
Korach’s Rebellion  
Well-Intentioned Mistake or Treacherous Villainy 

 

Q. Why is the parshah named after a wicked rebel, Korach? 

 

1. Korach the son of Yitzhar, the son of Kehot, the son of Levi took [himself to one side] 

along with Datan and Aviram, the sons of Eliav, and On the son of Pelet, descendants of 

Reuben. 2. They confronted Moses together with two hundred and fifty men from the 

children of Israel, chieftains of the congregation, representatives of the assembly, men of 

repute. 3. They assembled against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, "You take too 

much upon yourselves, for the entire congregation are all holy, and the L-rd is in their 

midst. So why do you raise yourselves above the L-rd's assembly?" 4. Moses heard and 

fell on his face. 5. He spoke to Korach and to all his company, saying, "In the morning, 

the L-rd will make known who is His, and who is holy, and He will draw [them] near to 

Him, and the one He chooses, He will draw near to Him. 6. Do this, Korach and his 

company: Take for yourselves censers. 7. Place fire into them and put incense upon them 

before the L-rd tomorrow, and the man whom the L-rd chooses he is the holy one; you 

have taken too much upon yourselves, sons of Levi." 8. Moses said to Korach, "Please 

listen, sons of Levi. 9. Is it not enough that the G-d of Israel has distinguished you from 

the congregation of Israel to draw you near to Him, to perform the service in the Mishkan 

of the L-rd and to stand before the congregation to minister to them? 10. He drew you 

near, and all your brothers, the sons of Levi with you, and now you seek the Priesthood 

also. 

 

Approach A.  

1. Korach reacts to the Meraglim (Spies) Saga 

2. He dressed them with cloaks made entirely of blue wool. They came and stood 

before Moses and asked him, “Does a cloak made entirely of blue wool require 

fringes tzitzit, or is it exempt?” He replied, “It does require.” They began laughing 

at him [saying], "Is it possible that a cloak of another [colored] material, one 

string of blue wool exempts it [from the obligation of techeleth], and this one, 

which is made entirely of blue wool, should not exempt itself? Rashi 

3. Action vs. Intent  Physical vs. Spiritual   Body vs. Soul 

4. Korach ϕ ρ ε     ϖ 

 

Approach B. 

1. We, however, have only one God, one ark, one Torah, one altar, and one kohen 

gadol, but you two hundred and fifty men are all seeking the kehunah gedolah! I 

too desire this. Rashi 

2. You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Exodus 19:6 

3. The tribe of Levi did not have a share in the land of Israel… because they were 

separated to serve G-d… as it states*, “I am your portion and inheritance.” And 

not only the tribe of Levi, but every single individual whose spirit encourages him 

and whose understanding leads him to separate himself to stand before G-d and 

serve Him… this person has sanctified himself as a holy of holies, and G-d will be 

his portion for ever and ever and G-d will provide him in this world with what 

suffices him, just as G-d provided the priests and the Levites with their livelihood.  

*In the Parsha of Korach 


