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The Jewish Quarter in 
Köln

7. Entrance gate

8. Synagogue: Initially built 1012

8a. Women’s synagogue

9. Mikveh: Built c. 1170

10. Bath house

11. Bakery

12. Guesthouse

13. Celebration house



Immersion for Repentance

Yom Kippur arrives and all of Israel make 
themselves suffer, men, women and children 
and wear white like servant angels and stand 
barefoot like the dead. And the blessed one is 
filled with compassion for them and atones for 
all their sins

Ra’aviya, 1120-1150, Bonn
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Preparation for Yom 
Kippur
And so is the order of Yom HaKipurim: a person 
immerses themselves at seven or eight hours and 
wears clean cloths… and each person brings their 
candle to the synagogue and they pray minkha…
and they go to their homes and eat… and they all 
go to synagogue, from big to small, and light the 
candles

Makhzor Vitri, 12th c. France  
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