asked them,
, “Where are you from?”

They replied, “From

80. Likutei Sichot 81. 82. 83. Likutei Sichot 84. Likutei Sichot,
85.

Genesis 42:3-8
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9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

rest of you go and bring back the produce
chased in Egypt for satiating the hunger of your households.

FIFTH READING
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9 He recalled the dreams that he had dreamed about them,

he said to
them, “You are spies! You have come to see where the land is vulnerable.”
10 They said to him, “No, my lord! Do not say such a thing, for we, your servants,
have come to buy food.
11 We are all the sons of the same man.”

“We are honorable
men; your servants have never been spies!”
12 He said to them, “No! You have come to see where the
land is vulnerable!

”
13 They answered, “ We, your servants, were twelve brothers,
the sons of one man who is in Canaan. The youngest is today with our father,
and the other one has gone missing .”
14 Joseph said to them, “

He said to them, “Then it is exactly as I told you : you are spies, and you 
.

15 By this you shall be put to the test: on the life of Pharaoh that
you will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here.
16 Send one of you to bring me your youngest brother, while the rest of you remain
imprisoned here, so that the veracity of your words may be put to the test. If he
does not , then by the life of Pharaoh, you are indeed spies!”

17 He then held them all in custody for three days
consider their situation calmly and rationally.
18 On the third day, Joseph said to them, “
than I had originally planned. Do, then, as follows, and you will live.
trust me, for I am a God-fearing person.

19 If you are being truthful, Let one
of your brothers remain as hostage in your present place of detention, while the

87. Likutei Sichot 88. Hitva’aduyot 5748

Genesis 42:9-19
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them to repent out of recognition of the magnitude 

you against sinning and yet you chose to ignore my 
pleas.”

20

21

22

23

24

94. , 95. Ikarim 96. Likutei Sichot

FIFTH READING
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20 You shall then bring me your youngest brother, and thus your words will be
substantiated and you will not die.” They agreed to do this.
21

They then said to one another, “We are indeed guilty regarding
our brother, for we saw his anguish when he pleaded with us, but we would not
listen. That is why this misfortune has come upon us.”
22 Reuben responded to them and said, “Did I not tell you, ‘Do not sin against
the boy’? But you would not listen. And now that it is clear that he is dead, we are
being called to account for spilling his blood
father’s life, too,
to Egypt.”
23 They did not realize that Joseph understood them, for

there was an interpreter between them.
24 He turned aside from them
and wept But then he 

He came back
to them and spoke to them, and had Simeon taken away from them and bound
before their eyes.

 and also in order 

21 For we saw his anguish when he pleaded with us,
but we would not listen: The crime of Joseph’s sale 

to its descent. 

of the soul’s descent, our souls are happy to endure the 

agony.

Since the soul is a part of God, the pain of the soul is the 

did to Joseph.

a sin than the sale itself. Similarly, our failure to pay 

22 Reuben responded to them and said, “Did I not tell
you, ‘Do not sin against the boy’? But you would not
listen. And now we are being called to account for his
blood:

Midrash

89. Likutei Sichot 90. 91. 92.
93. Bereishit Rabbah

Genesis 42:20-24
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25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

[37] You may put my own two sons to death:

FIFTH READING
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25
each one’s money should be returned to his sack, and that they should be given
provisions for the journey. This order was carried out for them. Although Joseph 

26 then loaded their produce onto their donkeys, and they depart--
ed.
27 As one of them
Simeon—was opening his sack at the inn to give fodder to his donkey, he saw
his money, right there at the opening of his pack.
28 He said to his brothers, “My money has been returned! Not only is the grain 

it, too, is here in my pack!”
Their hearts sank. Trembling, they turned to one another, saying, “What is this
that God has done to us?

