SERIES XVII LECTURE

7703
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How old was Solomon (Shlomo HaMelech) when he first became king?

2.  Explain the difference between the wisdom of Shlomo HaMelech and
that of the other scholars of antiquity.

3.  Describe the meeting of Shlomo HaMelech with the queen of Sheba.
4.  Describe three of the sins of Shlomo HaMelech.

5. Inwhat ways was Shlomo HaMelech punished?

This and much more will be addressed in the first lecture of this series:
" The Reign of King Solomon (Shlomo HaMelech)".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these questions in mind as
you listen to the lecture and read through the outline. Go back to these
guestions once again at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer
them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book were designed as a powerful
tool to help you appreciate and understand the basis of Jewish History.
Although the lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your comprehension. Use it, as well,
as a handy reference guide and for quick review.

Thislectureis dedicated to the honor and merit of
Dr. Gerald and Professor Gali Hillman and their Family
and to the memory of Professor André 297 qwx Neher 77y



THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series XVII Lecture #1
THE REIGN OF KING SOLOMON (SHLOMO HAMELECH)
[ The Wisdom and Wealth of Solomon
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And Solomon loved the L-rd, walking in the statutes of David, his father; only he sacrificed and
burned incense in high places. - And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the
great high place; a thousand burnt offerings Solomon offered upon that altar. In Gibeon the L-rd
appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and G-d said, Ask what | shall give you. And Solomon
said, You have shown to Your servant David my father great mercy, because he walked before
You in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards Y ou; and Y ou have kept
for him this great kindness, that Y ou have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.
And now, O L-rd my G-d, You have made Y our servant king instead of David my father; and |
am but alittle child; - I know not how to go out or come in. And Y our servant isin the midst of
Y our people which You have chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for
multitude. Give, therefore, Y our servant an understanding heart to judge Y our people, that | may
discern between good and bad; for who is able to judge this, Your so great a people? And the
speech pleased the L-rd, that Solomon had asked this thing. And G-d said to him, Because you
have asked this thing, and have not asked for yourself long life; neither have you asked riches for
yourself; nor have you asked for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern judgment; Behold, | have done according to your words; lo, | have
given you a wise and understanding heart; so that there was none like you before you, nor shall
any like you arise after you. And | have also given you that which you have not asked, both
riches, and honor; so that there shall not be any among the kings like you all your days. And if
you will walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David
walked, then | will lengthen your days. Kings| 3:3-14
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. there was none like you before you: In regards to natural science, he was greater than even
Moshe. Regarding theology, however, Moshe was greater than he. Or, perhaps, there was none
like him amongst other kings. Rashi Kings| 3:12
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.therewas none like you before you: In regards to comprehensive knowledge in all areasi.e.
natural science, political science, and theology. Malbim ibid.
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And G-d gave Solomon wisdom and much understanding, and greatness of heart, as the sand that
is on the sea shore. And Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of al the people of the east,
and al the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and
Heman, and Kalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the surrounding
nations. And he uttered three thousand (teachings of) proverbs; and his songs were a thousand
and (teachings of) five. And he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon to the
hyssop that comes out of the wall; he spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and of creeping things,
and of fishes. And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of
the earth, who had heard of hiswisdom. Kings| 5:9-14

739207 IRPWY 7150 0OP—K 1N 737 IV 72 937w 737300 DRonn PIN — 0oR9—K 10" 2
55 5195 7mona ,73320 7950 172 7270 NIIDI HWH 95D WD 1IN 1337 — TRM 7297
QW 5 Do1W N°I1YT RO 9195 7392027 YA 29 oY H3aw 00371y B9 N1 nnon
2°25% 10 072 PR WX QMY NINONT NIPOMT VD 95 NYTY — 2% A7 ,IPwY NnR

