
FEDERAL “RIGHT TO TRY” AND 
HALACHOS OF SELF-INJURY

December 14, 2019

International Conference on Torah and Science

Professor Moshe Dovid Tendler, PhD

Yeshiva University



WHAT IS “RIGHT TO TRY”

From RightToTry.org:

 On May 30, 2018, President Donald Trump signed S.204, the Trickett Wendler, 
Frank Mongiello, Jordan McLinn and Matthew Bellina Right to Try Act. Right to Try 
opens a new pathway for terminally ill patients who have exhausted their 
government-approved options and can’t get into a clinical trial to access 
treatments. Although 41 states have passed Right to Try laws, the signing of S.204 
makes Right to Try the law of the land, creating a uniform system for terminal 
patients seeking access to investigational treatments.



WHAT IS “RIGHT TO TRY”
From RightToTry.org:

Who qualifies for Right to Try? 

 To be eligible for Right to Try, a patient must meet the following conditions:

 Be diagnosed with a life-threatening disease or condition;

 Have exhausted approved treatment options;

 Be unable to participate in a clinical trial involving the eligible investigational drug, as certified 
by a doctor, who is in good standing with her licensing organization and will not be 
compensated directly by the manufacturer for so certifying; and

 Give written informed consent regarding the risks associated with taking the investigational 
treatment.

What is a life-threatening disease or condition? 

 Federal law defines a life-threatening disease or condition as: “Diseases or conditions where 
the likelihood of death is high unless the course of the disease is interrupted” (21 CFR 312.81).











“QUALITY OF LIFE”:
RIGHT NOT TO TRY TO PROLONG LIFE

 Kesuvos 77b

 Kesuvos 104a

 Nedarim 40a

 Avodah Zarah 18a

 Ta’anis 23a

 Sotah 46b

 Bava Metzia 84a


