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her face becomes sallow aft er drinking the bitt er water; she 
painted her eyesB  for her paramour, therefore her eyes bulge 
aft er she drinks; she braided her hair for her paramour, there-
fore a priest unbraids her hair and makes it disheveled; she 
indicated to her paramour with a fi ngerN  that he should come 
to her, therefore her fi ngernails fall off ; she girded herself 
for her paramour with a ribbon as a belt, therefore a priest 
brings an Egyptian rope and ties it for her above her breasts; 
she extended her thigh for her paramour, therefore her thigh 
falls away aft er drinking.

She received her paramour upon her stomach, therefore her 
stomach swells; she fed him delicacies of the world, there-
fore her off ering is animal food, as it is from oats; she gave 
him fi ne wine to drink in fi ne cups, therefore a priest gives 
her bitt er water in an earthenware mekeida,B  a simple clay 
vessel, to drink.

She acted in secret; therefore, God, referred to in the verse 
“Who dwell in secret, with the Most High” (Psalms : ), 
turns His face to her, as it is stated: “Th e eye of the adulterer 
waits for the twilight, saying: No eye shall see me; and the 
Hidden Face will turn” ( Job : ). Th e adulterer acts in the 
twilight of the night to act in secrecy, and therefore God, Who 
is concealed, arranges that the matt er is revealed in public.

Alternatively, she acted in secret, and therefore the Omni-
present revealed it in the open, as it is stated: “Th ough his 
hatred be concealed with deceit, his wickedness shall be 
revealed before the congregation” (Proverbs : ), i.e., 
concealed acts of sin are ultimately revealed in public.

§ Th e Gemara questions the need for two verses to indicate 
that small transgressions are addressed through one signifi cant 
punishment. And since Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi derives that 
small transgressions are combined and punished together 
from: “Behold, this have I found, says Koheleth, adding one 
thing to another, to fi nd out the account” (Ecclesiastes : ), 
why do I need the verse: “For every boot stamped with 
fi erceness” (Isaiah : )? Th e Gemara answers: Th is verse 
serves to teach that even small transgressions are punished 
by the measure, i.e., with a punishment appropriate to the 
transgression.

Th e Gemara asks: And since he derives it from “for every 
boot stamped with fi erceness,” why do I need “in full mea-
sure, when you send her away, you contend with her” (Isaiah 

: )?

Th e Gemara answers: Th is verse serves to teach the statement 
as taught by Rav Ĥinnana bar Pappa, for Rav Ĥinnana bar 
Pappa says: Th e Holy One, Blessed be He, does not punish 
a nationN  deserving of punishment until its time to be ban-
ished, i.e., until the time of its fi nal eradication from the world, 
as it is stated: “In full measure, when you send her away, you 
contend with her” (Isaiah : ).
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ֲחָלה לֹו ֵעיֶניָה, ְלִפיָכְך ֵעיֶניָה  ֶניָה מֹוִריקֹות. ִהיא ּכָ ּפָ
ּכֵֹהן  ְלִפיָכְך  ָעָרּה,  ׂשְ ֶאת  לֹו  ָקְלָעה  ִהיא  ּבֹוְלטֹות. 
ע, ְלִפיָכְך  ֶאְצּבַ ָעָרּה. ִהיא ֶהְרֲאָתה לֹו ּבְ סֹוֵתר ֶאת ׂשְ
ִציְלצּול, ְלִפיָכְך  רֹות. ִהיא ָחְגָרה לֹו ּבְ ִציּפֹוְרֶניָה נֹוׁשְ
יָה.  ּדֶ ר ָלּה ְלַמְעָלה ִמּדַ ְצִרי ְוקֹוׁשֵ ּכֵֹהן ֵמִביא ֶחֶבל ַהּמִ

