1. The first dictionaries that reach us were written in Arabic:
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2. A. "7¥ms ma ynv Yhm" = and the news was heard Pharaoh's house.

« B. "avypmanyxinpm" = and the woman was taken Pharaoh’a house .
C. "ox~nma ox 0ipn? X711 = and he named the place El Beth-El.
D. "$ax 03 mnoR 2y = Remain a widow your father’s house.
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4. The Hebrew root before the 11™ century

Only letters that exist in the word in all its occurrences are part of the root. If
there is an occurrence where a letter is not in the word — that letter is not a
root letter.

" (=alie) - "apan" (a lie, fraud)

"ioax o v - oo v (built there his tent)

(knowledge=) "7 np2" - "npan" 'n 5
(to get out=) "0°22137 NRY" - "Ry YL DRY" o
(shelter=) "™iarpn" - "o oomn" ™M
(revenge=) "t op" - "mpxopa" 1N

(hit=) "awam) " - "ooha o nam" o



6. Rashi’s term: 7911 o> (=falling root). A letter which looks as if it is part of

the root of the word, and in other occurrences that letter falls from the word.

7. Menahem’s 11"1»°n letters are parallel to Rashi’s ‘yesod nofel’

a. "77° nana" = "oo% v (=fear). Rashi: “The 'nis a yesod nofel in the

word”

b. Menahem: "qw3" - "q¢" (= bite). Rashi on n>wi: The "1is a yesod
nofel

c. Menahem: "7y1n" (= time) comes under the root 7"v. Rashi wrote that

“The o"n is yesod nofel”.

8. Nehemias Kronberg: According to Rashi — %911 70° is a root letter and the

root is trilateral.

Henry Englander firmly disagreed with Kronberg and wrote, that for Rashi.

59311 7107 is not a root letter.

Hanoch Gamli’el: %911 7107 in the noun is not a root letter but in the verb it is

a root letter and the root of the verb is trilateral.

Ilan Eldar and other scholars disagreed with Gamli’el and wrote that 911 710°

IS not a root letter not even in the verb.
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In the introduction to the Mahberet .12
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In the entry 1990w
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13. From the top: "Dinn" - "Pinny" (yesterday)
ny:m].n _ "l]iﬁ:f?__;" (arm)
From the middle: "yiw" - "yiwR (first)

" - "Ry (remain)

1 9P’y means root.



From the end: "7 °n¥n" - " R¥n" (find favor)
"03" _ "NQDH (Chalr)
(express an opinion =) '...ny7 Mo ....02°82 MoXY 'R .14
(vomit =) ™7 DR ORP WK .'P
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15. Henry Englander: “The 5"%& that appears in one form and is omitted in one
or more forms of the same root is a functionless letter to Menahem... But a
study of his lexical arrangement, so far as they concern &"s and "> forms,
reveals that Menahem is by no means consistent.*

16.Morris Jastrow:

On 7">x that falls from the top or the middle

"But in all such cases the '® must be counted with the root, because the loss is
only an apparent, and not a real one, accidental, and not incidental”.

17.0n 7'"5x that falls from the end

“If, however, an 'R, occupying, according to our ideas, the third place in the
trilateral stem, disappears, the loss is regarded by Menahem in every case as a
real one, and hence the X is by that fact debarred from being included in the
root".
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