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The past is something
that by definition
does not exist.




Constituencies of Truth

Competing narratives = competing truths?
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There are stars

Whose light reaches
the earth when they
themselves are gone
and no more

There are people

Whose radiance
illuminates when they
themselves are gone
and no langer among
us

These lights

Brilliant in the dark of
night--they kindle for
humanity the lights
along the path
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Postmodernism

Power,
discourse, and
the definition of

truth

"truth" in
quotation marks

J Jacques Derrida
' (1930-2004)
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Rav Shagar

Shimon Gershon Rosenberg
(1949-2007)




Humanities,
Social Sciences,
Sciences all affected




Jews and Information Technology
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Jews discover the Internet
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Orthodox Jews and Firding Mesrung an jewish Tasty
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Information vs. Wisdom
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Professor fact-checked in class by a student

.,y With a smart phone
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Solomon #
Schechter
1847-1915)

Rabbi JosephsRosen
("The Rogachover,"
1858-1936)
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48 Ways to Acquire Torah (Pirkei Avot 6:6)

Torah is acquired with forty-eight gualities. These are; study. listening, verbalizing,

awe humility purity
companionship, debating study of the scriptures, study of the Mishnah,
minimizing socialization,

minimizing sleep minimizing galety, gEﬂEf‘DEit}’ of
spirit acceptance of suffering satisfactinn with
one's lot not taking credit for oneself, love of G-d

love of charity love of rebuke lack of
arrogance in learning sharing the burden of ane's
fellow, pmviding correctiO N,

deliperation in study, asking and answering, listening and
illuminating, learning in order to teach, learning in order to observe, making one's

teacher W‘[EE. exactness in conveying a teaching. and
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R. Simon said: When the time came for the Holy Blessed One to make the first
human being, The Ministering Angels made themselves into competing
counsels, with one group opposing the other. Some of them said, "Don't create
humans,” and the others said "Creare them.” 50 it is written: (Ps. 85:11)
“Kindness and Truth met against one another, Righteousness and Peace faced
each other.” The angel of Kindness said, “Create them, for they will do acts of
loving kindness.” Then the angel of Trurh said, *Do not create them, for they
will be full of lies.” The angel of Righteousness said, "Create them, for they will
establish justice.” The angel of Peace said, "Do not create them, for they will be
in constant strife!” Whar did the Holy Blessed one do, bur grab up Truth and
hurl it to the earth, so it is written: (Daniel 8:12) “You hurled Truth 1o the
earth.” Whereupon the Ministering Angels said before the Holy Blessed One,
“Ruler of all worlds, what have You done? Why have You so chastised the chief
of your court? Let Truth arise again from the earth.” So it is written, (Ps. 85:12)
“Truth springs up from the carth.” The Rabbis have said the following in the
name of R. Hanina bar Adai, and R. Pinchas and R. Hilkiah in the name of R.
Simon who said: “1'-.-"1:1}'" [MeOD)] is an anagram in reference to “Humans”
[ADaM] so it is written: (Gea 1:31) "And God saw all that God had made, and
tound it very good.” Read it rather: "God found Humans to be good.” R.
Huna of Tzipori said: While the Ministering Angels were occupying one
another with liigation and debate, The Holy Blessed One created them and
turned to the angels saying, Whar are yOu arguing about? Humans have
already been created.”
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R. Simon said: When the time came for the Holy Blessed One to make the first
human being, The Ministering Angels made themselves into competing
counsels, with one group opposing the other. Some of them said, “Don't create
humans,” and the others said “Create them.” So it is written: (Ps. 85:11)

“Kindness and Truth met against one another, Righteousness and Peace faced

each other.” The angel of Kindness said, “Create them, for they will do acts of
loving kindness.” Then the angel of Truth said, “Do not create them, for they
will be full of lies.” The angel of Righteousness said, “Create them, for they will
establish justice.” The angel of Peace said, “Do not create them, for they will be
in constant strife!” What did the Holy Blessed one do, but grab up Truth and
hurl it to the earth, so it is written: (Daniel 8:12) “You hurled Truth to the

earth.” Whereupon the Ministering Angels said before the Holy Blessed One,
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“Ruler of all worlds, what have You done? Why have You so chastised the chief
of your court? Let Truth arise again from the earth.” So it is written, (Ps. 85:12)
“Truth springs up from the earth.” The Rabbis have said the following in the
name of R. Hanina bar Adai, and R. Pinchas and R. Hilkiah in the name of R.
Simon who said: “Very” [MeOD)] is an anagram in reference to “Humans”
[ADaM] so it is written: (Gen 1:31) “And God saw all that God had made, and
found it very good.” Read it rather: “God found Humans to be good.” R.
Huna of Tzipori said: While the Ministering Angels were occupying one
another with litigation and debate, The Holy Blessed One created them and
turned to the angels saying, “What are you arguing about? Humans have

already been created.”
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