v R 2°95R

And G-d gave Solomon wisdom and much under standing, and greatness of heart: Besides
the practical wisdom of which was previously spoken [i.e. asin the case of the two harlots], G-d
gave Solomon tremendous wisdom and discernment. We have already explained in detail, in our
commentary to the Book of Proverbs, the distinction between “wisdom” and “discernment”.
“Wisdom” includes al areas of proper human conduct, all those areas that can be defined in
terms of “good” or “evil”. “Discernment” includes all areas of theoretical knowledge to which
can applied the terms of “true” or “false”. “ Greatness of heart” refers to the ability of knowing
all theinfinite details of the various “wisdoms’ and “ discernments’. Malbim Kings| 5:9
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And Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the people of the east and all the wisdom
of Egypt.: [The peoples of the east] were well schooled in the science of astronomy and other
similar sciences. The Egyptians were schooled in the natural sciences and [understood] the
internal make up of the various objects of nature and were therefore able to alter them by means
of the occult arts. Malbim ibid. verse 10
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For he was wiser than all men; [than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Kalcol, and
Darda, the sons of Mahol]: They were great savants and sorcerers in his time. You aready
know what our Sages expounded regarding this [verse]. See the commentary of Rav Yitzchak
Abrabanel who explains at length the distinction between Solomon’s wisdom and the wisdom of
the other savants. Since his wisdom was acquired miraculously, he grasped everything, from
beginning to end, instantaneously, not gradually. [Conventional wisdom] is acquired through
using the senses after much toil and effort over along period of time through many formats, and
is often fraught with errors. In addition, it isimpossible to grasp the true [spiritual] fundamentals
and the [original spiritual] forms nor the intelligences (angels) that are removed from the
physical world. See there for his elaboration. Malbim ibid. verse 11
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For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Kalcol, and
Darda, the sons of Mahol: According to the Midrash Pesikta, “than al men (adam)” refers to
Adam HaRishon, the first man. “Ethan the Ezrahite” refers to Abraham. “Heman” refers to
Moshe. “Kalcol” refers to Joseph. “Darda’ refers to the generation of the desert. “Mahol” refers
to the fact that their sins were forgiven (“mahol”) in the aftermath of the incident of the Golden
Calf. Rashi ibid. verse 11
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And he uttered three (alafim) thousand (teachings of) proverbs: Three teachings in the form
of proverbs. Three times is it written, “the proverbs of Solomon” in the Book of Proverbs. And
his songs were a thousand (elef) and (teachings of) five: This refers to the three above
mentioned as well as the Song of Songs (Shir HaShirim) and Ecclesiastes (Koheles). Thousand
(teachings of): The purpose of each one was in order to teach. According to the Midrash
Agadata (Midrash BaMidbar Rabbah 19:3 and Eiruvin 21b) he would utter three thousand
proverbs for every single word of the Torah and one thousand and five reasons for every single
proverb (word of the Scribes). Rashi ibid. verse 12
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And his songs wer e a thousand (elef) and (teachings of) five: Thisis referring to the Book of
Shir HaShirimwhich is divided into five songs. The last song which begins with the words (ibid.
8:8), “We have a little sister,” which contains the phrases, “Every one for his fruit was to bring
one thousand pieces of silver.” and “O Solomon, must have one thousand,” (ibid. 11 and 12) is
referred to as “the song of a thousand’, as | explained in my commentary to Shir HaShirim.
Malbim ibid. verse 12
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And he spoke of trees, from the cedar treethat isin Lebanon to the hyssop that comes out
of the wall; he spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and of creeping things, and of fishes.
Solomon also composed many scientific works in which he explained al the various forms of
plant life, from the cedar to the hyssop, as well as works explaining the various forms of animal
life which includes those that walk on [the land on] all fours, bird life, and aquatic life aswell as
creatures that creep which includes amphibians and insects. Malbim ibid. verse 13
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And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon and what he had done in the name