”
29 When they came to their father Jacob in Canaan, they told him about all that
had happened to them, as follows:
30 “The man who is the lord of the land spoke to us harshly and charged us with
spying out the land.
31 We said to him, ‘We are honorable men; we have never been spies.
32 We were twelve brothers, sons of the same father; one of us went missing,
and the youngest is today with our father in Canaan.’
33 The man who is the lord of the land said to us, ‘By this I will know that you
are being honest: Leave one of your brothers with me, take
purchased for satiating the hunger of your households, and go home.
34 But you shall bring me your youngest brother, and then I will know that you
are not spies, but are rather being honest. I will give your brother back to you,
and you will be able to move about in the land freely.’ ”
35 While they were emptying their sacks, there, in each one’s sack, was his mon--
ey-pouch! When they and their father saw their money-pouches, they became
afraid.
36 Their father Jacob

He said to them, “You are bereaving me of my sons! Joseph is gone
you, Simeon is gone , and now you would take Benjamin away
from me ?! All this has befallen me!”
37 Reuben then said to his father, “You may put my two sons to death if I
do not bring back to you. Entrust him to my care, and I promise that I
will bring him back to you.”

97. Likutei Sichot 98. Likutei Sichot

Genesis 42:25-37
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43:1

2

3

4

5

6

7

one of these sins.

the Torah.

102. Likutei Sichot
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38
He

replied, “ My son will not
go down to Egypt with you! For his brother Joseph is dead and he alone remains
from his mother, and should disaster befall him along the road you travel, due
to your malice or negligence, you will bring my white head down to the
grave in grief.”

Joseph’s Brothers’ Second Journey to Egypt
43:1 The famine in the region severe.
2 When they had fully consumed the produce that they had brought from Egypt,
their father said to them, “Go back to Egypt 
3 So Judah said to him, “The man in charge of the food supplies there sternly
warnedus,saying, ‘Donotappearbeforemeagainunlessyourbrotheriswithyou.’
4 If you agree to send along our brother with us, we will go down and buy you
food.
5 But if you do not send him, we will not go down, for the man told us, ‘You may
not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’ ”
6 Israel said, “Why did you do me such a disservice by telling the man
that you have another brother?”
7

They replied, “The man kept asking
about us and our families, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have an--
other brother?’
and then guessed correctly. We told him
in response to his questions. Could we have known that he would say, ‘Bring
down your brother?!’ ”

7-14 They presented his behavior to their father as
being the result of a natural sequence of events….
Israel said to them, “Besides this, we must ask God
for His help”:
is for desperate situations. Under normal conditions, 

nature.

99. Likutei Sichot 100. Likutei Sichot 101. Likutei Sichot

Genesis 42:38-43:7



 RASHI

564

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Benjamin .”

“As for me, as I have been bereaved of Joseph 
and Simeon, so, too, will I be bereaved
you.”
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8 Judah then said to his father Israel, “

send the boy with me and let us

ones.”

9 Judah continued: “I understand that you suspect us of malice or negligence. In 
I as a guar--

antee for him; you can demand him from my hand. If I do not bring him back
to you and present him to you , I will have sinned against you

for all the days .
10 For had we not lingered due to your exaggerated caution, we could have been
there and back twice by now!

time.”
11 Their father Israel said to them, “If it is so

, then
this is what you must do: Take some of

the land of Canaan’s choice products in your containers, and

wax, lotus, pistachios, and almonds.
12 Take along a double amount of money,

and take with you the money that you found returned at the opening of
your packs; perhaps it was an oversight on the part of the seller and he forgot to 

.
13 And take your brother, and arise and return to the man.
14

 But since you feel 

God Almighty grant
that the man have pity on you.

the man release for you your other brother and send

103. 104. 105. Likutei Sichot

Genesis 43:8-14
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16 He was certain that they had not voluntarily under--
taken to observe the Torah’s laws in their entirety….
He therefore did not think twice about serving them
non-kosher meat:

dantly for them. 

of piety.

15

16

17

18

19

114. Likutei Sichot 115.
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15
as well as Benjamin. They set out and went down to Egypt, and they presented
themselves before Joseph.
Sixth Reading 16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the overseer
of his household, “Bring the men into the house and have animals slaughtered
and their meat  of 
the day.”

 he 

animals

 Since, in his opinion, they 

17 The man did as Joseph said, and the man escorted the people into Joseph’s
house.
18 The men fearful because they had been brought into Joseph’s house,

said, “It is on ac--
count of the money that was returned to our packs
time that we are being brought here
imprisoned, and seized as slaves, along with our donkeys.”
19 They approached the overseer of Joseph’s household
interior of the house, and spoke to him at the entrance of the house

106. 107. 108. 109. 110. Likutei Sichot
111. 112. Likutei Sichot 113.