ָטה לֹו ֶאת ְיֵריָכּה, ְלִפיָכְך ְיֵריָכּה נֹוֶפֶלת. ׁשְ ִהיא ּפָ

ָצָבה.  ְטָנּה  ּבִ ְלִפיָכְך  ֵריָסּה,  ּכְ ַעל  ַלּתֹו  ִקיּבְ ִהיא 
ָנּה  ָקְרּבָ ְלִפיָכְך  עֹוָלם,  י  ַמֲעַדּנֵ ֶהֱאִכיָלתֹו  ִהיא 
כֹוסֹות  ח ּבְ ַקְתהּו ַיִין ְמׁשּוּבָ ֵהָמה. ִהיא ִהׁשְ ַמֲאַכל ּבְ
ִרים  ַהּמָ ַמִים  ָקּה  ַמׁשְ ּכֵֹהן  ְלִפיָכְך  ִחים,  ְמׁשּוּבָ

ל ֶחֶרׂש. ְמֵקיָדה ׁשֶ ּבִ

ּה  ּבָ ם  ׂשָ ֶעְליֹון  ֵסֶתר  ּבְ ב  יֹוׁשֵ ֵסֶתר,  ּבְ ָתה  ָעׂשְ ִהיא 
לֹא  ֵלאמֹר  ף  ֶנׁשֶ ְמָרה  ׁשָ נֵֹאף  ״ְוֵעין  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ִנים,  ּפָ

ְתׁשּוֵרִני ָעִין״ וגו'.

יְרְסָמּה  ּפִ קֹום  ַהּמָ ֵסֶתר,  ּבְ ָתה  ָעׂשְ ִהיא  ַאֵחר:  ָבר  ּדָ
ֶלה  ּגָ ּתִ אֹון  ָ ַמּשׁ ּבְ ְנָאה  ׂשִ ה  ּסֶ ּכַ ״ּתִ ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ָגלּוי,  ּבְ

ָרָעתֹו ְבָקָהל״ (וגו').

ִלְמצֹא  ְלַאַחת  ֵמ״ַאַחת  ֵליּה  ָנְפָקא  ּדְ ּוֵמַאַחר 
ִלי?  ה  ָלּמָ ַרַעׁש״  ּבְ סֵֹאן  ְסאֹון  ָכל  י  ״ּכִ ּבֹון״,  ֶחׁשְ

ה. ִלְכִמּדָ

ַרַעׁש״,  י ָכל ְסאֹון סֵֹאן ּבְ ָנְפָקא ֵליּה ִמ״ּכִ ּוֵמַאַחר ּדְ
ה ִלי? ה״ ָלּמָ ִריֶבּנָ ָחּה ּתְ ּלְ ׁשַ ָאה ּבְ ַסאּסְ ״ּבְ

א:  ּפָ ר ּפַ ָנא ּבַ ָאַמר ַרב ִחיּנָ א, ּדְ ּפָ ר ּפַ ָנא ּבַ ְלִכְדַרב ִחיּנָ
ַעת  ה ַעד ׁשְ רּוְך הּוא ִנְפָרע ִמן ָהאּוּמָ דֹוׁש ּבָ ֵאין ַהּקָ

ָחּה״ וגו'. ּלְ ׁשַ ָאה ּבְ ַסאּסְ ֱאַמר: ״ּבְ ּנֶ יּלּוָחּה, ׁשֶ ׁשִ

 Eye paint – ָחל  This was a black-blue color whose :ּכְ
source is the mineral stibnite, Sb₂S₃. Ground stibnite 
crystals were used by women to color the area around 
their eyes in order to emphasize them and make them 
appear larger. Apparently, it was also used for medici-
nal purposes.

 Mekeida – ְמֵקיָדה: This type of vessel was generally 
made of clay. According to the ge’onim, it is identical 
to a vessel known as a kod, which is made of either 
clay or wood. It was used primarily for drinking, and 
some say that it was made in such a manner that it 
could easily be disassembled into two parts, so that 
each one could be used separately.