of the L-rd, she came to test him with difficult questions (riddles). - And she came to Jerusalem
with a very great retinue, with camels that carried spices, - and much gold, and precious stones,
and when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was in her heart. And Solomon answered
al her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king, which he did not tell her. And when
the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon’s wisdom, and the house that he had built, And the
food of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their
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clothing, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up to the house of the L-rd; there
was no more spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true report that | heard in my own
land of your acts and of your wisdom. But | did not believe the words, until | came, and my eyes
saw it; and, behold, the half was not told me; your wisdom and prosperity exceeds the fame
which | heard. Happy are your men, happy are these your servants, who stand continually before
you, and who hear your wisdom. Blessed be the L-rd your G-d, who delighted in you, to set you
on the throne of Israel; because the L-rd loved Israel forever, therefore he made you king, to do
judgment and justice. And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices
very great store, and precious stones, there came no more such abundance of spices as these
which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. - And also the fleet of Hiram, that brought gold
from Ophir, brought in from Ophir a great amount of almug wood, and precious stones. And the
king made of the almug wood pillars for the house of the L-rd, and for the king's house, lyres
also and lutes for singers; there came no such almug wood, nor were seen to thisday. - And king
Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatever she asked, besides that which
Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. And she turned and went to her own country, she and her
servants. - And the weight of the gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred sixty
six talents of gold, Besides what he had from the traders, and from the commerce of the spice
merchants, and from all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the land. Kings I
10:1-15
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R.Shmuel b. Nahmani said in the name of R. Yonathan: Whoever says that the Malkath [queen]
of Sheba was [merely] a woman [the wife of the king] is in error; the word malkath here means
the [head of the] kingdom of Sheba. Bava Basra 15b
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The verse (Samuel 11 12:11), “Behold, | will raise up evil against you from your own house,”
became fulfilled through Nebuchadnezzar who was descended from David who was referred to
as alion. (see Lamentation 3:10) This came about because Shiomo had relations with the queen
of Sheba. Nebuchadnezzar was descended from that union. Sheloh, Mesechta Taanis, Drush
L’ Parshas Mattos
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The purpose of al of these accounts is to relate how G-d's promises were fulfilled in regards to
[Solomon’ s] wisdom, glory and wealth. Regarding his wealth, Scripture relates how he received
an enormous amount of gold each year, some six hundered and sixty six talents (kikar) worth.
According to Rav Yitzchak Abarbanel, one talent (kikar) is worth twelve thousand and three
hundred Venician ducats. The sum total, then was 8,191,800 ducats. Malbim Kings| 10:14
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Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the finest gold. The throne
had six steps, and the top of the throne was round behind; and there were arm rests on either side
on the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the arm rests. And twelve lions stood there on
one side and on the other upon the six steps; the like of it was never made in any kingdom. And
all king Solomon’s drinking utensils were of gold, and all the utensils of the House of the Forest
of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of silver; it was accounted for nothing in the days of
Solomon. For the king had at sea a fleet of Tarshish with the fleet of Hiram; once in three years
came the fleet of Tarshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks. And king
Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom. Kings| 10:18-22
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And the king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar as common as the
sycamore trees that are in the lowland, because of their abundance. Kings| 10:27

