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In the previous parashah, Bereishit, we saw how God created the world and gave 
humanity the mission of transforming it into His home, and how humanity then 
spurned that mission, abandoning it en masse.

This being the case, we would expect the next act in this Divine drama to be the incep--
tion of the Jewish people, the nation designated to cultivate Divine consciousness and 
steer humanity back onto the course of living life in God’s presence. The time is seem--
ingly ripe: the stage is set; all the props are in place; there even appears to be a suitable 
candidate for the protagonist who will serve as the progenitor of this new people: parashat
Bereishit ends teasingly with the words, “Noah found favor in the eyes of God.”1

Yet the Torah keeps us in suspense, postponing the genesis of the Jewish people until 
the next parashah. Evidently, some additional groundwork needs to be laid before the 
world will be ready for the advent of a chosen people. The detailed description of this 
groundwork is the subject of Parashat Noach
was the man whom God singled out to build the ark, through which human and animal 
life would be spared from the Flood that would wipe out the incorrigibly iniquitous hu--
man race, allowing it to begin anew.

What was this groundwork? What additional steps had to be taken before the world 
could begin its upward climb toward the birth of the Jewish people and the giving of the 

name of this parashah, since, as we have already pointed out, the names of the parashiot
disclose their essential message and lesson.

The word (in this case, the name) Noach means “rest” and “tranquility.” Yet the events 
in this parashah
and indiscriminately destroys all life on earth is certainly the epitome of upheaval and 

parashah: the cursing of Ham 
and the forced dispersion of humanity from the Tower of Babel.

However, if we look at the underlying purpose of these incidents and their ensuing 
results, we can see that the name Noach

1. Genesis 6:8.

Noach

Overview



OVERVIEW OF NOACH

spiritual state that necessitated it. The antediluvian world was still relatively young, and 
all forms of life possessed the full vigor of youth—as evinced most strikingly by the ex--

-
most impossible for them to change. This was no less true of the spiritual dimension of life 
than of the physical dimension: once people’s characters were molded and their modes 

norms were all the while becoming increasingly corrupt, the overwhelming majority of 
humanity became progressively entrenched in a downward spiral of degenerating moral 

-

change. The “new world” Noah beheld upon emerging from the ark2 was one in which 
the winds of repentance (teshuvah
chronically unwholesome their behavior might become.

destroy the earth,”3 He was not reconciling Himself to people continuing to sin as they 

earth, He altered reality in such a way that it would never again become necessary to bring 

now provided them with a novel mechanism that they could use to counteract and even 

of Creation, namely, promoting and disseminating Divine consciousness in the world 
until it ultimately would be transformed into God’s natural home. It was therefore also 
a crucial step in laying the groundwork for the genesis of the Jewish people. The mes--
sage of hope that the Torah is supposed to convey to the world is that it is never too late; 
that God is always waiting to welcome us back with open arms; and that we can always 

imaginable.
The lesson of this parashah remains perennially pertinent to our lives. When we are 

confronted with a particularly trying situation or turbulent phase in our lives, it would 

-
ters but rather resolutely stood his ground, we can not only come away unscathed from 

-
ing strengthened. By focusing on the opportunity inherent in the challenge rather than 

4—the waters of tranquility and rest.
And if, as was Noah, we are wise enough to use the experience advantageously, we 

can thereby help transform the whole world into an environment more conducive to Di--
5

2. Vayikra Rabbah 30:8. 3. Genesis 9:11. 4. Isaiah 54:9. 5. Based on Likutei Sichot, vol. 20, pp. 285-287.
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9

10
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11
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12

A CLOSER LOOK

7. Or Torah (Rimzei Torah), Noach 6a. 8. Likutei Sichot, vol. 20, pp. 13-21.  9. Hitva’aduyot 5743, vol. 1, pp. 412-413.  10. See Gur Aryeh
11. Likutei Sichot 12. Likutei Sichot
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-
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-
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5

world.6
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.

1. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, p. 42.  2. 3. Likutei Sichot 4. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, pp. 45-46.  5.
Rabbah 6. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, pp. 282-283. 
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23. Likutei Sichot 24. Or HaTorah, , vol. 3, 614a. 25. Likutei Levi Yitzchak,k , p. 211.
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10
and Japheth .13

11
14 and the land was 

12 had
perverted its way on the earth .
13 , for

-

robbery due to 

15

16

17

14

18

19 -

20

14 - -

21 -

[10]

,

22

INNER DIMENSIONS

13. 14. 15. 16. Likutei Sichot 17. Likutei
Sichot, vol. 35, pp. 72-73. 18. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp. 34-36. 19. See Likutei Sichot, vol. 10, p. 35.  20. Likutei Sichot
16. 21. Zohar 22. See Zohar Or HaTorah, Likutei Sichot, vol. 10, p. 28.   



 RASHI

CHASIDIC INSIGHTS

FIRST READING

96

15

16

serves 
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29

Deed -

30

-
of chochmah

of malchut binah.

binah 31

width binah binah develops 

chochmah

chochmah , which he 
chochmah

binah malchut.
-

binah -
malchut

-
malchut

binah
32

-

Level of the 
Ark

Dimension of 
the Soul Spiritual World

Beriah, Yetzirah, 

chayah Atzilut
yechidah Adam Kadmon

33 -

-
yechidah.34

INNER DIMENSIONS
[continued...]

28. 29. Likutei Sichot Sichot , p. 195. 30. Or HaTorah, 31. -
Shanah 32. Sefer Ma’amarim 5742, pp. 47-52. 33. 34. Likutei Sichot Or HaTorah,
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15 (144
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16
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.
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27

-
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Beriah, Yetzirah
not Atzilut -

300 - world of Beriah
-

world of Yetzirah
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26. Likutei Sichot, vol. 10, pp. 21-23. 27. See Hayom Yom, 7 .
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-

47

-
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48 he did 

49

50

-
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-

51

-

52

-

53

19

54

47. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, pp. 19-22, Hitva’aduyot 5743, vol. 1, p. 446.  48. Sanhedrin 49. Sefer Torah Sheleimah
50. Rabbah 38. 51. See also Admor HaRayatz, vol. 3, p. 379.  52. Hitva’aduyot , vol. 1, pp. 158-161.   

53. See Likutei Sichot , vol. 22, p. 118. 54. Likutei Sichot, vol. 1, p. 10.  
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35
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perish.
18
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you with your
sons’ wives.
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19 Of all 38

39 off
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-
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18 The Zohar42

43

,

-

This applies 
44

-
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children, who were child-

-

did 45

46

A CLOSER LOOK

35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. Sefer
HaMa’amarim 5745, pp. 218-219.  42. Zohar 43. Avot 44. Ta’anit Y. Ta’anit 45. Sanhedrin 46. , vol. 
3, pp. 41-42.
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menuchah

63. Zohar 64. Likutei Sichot, vol. 1, pp. 6-8.  65. Likutei Sichot, vol. 1, pp. 8-10.  66.
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55
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two of the animals that are not

59

1

[20] Will come to you on their own…

-

-

-
60

-
61

62

A CLOSER LOOK

55. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, p. 36. 56. 57. Likutei Sichot 58. 59. Likutei
Sichot 60. See Sanhedrin 61. Sefer HaMa’amarim Ethalech Liozna, Or HaTorah, , vol. 3,

62. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, pp. 29-30. 
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7

8

9
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11
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-
ity, he knocked on the window of a home but then immediate-

-

him to come to the window? And if you 

72

11 The Zohar

40

-

72. Hitva’aduyot 5745 Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, p. 344. 
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3
seed alive over the 

entire face of the earth.
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7

8
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10

68

11 in the second 
on the seventeenth of the month. 
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the heavens were opened.

