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THE SAGE AND THE MARKETPLACE

A puzzling Shavuot celebration explained.

1. Pesachim 68B
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Rav Yosef said on the day of Shavuot: Prepare for me a third-born calf. For if not for what this
day caused there are many in the marketplace whose names are Yosef .

Rashi:
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If not for this day: For | have learned Torah and have become elevated. There are many
people in the marketplace who are named Yosef. What difference would there be between me
and them?

2. Bava Basra 14B
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For Rav Yosef taught: The verse (Devorim 10:2) states “ ... which you broke, and you shall put
them...” teaches that the second set of Tablets and the broken pieces of the first Tablets were
both put in the Ark.

3. Brochos 8B

['N2M NINI7 NAWI NN [2AKT LI0IX NN 1ITINN NDWY 772 NNTLL..N127 17 2 ywIn' 20 KD

[NN2.

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi instructed his sons ... And be careful with the honour of an elderly
scholar who has involuntarily forgotten his Torah learning. For we say that the second set of
Tablets and the broken pieces of the first set of Tablets both rest in the ark.



4. Nedarim 41A
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Rav Yosef took ill. As a result his learning was purged from his memory.

5. Shmos Rabbah 13:3. Tanchuma 15.
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Said King David: Although G-d decreed (Tehillim 115:16) “The heavens are unto G-d and the
world He gave to Humankind”, nevertheless when He desired to give the Torah He nullified His
original decree and proclaimed that the lower ones ascend to the upper ones and the upper
ones descend to the lower ones, declaring ‘I shall begin’ as it is written (Yisro 19:20) “G-d

descend upon Mt. Sinia” and as it is written (Mishpatim 24:1) “And to Moshe He commanded:
‘Ascend to G-d’ “.

6. Breishis 26:5
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Because Avrohom obeyed My voice and observed My safeguards, My commandments, My
edicts and My Torahs.

Rashi from Midrash Rabbah 64:4. Yoma 28B
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All of Torah’s commandments: The rational. The super-rational. And all the law’s subsequently
transmitted orally to Moshe at Sinia.

7. Shir Hashirim 1:3
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Because of the fragrance of your goodly oils, Your name is poured forth like oil.



Midrash Rabbah:
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All the mitzvos that the forefathers performed before you are but ‘fragrance’ . The mitzvos
however that we do (since the Giving of the Torah) are ‘Your name is oil poured forth’.

8. Bava Kama 87A
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Rabbi Chanina said: Greater is the one who is commanded and does than the one who is not
commanded and does.

9. Shabbos 88A

INN'7N DI 'RNYN T2V RNYIN DYYT IRNYNIRMIR 20T KINND )2 IRTON 20T Y IR KInn WA T
JRNN AR

A certain Galilean expounded in the presence of Rav Chisda: Blessed is the Merciful One Who
gave our Torah comprised of thirds to a people of thirds through one who was third on the third
day of of the third month.