F.

YPWUYH TnPW CIBNR DUWRan PIRT P21 00071 WYY paxg 02hn Ybn mnbw Tond H1an

PWI NI 277 2923 [0 93 innam WK DRAM AnT siab3 Db-X TNY WK ANHINNK
n3-350 X bR ;MW MY 127 0°7107 D°0I0 DHW3I

And king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom. And al the
earth sought Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which G-d had put in his heart. And they brought
every man his gift, utensils of silver, and utensils of gold, and garments, and armor, and spices,
horses, and mules, arate year by year. Kings| 10:23-25

. Solomon’s Military
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And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen; and he had a thousand and four hundred
chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he placed in the cities for chariots, and with the
king at Jerusalem. . . . And Solomon had horses brought from Egypt, and from Keve (the
produce of their herds); the king’s traders received them from Keve (the herds) at a price. And a
chariot could be imported from Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred
and fifty; and so they were exported to the kings of the Hittites, and to the kings of Aram,
through the traders. Kings| 10:26, 28-29
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[1. Solomon’s Wives
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And Solomon made a marriage dliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s
daughter, and brought her to the city of David, until he finished building his own house, and the
house of the L-rd, and the surrounding wall of Jerusalem. Kings| 3:1
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And Solomon made a marriage alliance: After Shlomo had firmly established [the loyalty] of
the people [to] his government, he firmly established his government [as aforce to contend with,
in the eyes of] the surrounding kings [and kingdoms] by creating a marriage alliance with a great
and powerful king, thereby insuring military support in the event of an attack by his enemies.
Malbim, ibid.
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Rav Yehudah said in Shmuel's name: When Solomon married Pharaoh's daughter, she brought
him a thousand musical instruments and said to him, Thus we play in honor of that idol, thusin
honor of that idol, yet he did not protest. Rav Y ehudah said in Shmuel's name: When Solomon
married Pharaoh's daughter, Gabriel descended and planted a reed in the sea, and it gathered a
bank around it, on which the great city of Rome was built. Shabbos 56b
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And king Solomon loved many foreign women, the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites. Of the nations concerning which the
L-rd said to the people of Isragl, You shal not go in to them, neither shall they come in to you;
for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods, Solomon attached himself to these in
love. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives
turned away his heart. Kings| 11:1-3
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Rav Yitzchak Abrabanel has explained that [Shlomo] sinned in three areas. 1) That which he
loved foreign women was not [the love] of a [mature] man to his wife but rather of that of a
youth who is enraptured whose soul is bound up with the soul of his beloved, as it says,
“Solomon attached himself to these in love.” 2) [He sinned] by virtue of the fact that these were
foreign women with whom the Torah had forbidden to have relations. 3) He sinned by taking
many wives, for aking is admonished from taking many wives, even if they be [as righteous| as
Abigail. Regarding the origin of these foreign women it says, “Moabites, Ammonites etc,” as
well as the daughter of Pharaoh, the first woman with whom he compromised himself. Even
though they all converted, nonetheless, they were “of the nations concerning which the L-rd said
to the people of Israel, You shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in to you.” Because
of them, they turned away his heart. Now even though they turned away his heart in his youth, he
still was then firm in his commitment and the effect was minor. Malbim ibid.
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For while they are still idolaters their marriages are invalid; only when they are converted are
their marriages valid. R. Y oseph raised an objection, “And Solomon made a marriage alliance
with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter.” He caused her to be converted. But,
surely, no proselytes were accepted either in the days of David or in the days of Solomon! Was
there any reason for it but [that the motive of the proselytes might be the benefits] of the royal
table? Such a woman obviously was in no need of it. But let the inference be drawn from the fact
that she was an Egyptian of the first generation! And were you to reply that those had already
departed, and these are others; surely, it may be pointed out, it was taught: R. Yehudah stated,
“Menyamin, an Egyptian proselyte, was one of my colleagues among the disciples of R. Akiva,
and he told me: ‘| am an Egyptian of the first generation and married an Egyptian woman of the
first generation; | shall arrange for my son to marry an Egyptian of the second generation in
order that my grandson may be enabled to enter into the congregation of Israel!”” R. Papa
replied: Are we to take our directions from Solomon! Solomon did not marry at all, for it is
written, “Of the nations concerning which the L-rd said to the people of Isragl, You shal not go
in to them, neither shall they come in to you; for surely they will turn away your heart after their
gods; Solomon attached himself to these in love.” The expression, “And Solomon made a
