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Parsha and Manuscript - Vayera  
 
‘Challenging G-d’ 
 
Genesis 18:20-32 
 
(20) And the Lord said, “Since the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah has become great, 
and since their sin has become very grave, (21) I will descend now and see, whether 
according to her cry, which has come to Me, they have done; I will wreak destruction 
upon them; and if not, I will know.” (22) The men went on from there to Sodom, 
while Abraham remained standing before the Lord. (23) Abraham drew near 
(vayigash) and said, “Will You destroy the innocent along with the guilty? (24) What 
if there should be fifty innocent within the city; will You then wipe out the place and 
not forgive it for the sake of the innocent fifty who are in it? (25) Far be it from You 
to do such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent as well as the guilty, so that the 
innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall the Judge of all the earth not 
deal justly?” (27) Abraham answered, saying, “Here I commenced to speak to my 
Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. (28) What if the fifty innocent should lack five? 
Will You destroy the whole city for want of the five?” And He answered, “I will not 
destroy if I find forty-five there.” (29) And he continued further to speak to Him, and 
he said, “Perhaps forty will be found there.” And He said, “I will not do it for the sake 
of the forty.” (30) And he said, "Please, let the Lord's wrath not be kindled, and I will 
speak. Perhaps thirty will be found there." And He said, "I will not do it if I find thirty 
there." (31) And he said, "Behold now I have desired to speak to the Lord, perhaps 
twenty will be found there." And He said, "I will not destroy for the sake of the 
twenty." (32) And he said, "Please, let the Lord's wrath not be kindled, and I will 
speak yet this time, perhaps ten will be found there." And He said, "I will not destroy 
for the sake of the ten." 
 
Rashi 
 

 
 
Zohar 1:67:2:4 (techinah):  
 
 Rabbi Yochanan said: come and see the difference between Noah and the 

righteous of Israel after Noah. Noah did not protect his generation and did not 
pray for them as did Abraham, for as soon as G-d said to Abraham that the cry 
of Sodom and Gomorrah has become great, Abraham immediately approached 
G-d and said etc. and increased in entreating (tachnunim) before the Holy 



One, blessed be He, until he asked whether he finds ten righteous people that 
would atone for the whole city on their behalf. 

 
Manuscripts 
 
MS. Oppenheim 34 fol. 12 (1201–1225)  
 

 
 
MS. Oppenheim 14 Fol. 18 (1340) 
 

 
 
MS. Canonici Or. 35 (1401-1425) 

 
MS. Oppenheim 35 fol. 11 (1408) 
  



MS. Oppenheim Add. 4° 188 (1301-1400) 