Noach  menuchah

-
69

70

71

9 On their own:

-

67. 68. Likutei Sichot, vol. 10, pp. 20-21. 69. 70. 71. Or
HaTorah, vol. 3, p. 1228.   
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79Rain fell upon the earth: 
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-
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76. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp. 42-48. 77. Likutei Sichot, vol. 20, pp. 289-290.  78. Likutei Sichot, vol. 1, pp. 5-6.
79. Likutei Sichot, vol. 20, p. 520.  80. , Melachim 81. Rabbah



CHASIDIC INSIGHTS

NOACH

105

Genesis 7:12

12 rain fell upon the earth
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-

73. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, p. 25.  74. 75. See Shemot Rabbah
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96
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-
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-
98
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-

99

24

91. See Sha’ar HaKavanot, inyan tevilat erev Shabbat Pri Etz Chaim, Sha’ar HaShabbat ,
p. 387.  92. See Yevamot 93. , vol. 3, p. 40. 94. See , Mikva’ot
95.  11a.  96. Likutei Sichot, vol. 1, pp. 4-5.  97. See Nedarim 81a.  98. Likutei Sichot, vol. 1, pp. 8-10.  99. Hitva’aduyot 5743,
vol. 1, p. 400.  
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82. 83. 84. 85. Shabbat 86. , Ma’amar Chikur
Din 87. 88. Likutei Sichot, vol. 30, pp. 16-21.  89. 90. A

mikveh
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109. Sukah Or HaTorah , vol. 3, p. 1252. 110. Or HaTorah, , vol. 3, p. 1252.  
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16 Those who came were male
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the surface of the waterr
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peacefully:

101
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-
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105

-
-

106

-

-
107

-
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A CLOSER LOOK

100. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, p. 29. 101. Sukah 102. Arvit Shema. 103. Y. Berachot 
mitzvah,

culmination mitzvah.  104. Tzafnat Paneiach 105. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 637.
106. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 635. 107. 108. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp. 39-41.
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116. Ketubot 117. See  50a. 118. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, pp. 53-56. 
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23 God

.
111 112
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114

24  150 days -
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115 -

8:1
-

-
His

spirit to apply to

2

the rain from the heavens 

3 At the end of 150 days 
the waters steadily receded from upon the earth and the waters di-
minished.  so that

111. 112. Likutei Sichot, vol. 28, p. 89.   113. 114. 115. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, 
pp. 52-53.
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121)

119. 120. 121. 122.

6-7

-
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134. Hitva’aduyot 5745, vol. 4, pp. 2407-2409.  



CHASIDIC INSIGHTS

NOACH

115

Genesis 8:8-14

8 sent out the dove to see if the water 

9

10

11

had

126

.

12 He waited yet another seven days of Tishrei, and sent out the 

13
Tishrei,

-
.

14 By the twenty-seventh day of 
completely dry.

-
127

128

126. Likutei Sichot, vol. 10, pp. 30-35. 127. 128. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp.
52-54. 129. 130. 131. 132. 133. See Mechilta
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130

131

-
132

133

-
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146

You may now resume marital relations: -

-
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21 The Mi-

148

144. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, pp. 32-33. 145. Y. Rabbah 146. Likutei Sichot, vol. 1, pp. 9-10.
147. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, pp. 31-32.    148. Rabbah
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18
his wife with his sons’ wives. Noah
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inclination of a person’s heart is evil from his earli-
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-

-
142

16

-
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mikveh
143)

-

144

135. 136. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, pp. 28-31.  137. 138. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, p. 34.  139.
140. 141. Avot 142. Likutei Sichot, vol. 20, pp. 288-291. 143. , Avot HaTumah

ad loc. Likutei Sichot, vol. 1, p. 14.   
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164
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167 168
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-
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1711

Be fruitful and multiply: -
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161. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5739-5740, pp. 302-303. 162. 163. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5700, pp. 5, 12-13. 164.
165. See Tiferet 166. Y. Demai 167. Rabbah Shulchan Aruch, Even