marriage alliance,” however, presents a difficulty! On account of his excessive love for her.
Scripture regards him asif he had become allied by marriage to her. Y evamos 76a-b
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IV.  The Spiritual Decline of Solomon
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For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other
gods; and his heart was not perfect with the L-rd his G-d, as was the heart of David his
father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. And Solomon did evil in the sight of the L-rd, and went not fully
after the L-rd, as did David his father. Then did Solomon build a high place for Kemosh, the
abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the
Ammonites. And likewise did he for al his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to
their gods. Kingsl 11:4-8
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R. Shmuel b. Nahmani said in R. Y onathan's name: Whoever maintains that Solomon sinned is
merely making an error, for it is said, “And his heart was not perfect with the L-rd his G-d, as
was the heart of David his father.” It was [merely] not as the heart of David his father, but
neither did he sin. Then how do | interpret, For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his
wives turned away his heart? That is [to be explained] as R. Nathan. For R. Nathan opposed [two
verses|: It is written, For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his
heart, whereas it is [also] written, and his heart was not perfect with the L-rd his G-d, as was the
heart of David his father, [implying that] it was [merely] not as the heart of David his father, but
neither did he sin? Thisisits meaning: his wives turned away his heart to go after other gods, but
he did not go. But it is written, Then would Solomon build a high place for Chemosh the
abomination of Moab? That means, he desired to build, but did not. If so (Joshuah 8:30), “Then
Joshua built [yibneh] an atar unto the L-rd,” [does this too mean,] he desired to build but did
not! Hence it [surely means] that he [actually] built; so here too it means that he built? Rather it
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is as was taught: R. Yosel said (Kings Il 23:13), “And the high places that were before
Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of
Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of Moab [were contaminated by Y oshiah].” -
Now, is it possible that Assa came and did not destroy them, then Y ehoshaphat, and he did not
destroy them, until Yoshiah came and destroyed them! But surely Assa and Y ehoshaphat
destroyed al the idolatrous cults in Palestine? Hence [the explanation is that] the earlier are
assimilated (compared) to the later: just as the later did not do, yet it was ascribed to them, to
their glory, so the earlier ones too did not do, yet it was ascribed to them, to their shame. - But it
is written, “And Solomon did that which was evil in the sight of the L-rd?’ But because he
should have restrained his wives, but did not, the Writ regards him as though he sinned. Rav
Y ehudah said in Shmuel's name: Better had it been for that righteous man to be an acolyte to the
unmentionable (i.e. a servant of idol worshippers), only that it should not be written of him, And
he did that which was evil in the sight of the L-rd.” Shabbos 56b
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You shall set him king over you, whom the L-rd your G-d shall choose; one from among your
brothers shall you set king over you; you may not set a stranger over you, who is not your
brother. But he shall not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to
the end that he should multiply horses; for as much as the L-rd has said to you, You shall
henceforth return no more that way. Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart
turn not away; nor shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold. Deuteronomy 17:15-17
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: Why were the reasons that the laws of the Torah were [generally] not
revealed? Because in two verses reasons were revealed, and they caused the greatest man in the
world [Solomon] to stumble. Thus it is written (Deuteronomy 17:17), “He shall not multiply
wives to himself,” whereas Solomon said, “I will multiply wives yet not let my heart be
perverted.” Yet we read (Kings | 11:4), “When Solomon was old, his wives turned away his
heart.” Again it is written (Deuteronomy 17:16), “He shal not multiply to himself horses,”
concerning which Solomon said, “I will multiply them, but will not cause [Isragl] to return [to
Egypt].” Yet we read (Kings | 10:29), “And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six
[hundred shekels of silver].” Sanhedrin 21b
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Shlomo arose and analyzed the decree of the Holy One, blessed be He. He said, “Why did the
Holy One, blessed be He, say, ‘He shall not multiply wivesto himself’? Isn’t it because they may
turn away his heart? | will multiply wives and my heart will not be turned away!” Our teachers
said: At that moment the “yud” of the word “yirbeh” (multiply) prostrated herself before the
Holy One, blessed be He and said, “Master of the Universe, didn’'t Y ou say that not one letter of
the Torah will ever became null and void. Behold Shlomo arose and anulled me. Perhaps today
he will anull one [letter] and tomorrow another [letter] until the entire Torah will became null
and void. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to her, “Let Shlomo and a thousand like him
become nullified, but 1 will not et one jot of you to become nullified.” Midrash Shemos
Rabbah 6:1

