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Dispatches were sent to all the provinces of the king, to every province in its own script and to
every nation in its own language, that every man should wield authority in his home and speak
the language of his own people.

Text 2: Esther 9:29-32
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29 Then Queen Esther daughter of Abihail wrote a second letter of Purim for the purpose of
confirming with full authority the aforementioned one of Mordecai the Jew. 3° Dispatches were
sent to all the Jews in the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the realm of Ahasuerus with an
ordinance of “equity and honesty:” 3! These days of Purim shall be observed at their proper time,
as Mordecai the Jew—and now Queen Esther—has obligated them to do, and just as they have
assumed for themselves and their descendants the obligation of the fasts with their lamentations.
Esth. 9:32 And Esther’s ordinance validating these observances of Purim was recorded in a
scroll.

Text 3: Esther 3:21-23
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21 At that time, when Mordecai was sitting in the palace gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the
king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, became angry, and plotted to do away with King
Ahasuerus. *> Mordecai learned of it and told it to Queen Esther, and Esther reported it to the
king in Mordecai’s name. 23 The matter was investigated and found to be so, and the two were
impaled on stakes. This was recorded in the book of annals at the instance of the king.



Text 4: Esther 6:1-2
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! That night, sleep deserted the king, and he ordered the book of records, the annals, to be
brought; and it was read to the king. ? There it was found written that Mordecai had denounced
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, who had plotted to
do away with King Ahasuerus.

Text 5: Esther 3:12-13
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120n the thirteenth day of the first month, the king’s scribes were summoned and a decree was
issued, as Haman directed, to the king’s satraps, to the governors of every province, and to the
officials of every people, to every province in its own script and to every people in its own
language. The orders were issued in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king’s
signet. 13 Accordingly, written instructions were dispatched by couriers to all the king’s
provinces to destroy, massacre, and exterminate all the Jews, young and old, children and
women, on a single day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month—that is, the month of Adar—
and to plunder their possessions.

Text 6: Esther 9:20-22
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20Mordecai recorded these events. And he sent dispatches to all the Jews throughout the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, near and far, 2! charging them to observe the fourteenth and
fifteenth days of Adar, every year— 22 the same days on which the Jews enjoyed relief from their
foes and the same month which had been transformed for them from one of grief and mourning
to one of festive joy. They were to observe them as days of feasting and merrymaking, and as an
occasion for sending gifts to one another and presents to the poor.



Text 7: Esther 9:29
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2Then Queen Esther daughter of Abihail wrote a second letter of Purim for the purpose of
confirming with full authority the aforementioned one of Mordecai the Jew.

Text 8: Esther 9:1
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And so, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month—that is, the month of Adar—when the king’s
command and decree were to be executed, the very day on which the enemies of the Jews had
expected to get them in their power, the opposite happened, and the Jews got their enemies in
their power.

Text 9: Esther 4:13-17
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13 Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, will
escape with your life by being in the king’s palace. * On the contrary, if you keep silent in this
crisis, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another quarter, while you and your
father’s house will perish. And who knows, perhaps you have attained to royal position for just
such a crisis.” 15 Then Esther sent back this answer to Mordecai: !¢ “Go, assemble all the Jews
who live in Shushan, and fast in my behalf; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and
my maidens will observe the same fast. Then I shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the
law; and if T am to perish, I shall perish!” 17 So Mordecai went about [the city] and did just as
Esther had commanded him.