HaEzer 168. Torat Chaim, VaYakhel 632a. 169. Shabbat 119a. 170. See Sa hedrin 171. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp. 51-55. 
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not
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149. 150. Likutei Sichot 151. 152.
153. Yoma 154. 155. Sefer , p. 464. 156. 157. Likutei Sichot Sefer
HaMa’amarim 5740, p. 38-39. 158. 159. 160. Likutei Sichot, vol. 27, p. 45. 

cease:c 158

159

160

A CLOSER LOOK
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178. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, p. 33.  179. , 180. Likutei Sichot, vol. 30, pp. 28-29.
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172. 173. 174. Likutei Sichot, vol. 20, p. 11.   175. Likutei Sichot
176. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, p. 146. 177.
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185. Yevamot 62a. 186. Likutei Sichot, vol. 25, pp. 34-37. 187. Likutei Sichot, vol. 20, p. 34.  188. SeferHaMa’amarim 5740, p. 41.  189.
190. See Korban HaEidah Y. 191.
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181. Likutei Sichot
182. Berachot 10a. 183. See , 184. Bemidbar Rabbah
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Canaan 199
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197. Vayikra Rabbah 198. Likutei Sichot, vol. 30, pp. 21-23. 199. See Isaiah 23. 200. Torah Or 27a.
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196

192. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp. 53-54.  193. Likutei Sichot, vol. 35, pp. 31-38. 194. 195. Likutei Sichot, vol. 30, pp. 31-35.  
196.
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206. Meor Einaim Chukat. 207. Likutei Sichot, vol. 10, pp. 24-29. 
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24

25

26

27

28

29

10:1

2

2
Tiras .

26 The Court of Death:

215

-

-

216

215. Rabbah 216. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, pp. 286-288.  
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Genesis 9:24-10:2

24
son had done to him.

25
you -

your a
slave’s slave  to his 

26 who will favor

27

208

209)
And let Canaan

talit).210

-
211

212

The Seventy Nations
28

.
29
10:1

-
did

213 Noah

214

208. Likutei Sichot 209. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, p. 284.  210.
211. 212. 213. 214. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, p. 11.  
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4 3

5

6

77

88

99

223

223. Likutei Sichot, vol. 3, pp. 751-753. 224. Torah Or 225. Torah Or 226. Shir HaShirim Rabbah ,
227. See Sanhedrin 108a.

[4]

Havayah,

Elokim
Tikun

Akudim Tikun

Havayah

Elokim.

Havayah

224

225
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Genesis 10:3-9

3
4 Dodanites.
5

6
7

8
powerful

.217

9 -
.

He is is applied 

4

-

-

-

-

218

-

-

219

[3]

220

221 Moses 

chomer
(leveinah

a fortiori kal
vachomer

(libun hilchata).222
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217. 218. See Moreh Nevuchim 219. See Shabbat Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 220. 221.
222. Pri Etz Chaim, .
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Genesis 10:10-25

10

11 Assyria228

12
.

13

14 -
the Philistines -

rites.
15
16
17
18 the families of
the Canaanites later spread out .
19

20
their lands and nations.
21
on the otherr  side 

.
22
23
24
25 his

in the  days of his life, 
229

.

228. 229. 230. Likutei Sichot
Peah.

230

A CLOSER LOOK
[continued...]
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26

27

29 28
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31

32

233)

-
-
-

234

entirely

we

-

can

-

233. Hilchot Talmud Torah Tanya 234. Likutei Sichot vol. 3, pp. 756-757. 235. Or
HaTorah, , vol. 4, 749a.  236.

237. 238. See Sanhedrin 97a.
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Genesis 10:26-32

26
231)

27
28
29

30
mountain.
31

32 These
dispersed over the 

231. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, p. 287.  232. Avot
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-
232 -

did
-

-
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11:1

2

3

245

-

246

-

-

247

245. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp. 70-74. 246. Tanya 247. Likutei Sichot, vol. 3, p. 757.  248. See Sanhedrin . Avodah
Zarah 9a. 249. 250. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp. 63-69.  
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Genesis 11:1-3

The Tower of Babel
Seventh Reading 11:1

239 The whole world one
, a common, ill-advised cause -

rod. 240

-
-

241

2
from the
east
place

large

(see
.