V. The Final Days of Solomon
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And the L-rd was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the L-rd G-d of Isradl,
which had appeared to him twice, And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should
not go after other gods; but he kept not that which the L-rd commanded. Therefore the L-rd said
to Solomon, Since this is your mind, and you have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which
| have commanded you, | will surely tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant.
However in your days | will not do it for David your father’s sake; but | will tear it from the hand
of your son. But | will not tear away al the kingdom; but will give one tribe to your son for
David my servant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’ s sake which | have chosen. Kings| 11:9-13
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However in your days | will not do it: The completion of the [tearing apart of the kingdom]
will not happen in your days for the sake of David your father. This can be understood by the
fact that Hashem gave the kingdom to the son of David unconditionally. Only to the seed of his
seed was the kingdom given conditionally, asit is written (Psalms 132:11), “The L-rd has sworn
in truth to David; He will not turn from it; One of the sons of your body | will set on your
throne.” This promise was made unconditionally. Regarding this it is written (ibid.), “The L-rd
has sworn in truth to David; He will not turn from it.” Regarding the children’s children,
however, it is written (ibid. 12), “If your children will keep My covenant and My testimony that
| shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon your throne for evermore.” This promise was
made on condition that they guard the covenant. Consequently, He wasn't able to tear apart the
kingdom during the life of Solomon. Malbim ibid. verse 12
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And the L-rd raised up an adversary to Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was of the king's seed
in Edom. For it came to pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab the captain of the army was
gone to bury the killed, after he had struck every male in Edom; For six months Joab remained
there with all Israel, until he had cut off every male in Edom; That Hadad fled, he and certain
Edomites of his father’s servants with him, to go to Egypt; Hadad being still a little child. And
they arose from Midian, and came to Paran; and they took men with them from Paran, and they
came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt; which gave him a house, and bread, and gave him
land. And Hadad found great favor in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him for a wife the
sister of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen. And the sister of Tahpenes bore him
Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s house; and Genubath was in Pharaoh’s
household among the sons of Pharaoh. And when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his
fathers, and that Joab the captain of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, Let me depart,
that | may go to my own country. Then Pharaoh said to him, But what have you lacked with me,
that, behold, you seek to go to your own country? And he answered, Nothing; but let me go
anyway. And G-d also raised up another adversary, Rezon the son of Eliadah, who fled from his
lord Hadadezer king of Zobah; And he gathered men to him, and became captain over a band,
when David slew them; and they went to Damascus, and lived there, and made him king in
Damascus. And he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, beside the mischief that
Hadad did; and he loathed Israel, and reigned over Aram. Kings| 11:14-25
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And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zereda, Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s
name was Zeruah, a widow, lifted up his hand against the king. And this was the reason why he
lifted up his hand against the king; Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the city of
David his father. And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valor; and Solomon seeing that
the young man was industrious, made him ruler over al the labor of the house of Joseph. Kings|
11:26-28
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R. Yohanan said: Why did Jeroboam merit sovereignty? Because he reproved Solomon. And
why was he punished? Because he reproved him publicly. As it is written, And this was the
cause that he lifted up his hand against the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches
of the city of David his father. He said thus to him: Y our father David made breachesin the wall,
that Israel might come up [to Jerusalem] on the Festivals; while you have closed them, in order
to exact toll (draft workers) for the benefit of Pharaoh's daughter. What is meant by And this was
the cause that he lifted up his hand against the king? R. Nahman said: He took off his tefilin
(phylacteries) in front of him. Sanhedrin 101b
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Hetook off histefilin: It isimproper to stand before the king with an uncovered head. He began
the rebellion in this way to show and tell him that he wasn't acting as a king should. Rashi, ibid.
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And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went from Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah
the Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and the two
were alone in the field; And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and tore it in
twelve pieces, And he said to Jeroboam, Take you ten pieces; for thus said the L-rd, the G-d of
Israel, Behold, | will tear the kingdom from the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to you;
But he shall have one tribe for my servant David' s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake, the city which
| have chosen from all the tribes of Israel; Because they have forsaken Me, and have worshipped
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Kemaosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of
the Ammonites, and have not walked in My ways, to do that which is right in My eyes, and to
keep My statutes and My judgments, as did David his father. But | will not take the whole
kingdom from his hand; but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David My
servant’s sake, whom | chose, because he kept My commandments and My statutes; But | will
take the kingdom from his son’s hand, and will give it to you, ten tribes. And to his son will |
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give one tribe, that David My servant may have a lamp aways before Me in Jerusalem, the city
which | have chosen to put My name there. And | will take you, and you shall reign according to
all that your soul desires, and you shall be king over Israel. And it shall be, if you will listen to
all that | command you, and will walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight, to keep My
statutes and My commandments, as David My servant did; that | will be with you, and build you
asure house, as | built for David, and will give Isragl to you. And | will for this afflict the seed
of David, but not forever. Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam arose, and
fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. Kings |
11:29-40
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And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in
the Book of the Acts of Solomon? And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all
Israel was forty years. And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David
his father; and Rehoboam his son reigned in his place. Kings| 11:41-42