Genesis 43:15-19
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for their needs.

a great spiritual descent.

 As long as 

M

anic age.

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

121. See Shemot Rabbah 122. 123. Likutei Sichot
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20 as follows: “If you please, sir, we originally came down to buy food.

21 Then, when we arrived at the inn and opened our packs, each
man’s money was at the opening of his pack, our own money, in its exact weight.
We have brought it back with us.
22 We have also brought down additional money to buy food. We do
not know who replaced the money into our packs.”
23 He replied, “All is well with you; do not be afraid. Your God
merit, and the God of your father—in your 
father’s merit—has placed a hidden treasure for you in your packs. Your money
reached me.” With that, he brought Simeon out to them. Their fears allayed, they 

24 So the man brought the brothers once again into Joseph’s house, gave them
water, and they washed their feet; and he provided fodder for their donkeys.
25  of 
the day, arranging it in elegant dishes, for they heard that they would be dining
there.
26
into the inner chamber, and they prostrated themselves on the ground before
him.
27 He inquired as to their welfare and asked, “How is your aged father of whom
you spoke? Is he still alive?”
28 They replied, “Your servant, our father, is well; he is still alive.” They bowed
their heads and prostrated themselves

.

20 We originally came down [literally, “came down,
yes, we came down”]:

Egypt.

Midrash explains that 

depends upon God.  At least to some extent, this 

116. 117. Likutei Sichot 118. 119. Bereishit Rabbah 120.

Genesis 43:20-28
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‘bread’]”:

compassion on it.
Kindness (chesed

ity (

rachamim

-

tance from God increases our hunger for Godliness. 

29

30

31

32

129. 130.
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29 Joseph raised his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and
he said, “Is this your youngest brother of whom you spoke to me?” And then he
said, “May God be kind to you, my son.”

 so 

Seventh Reading* 30

Becher refers to 
bechor

Gera
the gentiles. Na’aman na’im Eichi refers 

achi Rosh
rosh Mupim

of (mipi Chupim
chupah Ard

he descended (yarad

or his misfortunes, Joseph immediately hurried out, for he was overcome with
compassion for his brother and was on the verge of tears. He went to another
room and wept there.
31 He then washed his face and came back out, restraining his emotions, and
said, “Serve the meal.”
32 They served him and his family separately, and them separately, and the
Egyptians who were eating with him separately, for the Egyptians could not eat
a meal together with the Hebrews, since

 and this was an abomination for the Egyptians. Thus, 

30-31 Joseph hurried out, for he was overcome with
compassion for his brother and was on the verge of

tears. He went to room and wept there…restraining
his emotions, and said, “Serve the meal [literally,

124. 125. Likutei Sichot 126. 127. Likutei Sichot 128.
Likutei Sichot

parashat Mikeitz th parashah, the 
.

Genesis 43:29-32
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2 And put my goblet—the silver goblet—at the top of
the youngest one’s pack:

of their sin.

O

times of spiritual transcendence, such as prayer or 
meditation.

ing” (

33

34

44:1

2

135. , Vayikra 136. 137. Ma’amarei Admur HaEmtzai,
Bereishit , Bereishit
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33

were thus seated before Joseph
and the youngest according to his youth, and the men looked at each other in
amazement

.

34 He had portions served to them from his table.

Benjamin’s portion was thus

they drank with him and became intoxicated.
44:1 gave
orders to the overseer of his household, as follows: “Fill the men’s packs with as
much food as they can carry, and place each man’s money at the top of his pack.
2 And put my goblet—the silver goblet —at the top of the
youngest one’s pack, together with the money for his produce.” He did exactly
as Joseph instructed him.