3

they said to 

The were
as hard as 242 and the 
clay served them for mor-
tar

.

-

243

-

-

244

-

-

239. Torah Or 240. 241. 242. Likutei Sichot
243. Tanchuma, Pekudei 244. See U’Mayan
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The Line of Shem
10

254

255

before 

256
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Genesis 11:4-3

4
reach

all over the face of the earth

251

5  descended to see the city and the tower that the sons of 
-

case.
6

7 -

252

speech.

8

The de-

253

9

 confused
(balal) the whole world’s 

dispersed them over all 
the face of the earth -

-
.

251. 252. 253. 254. 255. 256.
257. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, p. 54. 
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Genesis 11:11-27

fa-
.

11
.

12 Arpachshad was 35 years old when he fathered 
1693.
13

.
14  Everr .
15 sons and 

.
16 Ever was 34 years old when he .
17 sons and 

.
-

-

-

258

18 Reu .
19 sons and 

259

age of 239.
20 Reu was 32 years old when he had .
21 sons and 

.
22 .
23 sons and 

.
24 Terach .
25 sons

.
26 Terach was 70 years old when he fathered 

.

258. 259.
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28

29

31 30

-
266

-

267

268

269 God ap-

266. 267. Likutei Sichot, vol. 15, pp. 63-69. 268. Likutei Sichot
269.
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Genesis 11:28-31

28

-

-

. -
260

Ur of the Kasdites.261

Ur

29

-
cess. -

-

30
262

31 263 -
264 265

,

Sarai

they came as far as 
Charan  (see 14).

260. 261. 262.
263. Likutei Sichot 264. 265. Likutei Sichot
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Genesis 11:32

-
270

271

-
272 -

273

32
2083.

274

270. Likutei Sichot 271. 272. 273. Likutei Sichot, vol. 5, pp. 145-147. 274. See 2 
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Isaiah 54:1-10

Just as the Flood, chronicled in parashat Noach, cleansed the world the negative of
wrongdoing and prepared the world for a new order, the exile of the Jewish people is to cleanse
the of their and prepare for the new order of the The
is literally in v. 9.

54:1 In this prophecy, God speaks to the
Jewish people they have been exiled.
Sing, O barren , you who feel as
though you have never given birth; break
into a song of praise and be jubilant, you
who feel as though you have never been
in labor; for I assure you that the children
of the abandoned one, the Jewish people,
shall be more numerous than the children
of the married wife, i.e.,  , says G .
2 Broaden the site of your tent, and let the
curtains of your habitations be stretched
out; be not sparing; lengthen your tent’s
anchor ropes, and secure your tent pegs.
3 For you will expand to the right and to
the until your descendents dispossess
nations and populate desolate cities. 4 Do
not fear, for you will not be ashamed; do
not be confounded, for you will not be
disgraced; for you will forget the shame
of your youth, and you will remember the
reproach of your widowhood no more.

5 For your Maker is your husband, G of
Hosts is His name. The Holy One of Israel
is your redeemer; He will be called the
God of the whole earth. 6 For G called
you back like a wife abandoned by her
angered husband, and grieved in spirit.

Can the wife of one’s youth be rejected?
says your God. 7 For a brief moment I forsook you, but with great compassion will
I gather you in. 8 With a wrath, for a moment, I hid My face from you, but with
everlasting kindness I will have compassion on you, said G your redeemer.

9 For this to Me is like the I concerning the waters of Noah’s
: just as I swore that the waters of Noah would never again submerge the earth, so

have I sworn that I will not be wrathful with you and will not rebuke you. 10 For even
if the mountains move and the hills falter, i.e., even if the of the patriarchs and

is exhausted, My kindness will not depart from you, nor will My covenant of
peace ever falter, says G , who has compassion on you.

54:1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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