/T XDD DY bW 2w (71K ©°391) RIw 2011°Hvn HY anbw on 179mna cwop wo R
T3 MODNM I 92V 933 777 RIT YD (V7D /R QT *13T) IR L,2°1INANT HY Ton 51029
Y7977 7772 7TV M0DN MR 17,0297 703 71TYY 02197 5302 10DN MR TN LXMW 27 AT
by XOx Tom XD 730291 ,9995 02wn 93 By 9om 95 71y vy noon by Tonw owsy 1ans 1
,2°PWIT DY XOR o1 KD 510227 ,7937 DRIW? DY Tom o0 nbip IRk (R nYaRp) nRw [ HRIwe
PW) MRV ,INVA DY ROXR Ton KD 710277 ,0°0WI7°2 7Pm 71T 12 YRR 2127 (R NYR) MKW
7T AT (R N9TR) RIW 10PN DY ROR o KD 730257,/ Inbwhw Invn 137 (2 0w
M L,ORIAWY 27 2977 KD IR T TR MR T ,00p0 R 0 ,5RIPWY 29 90y Don phn
12m9 ©YTIY T2 9T IRT IRMI VT TN VT KD ART (XM AT KD MR T ,IT0 MR

> ™70

Resh Lakish said: At first, Solomon reigned over the higher beings, as it is written (Chronicles
29:23), “Then Solomon sat on the throne of the L-rd as king;” afterwards, [having sinned,] he
reigned [only] over the lower, as it is written (Kings | 5:4), “For he had dominion over all the
region on this side of the river, from Tifsah even to Gaza.” Rav and Shmuel [explain thisversein
different ways]: One says, Tifsah was situated at one end of the world and Gaza at the other. The
other says. Tifsah and Gaza were beside each other, and just as he reigned over these, so did he
reign over the whole world. But eventualy his reign was restricted to Israel, as it is written
(Ecclesiastes 1:12), “I, Koheleth, have been king over Isragl etc.” Later, his reign was confined
to Jerusalem alone, even asit is written (Ecclesiates 1:1), “The words of Koheleth, son of David,
king in Jerusalem.” And still later he reigned only over his bed, as it is written (Song of Songs
3:7), “Behold it is the bed of Solomon, three-score mighty men are about it etc.” And finally, he
reigned only over his staff asiit is written (Ecclesiates 2:10), “This was my portion from all my
labor.” Rav and Shmuel [explain this differently]: One says. His staff [was all that was left him];
the other: His bowl. Did he regain his first power, or not? Rav and Shmuel [differ]: One
maintains that he did; the other, that he did not. The one who says that he did not, agrees with the
view that Solomon was first a king and then a commoner; the other, who says that he did, agrees
with the view that he was first king, then commoner and finally king again. Sanhedrin 20b
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TIMELINE: FROM ABRAHAM TO SOLOMON 15w 7y a17a8»