I

tional yearning and restraint that are part of our holy 

[34] They drank with him and became intoxicated:

131. Likutei Sichot 132. Bereishit Rabati 133. , Bereishit
Likutei Sichot 134. Likutei Sichot

Genesis 43:33-44:2
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teristic.

so much not a part of us that is completely foreign to 

much a part of us that others understand it, that it is 

neously immersed in mundaneness and aloof from it? 
From God. Since the aspect of Godliness that descends 

and at the same time remain aloof from it. In fact, it is 

dane.

A
 Thus, the fact that the 

completely foreign, to permeate our consciousness, 

F

4 3

5

6

7

8

150. See 151. See Likutei Sichot 152. 153. Likutei Sichot,
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3 light of morning, the men were sent on their way, together with
their donkeys.

4
overseer of his household, “Set out and pursue those men, and when you catch
up with them, say to them, ‘Why did you repay good with evil?
5 from which my master drinks; indeed, he also uses
it for divination. What you have done is an evil thing!’ ”
6 He caught up with them, and told them these very words.
7 They said to him, “Sir, why do you say such things? It would be a disgrace for
us, your servants, to do such a thing! May God protect us doing such
a thing!
8

from Canaan. This is clear proof of our integrity. How then
could we have stolen silver or gold from your master’s house?

P

pernal to the terrestrial.  He is therefore associated 

study of the Torah.

i

“good” (
Since the sages tell us that “the ultimate good is the 
Torah,”

5 He also uses it for divination:
phrase (
(

 the 

a land of magicians,

serpent,
to conceal the truth of Godliness. 

7 It would be a disgrace for us, your servants, to do
such a thing:

mundane
for us.”

 Again, the literal 
mundane

to refer to something foreign to Him. But in the case of 

graceful to them

138. 139. Likutei Sichot 140. Likutei Sichot 141. 142. Avot
6:3.  143. , Bereishit 144. Ma’amarei Admor HaEmtza’i, Bereishit , Bere--
ishit 145. 146. 147. 148. Ma’amarei Admor
HaEmtza’i, Bereishit , Bereishit 149.

Genesis 44:3-8
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9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
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9 Whichever of your servants with whom it is found shall die, and the rest of us
shall become slaves to my lord.”
10 He replied, “Although it should be as you have now declared—for if a stolen 

only the one with whom it is actually
found shall be my slave, and the rest of you shall go free.”
11 Each man quickly lowered his pack to the ground, and each man opened his
pack.
12 searched each one, beginning with that of the eldest and ending
with that of the youngest, searching in this order so that they should not suspect 

and the goblet was found in Benja--
min’s pack.
13 rent their clothes. Each one loaded his donkey

They returned
to the city.

* 14 When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, he was still
there, and they threw themselves on the ground before
him.
15 Joseph said to them, “What is this deed that you have done? Did you intend 

Do you not know that

such an important man as I can determine the truth by
logic ?”
16 Judah replied, “What can we say to my lord?

how can we speak and how can we prove our innocence?
God has uncovered your servants’

old transgression . Here we are, then, slaves to
my lord, we together with the one in whose possession the goblet was found.”

17 But Joseph replied, “It would be a disgrace for me to do that! The one in
whose possession the goblet was found shall be my slave, while the rest of you
can go up in peace to your father.”

154. 155. Likutei Sichot

The for parashat Mikeitz

Genesis 44:9-17
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54 On the eighth day of Nisan, the
prince who brought his was of
the tribe of Manasseh: Gamliel the son
of Pedahtzur. 55 His was one
silver bowl weighing one hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver sprinkling basin
weighing seventy shekels according to
the holy shekel, both with
mixed with olive oil for a voluntary grain-

 56 one gold spoon weighing ten
shekels with incense, 57 the choicest
young bull in his herd, the choicest ram in
his , and the choicest lamb in its
year in his for an
58 one young he-goat for a
59 and for the two oxen, rams, he-goats, and lambs in their

54

55

56

57

58

59
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year. This was the of Gamliel
the son of Pedahtzur.

60 On the ninth day of Nisan, the prince
who brought his was of the tribe
of Benjamin: Avidan the son of Gidoni.
61 His was one silver bowl
weighing one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver sprinkling basin weighing
seventy shekels according to the holy
shekel, both with mixed
with olive oil for a voluntary grain-

 62 one gold spoon weighing ten
shekels with incense, 63 the choicest
young bull in his herd, the choicest ram in
his , and the choicest lamb in its
year in his for an
64 one young he-goat for a
65 and for the two oxen,

rams, he-goats, and lambs in
their year. This was the of
Avidan the son of Gidoni.

