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Parsha and Manuscript: Shemini 

Leviticus 9:1-6 – on the eighth day 

Leviticus 9:23-24 – resting of the Divine presence 



Leviticus 10:1-3 – passing of the two sons of Aaron 

Leviticus 10:8-11 – prohibition to drink wine 

Midrash Vayikra Rabba 

Rabbi Ishmael says: [They died because] they had entered the sanctuary after having drunk wine. 

The proof is that after their death, [Scripture] admonished the survivors that they may not enter the 
sanctuary after having drunk wine.  

This is analogous to a king who had a faithful attendant. [When he found him standing at tavern 
entrances, he severed his head in silence and appointed another attendant in his place. We would not 
know why he put the first to death, but for his enjoining the second thus, “You must not enter the 
doorway of taverns,” from which we know that for such a reason he had put the first one to death. Thus 
[it is said], “And fire went forth from before the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the 
Lord.” But we would not know why they [Nadab and Abihu] died, but for His commanding Aaron, 
“Do not drink wine that will lead to intoxication.” We know from this that they died precisely on 
account of the wine. For this reason Scripture showed love to Aaron by directing the divine utterance to 
him alone, thus, “Do not drink wine that will lead to intoxication 

Rashi 

And fire went forth: Rabbi Eliezer says: Aaron’s sons died only because they rendered halachic 
decisions in the presence of Moses, their teacher. Rabbi Ishmael says: [They died because] they had 
entered the sanctuary after having drunk wine. The proof is that after their death, [Scripture] 
admonished the survivors that they may not enter the sanctuary after having drunk wine. This is 
analogous to a king who had a faithful attendant, as recounted in Vayikra Rabbah (12:1). 



Oxford Manuscripts 
 
1 Bodleian Library MS. Oppenheim 34 (1201-1225) – as published edition – ‘This is analogous to a 
king who had a faithful attendant, as recounted in Vayikra Rabbah (12:1).’ 
 

 
 
2. Bodleian Library MS. Oppenheim Add. 4° 188 (1301-1400) – Rashi with whole parable from the 
Midrash. 
 

 
 
3. Bodleian Library MS. Oppenheim 35 (1408) – Rashi with only: ‘This is analogous to a king, as 
recounted in Vayikra Rabbah (12:1)’ – omitting who had a faithful attendant and whole parable. 
 

 