15

DATE

1810 BCE
1710 BCE
1650 BCE
1563 BCE

1520 BCE

1390 BCE
1310 BCE

1270 BCE
1242 BCE

905 BCE

875 BCE
847 BCE

835 BCE
831 BCE

(097 170)
v”PPNN 'R
v’ 2
DIIP /:
%P 3

v”97 2

v”’ow ‘2
v”nPn 2

v”DN ’2
9PN 72

173N ’2

m73pnn a
v”opnn 2

Birth of Abraham oluimin}s
Birth of Isaac Prxe
Birth of Jacob Py
Birth of Judah Rank
&b
780
Egyptian Exile
o9
2717y
1w
Birth of Moses
Exodus
1Imow
Death of Moses
Death of Joshua
T¥92
T29Y
5W5
Birth of David 77
Reign of David
Birth of Solomon bW

Reign of Solomon
The Building of the First Temple

Lecture #1
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TIMELINE (ACCORDING TO THE GAON OF VILNA)

DATE (@%v 170)

835BCE -n”apnn 2
795 BCE - 77opnn 3
778 BCE - 2”ppnn /3
775 BCE - 7ppnn 3
774 BCE - v"5pnn 2
773 BCE - 17ppnn 3
750 BCE -7’2

749 BCE - X" '3

749 BCE - X" '3

738 BCE -272 "3
734 BCE -v72 ’a

717 BCE - 3" 3
716 BCE-9"m "2
709 BCE-R"1"3

705 BCE-1173"a

704 BCE -9"1"3

698 BCE -2”70 ’a
676 BCE-3"D "3
659 BCE - X" '3
658 BCE -2"p '3
645 BCE - 7"vp '3
630 BCE - Y7”7 '}
607 BCE - 273p "2
606 BCE - 773p "2
606 BCE - 7”3 "2
596 BCE - 7”0p 3
594 BCE - 7'0p 3
593 BCE - 170p 3
577 BCE-2"pp '3
574 BCE-7v"5p '3
561 BCE - v”xp '3
555 BCE -1’2
532 BCE -5’3
477 BCE - 3791 73
475BCE - 11751 '3
444 BCE - 1770w 73
444 BCE - 1770w 73
433 BCE - 175w '3
432 BCE-n7ow '3
421 BCE - v”%w '3

KINGS OF JUDAH

Solomon ek
Rehoboam  oyama
Abijam D%ax

Asa NOX
Jehoshaphat  wOWIT
Jehoram aphink
Ahaziah ITIIN
Athaliah AXMX N2 37NY
Joash IR 72 WX
Amaziah XN
Azariah ATy (7TY)
Jotham ani

Ahaz X

Hezekiah R

2°DAVR NWY DY Nl
Manasseh  1wan

Amon 7InR

Josiah NPWK®
Jehoahaz NI
Jehoigkim R
Jehoiachin 73737
Zedekiah ITRTR

77 NPat moan 1271

KINGS OF ISRAEL

Solomon
Jeroboam

Nadab
Baasha
Elah
Zimri
Oomri
Ahab

Ahaziah
Jehoram

Jehu

Jehoahaz
Jehoash

Jeroboam

Zechariah
Shallum
Menahem
Pekahiah
Pekah

Hoshea

tepd
L3I T3 OV

oyaI7 12 27
TPIR 72 XYY
XUy 72 7’7&
el

Ry

T1R2Y 13 AROR

ARMN 72 WOR
AROX 72 DT
VOYIT 12 RIT?

X772 72 TR
TR 13 W

WX 13 0¥

Qya77 13 3777127
W31’ 72 0IPY
*73 12 Onan
anan 12 7meD
0T 12 MRE

MR 13 YWin

End of theMonarchy in Israel

End of the Monarchy in Judah