66 On the tenth day of Nisan, the prince
who brought his was of the tribe
of Dan: Achiezer the son of Amishadai.
67 His was one silver bowl
weighing one hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver sprinkling basin weighing
seventy shekels according to the holy
shekel, both with mixed
with olive oil for a voluntary grain-

 68 one gold spoon weighing ten
shekels with incense, 69 the choicest
young bull in his herd, the choicest ram in
his , and the choicest lamb in its
year in his for an
70 one young he-goat for a
71 and for the two oxen,

rams, he-goats, and lambs in
their year. This was the of
Achiezer the son of Amishadai.

72 On the eleventh day of Nisan, the prince who brought his was of the
tribe of Asher: Pagiel the son of Ochran. 73 His was one silver bowl
weighing one hundred and thirty shekels, one silver sprinkling basin weighing
seventy shekels according to the holy shekel, both with mixed
with olive oil for a voluntary  74 one gold spoon weighing ten
shekels with incense, 75 the choicest young bull in his herd, the choicest ram
in his , and the choicest lamb in its year in his for an

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75
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76 one young he-goat for a
77 and for the two oxen,

rams, he-goats, and lambs in
their year. This was the of
Pagiel the son of Ochran.
78 On the day of Nisan, the prince
who brought his was of the tribe of
Naphtali: Achira the son of Einan. 79 His

was one silver bowl weighing
one hundred and thirty shekels, one
silver sprinkling basin weighing seventy
shekels according to the holy shekel, both

with mixed with olive oil
for a voluntary  80 one gold
spoon weighing ten shekels with
incense, 81 the choicest young bull in his
herd, the choicest ram in his , and the
choicest lamb in its year in his for
an  82 one young he-goat
for a  83 and for the peace-

two oxen, rams, he-goats,
and lambs in their year. This was
the of Achira the son of Einan.
84 The above was the dedication
of the altar presented by the princes on
the day the altar was anointed, the
day of Nisan,59 even though they brought
their over a period of twelve days.
The Torah now repeats the tally to indicate
that nothing happened to disqualify these

use between the of Nisan
and the day on which they were

There were twelve silver bowls,
twelve silver basins and twelve gold
spoons. 85 The weight of each silver bowl
was 130 shekels, and that of each basin
was 70 shekels; all the silver of the vessels
weighed in total exactly 2,400 shekels
according to the holy shekel. 86 The twelve
gold spoons were with incense. Each
spoon weighed ten shekels according to
the holy shekel; all the gold spoons thus
totaled 120 shekels. 87 The total of the

for the was twelve
bulls, twelve rams, and twelve lambs in their year with their
There were twelve young he-goats for  88 The total of for the peace-

was 24 oxen, 60 rams, 60 he-goats, and 60 lambs in their year. This was
the dedication for the altar, which was the altar was anointed, i.e.,
beginning later the day and continuing over the next eleven days.

77 76

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

59.
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89 The Torah now continues60 to describe
how God spoke to Moses in the Tabernacle
once it was erected. When Moses would
come into the Tent of Meeting so G
could speak with him,61 he would hear
His voice as loud as it was heard on Mount
Sinai, but the sound stopped
at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, so
no one heard it outside. Even though the
voice was this loud, it sounded to Moses
as if it was speaking to itself and he was

overhearing it. God’s voice issued
from between the two cherubim above
the covering that was over the Ark of
the Testimony in the Holy of Holies, and
Moses heard it while standing in the outer

of the Tent of Meeting. God spoke
only to Moses and not to Aaron, except
when it is explicitly stated otherwise.

