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GIVE OR TAKE?

Parshat Terumah

An analysis of the Torah’s command to contribute the materials necessary for the construction of the
Mishkan/Sanctuary, leads to a novel appreciation of the role of the recipient of beneficence.
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And they shall take for/to me Terumah
(an elevated offering).
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For/to me : For My sake.
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From the 25th of Adar the Beis Din would seize
collateral for the half-shekel contribution.
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A communal leader should not instill fear upon the
community, other than for the sake of Heaven.
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Turn away from evil and do good.
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The poor who receives should do so for the sake of
Heaven . .. In order to bring merit to the wealthy
person who gives to him.
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And this is the very question the wicked Turanus
Rufus asked of Rabi Akiva: If your G-d is a lover of
the poor, for what reason does He not sustain
them? He said to him: In order that through our
giving them tzedakah we may be saved from the
judgement of Gehinnom (Purgatory).
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(King) David proclaimed before G-d: Master of the
Universe! Let all the inhabitants of Your works be
equal financially (Tehillim 61:8) ! The Holy One,
Blessed be He, replied to him: If | make My world
equal “Who will preserve kindness and truth”
(ibid).