8:1 the princes of the other tribes their inaugural Aaron was
disappointed that his tribe, Levi, had not also brought an inaugural In response,
God told that (a) he had in fact inaugurated the by kindling its
throughout the twelve days the princes their inaugural (b) he kindled
the while they had not their (c) his kindling

each day’s rites, while their were just one of each
day’s events; and (d) his kindling took place in the inner of the Tabernacle, while
their were on the outer altar. True, Moses had lit the
during the installation week, but this was not considered its inauguration, just as the

he on the altar were not considered its inauguration.62 In order to
allude to this exchange, the Torah records here those details of how Aaron is to light the

that articulate its uniqueness.63 G spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “Speak to
Aaron and say to him: ‘The spouts of the face its central 64

When you ascend the stool in front of the in order to kindle the lamps, be
sure to place the wicks in these spouts so the seven lamps shine toward the central
of the candelabrum. Also, be sure to hold the to the wick until it burns by itself.” ’
3 Aaron did so; he kindled the lamps such that their wicks faced toward the central
of the candelabrum, exactly as G had commanded Moses. 4 Having the face the
central the fact that the was one, undivided entity. This
was also in the unique way the candelabrum was made: it was a hammered
work of gold; it was out of one block of gold hammered out to all its parts,
from its base—its largest part—to its —its delicate part. It was not of
separate pieces joined together.65 When God told Moses to the this
way, Moses did not understand how it could be done. God therefore showed a visual
representation of it and said, “This is how the candelabrum is to be made.” According
to the form that G had shown Moses,66 so did the artisan construct the candelabrum
by throwing the block of gold into the which God caused it to be fashioned

89

2 8:1

3

4

60. This has been partially described in Leviticus 1:1.  61. , vol. 13, p. 20, note 3.  62. , vol. 18, pp. 92-98.  
63. 64. See on Exodus 25:37.  65.
Exodus 25:31, 36. 66. Exodus 25:40. 67. See on Exodus 25:31.
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on its own.67 In fact, God showed Moses a visual representation of the not
only because he did not understand how to it, but also because the
way the light shone68 indicated that God’s presence rested on the Jewish
people. It was therefore appropriate that fashioning the required a special
Divine revelation. Thus, the fact that Aaron was to kindle the so that all
its shone toward its central the unique way the was
fashioned, indicated that his inauguration of the was superior to the princes’
inauguration of the altar.69

67. See on Exodus 25:31. 68. See on Leviticus 24:3. 69. , vol. 38, pp. 33-37. 70. 1 Kings 7:13. 71. V. 40.  

1 Kings 7:40-50

Chanukah celebrates the rededication of the Second it had been by the Seleucids; this
is the conclusion of the description of King construction of the

40 Hiram, the artisan Tyre,70 made the
lavers to the ashes the altar,
the shovels to rake the ashes into the lavers,
and the basins to receive the blood of the

. Hiram doing all the
work which he did for king Solomon in
the house of G : 41 The two pillars and
the two bowls of the capitals that were on
the top of the pillars; the two net-works
to cover the two bowls of the capitals
which were on the top of the pillars;
42 the four hundred pomegranates for the
two net-works—two rows of one hundred
pomegranates for each net-work—to cover
the two bowls of the capitals that were
upon the pillars; 43 the ten bases, and the
ten lavers on the bases; 44 the one sea,
and the twelve oxen under the sea; 45 the
pots—these are the as the lavers,
above71—the shovels, the basins, and all
these vessels, which Hiram made for king
Solomon in the house of G , were of
bright copper. 46 The king cast them in
the plain of the Jordan, in the thick clay,
between Sukot and Tzaretan. 47 Solomon

all the vessels unweighed because
there were very, very many; therefore the
weight of the copper used for the vessels
was not determined. 48 Solomon made
all the vessels of that were in the house
of G —the altar of gold and the table whereupon the showbread was—of gold.
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49 He the ten on
the right side of the of the
Tabernacle and on the in front
of the Sanctuary—of pure gold; and he

the of the candelabra, the
lamps, and the tongs to the wicks

the , of gold. 50 He the
musical instruments, the other musical
instruments, the basins to receive the
blood of the , the spoons for the
frankincense, and the censors to the ashes the altar and carry the coals
the outer altar to the inner altar for burning the incense, of pure gold. Likewise, he
the keys for the doors of the inner house, i.e., for the Holy of Holies, and for the doors
of the outer house, i.e., of the Sanctuary, of gold.
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