BACKGROUND

 She indicated to him with a finger – ֶאְצּבַ ע  Rashi :ִהיא ֶהְרֲאָתה לֹו ּבְ
explains that she indicated with her finger that he should come to 
her. Others interpret this to mean that she painted her fingernails 
to beautify herself for him (Eshel Avraham). Others explain this 
metaphorically, meaning that she selected her paramour, as if she 
pointed to him when he was in a group of men (Tosefta KiFshuta).

 The Holy One, Blessed be He, does not punish a nation, etc. – 
ה רּוְך הּוא ִנְפָרע ִמן ָהאּוּמָ דֹוׁש ּבָ  The Maharal explains that as a :ֵאין ַהּקָ
collective entity, partial punishment cannot be given to a whole 
nation as it is given to an individual. A nation is either deserving of 
existence or not, and therefore its punishment, when it is deserving, 
is extinction.

NOTES
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Is that so? But didn’t Rava say: Why are there specifi cally three 
cups of misfortune that are statedN  with regard to Egypt in the 
dream of its chief butler (see Genesis : – )? Th ey are an 
allusion to three cups of misfortune that would later befall Egypt: 
One that it drank in the days of Moses during the ten plagues 
and the Exodus; one that it drank in the days of Pharaoh Neco, 
the king of Egypt who was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar; and 
one that it will drink in the future with its companions, i.e., 
the other nations, when they are punished during the days of the 
Messiah. Th is indicates that nations can be punished several 
times, not only when they are eradicated.

And if you would say that those ancient Egyptians, have gone, 
and these later Egyptians are diff erent ones, but isn’t it taught 
in a baraita in the Toseft a (Kiddushin : ): Rabbi Yehuda said: 
Minyamin,L  an Egyptian convert, was a friend of mine from 
among the students of Rabbi Akiva, and Minyamin the Egyp-
tian convert said: Aft er I converted I was a fi rst-generation 
Egyptian convert, and so I married another fi rst-generation 
Egyptian convert. I will marry off  my son, who is a second-
generation Egyptian convert, to another second-generation 
Egyptian convert, in order that my son’s son will be permitt ed 
to enter into the congregation. Th e Torah prohibits Egyptian 
converts before the third generation to enter into the congrega-
tion (see Deuteronomy : – ). By Minyamin’s observance of 
this prohibition even during the time of Rabbi Akiva, it indicates 
that Egypt during the tannaitic period was still viewed as biblical 
Egypt.

Rather, if anything was stated with regard to the delay of punish-
ment, it was stated like this: Rav Ĥinnana bar Pappa says: Th e 
Holy One, Blessed be He, does not punish a sinful king until 
his time to be banished, as it is stated: “In full measure, when 
you send her away, you contend with her” (Isaiah : ).

Ameimar teaches that statement of Rav Ĥinnana bar Pappa 
with regard to this: What is the meaning of that which is writ-
ten: “For I the Lord change not; and you, sons of Jacob, are 
not consumed” (Malachi : )? “For I the Lord change [shaniti] 
not” is interpreted to mean: I did not strike a nation and repeat 
[shaniti]N  striking it, as a stricken nation never recovers from the 
initial strike. “And you, sons of Jacob, are not consumed,” is 
interpreted to mean: Despite the fact that I strike you many 
times for your sins, I do not let you perish. Th is is the same as 
that which is writt en: “I will heap evils upon them; I will con-
sume My arrows upon them” (Deuteronomy : ), which is 
interpreted to mean: My arrows are consumed and used up, and 
they, the Jewish people, are not consumed but will continue to 
endure despite the many calamities that will befall them.

Rav Hamnuna says: Th e Holy One, Blessed be He, does not 
punish a person until his se’a, the measure that is suitable for 
him, is fi lled, as it is stated: “In the fullness of his suffi  ciency 
he shall be in straits; the hand of every one that is in misery shall 
come upon him” ( Job : ). In other words, when the suffi  cient 
measure of sin has been reached, then the trouble will overtake 
him.

Having mentioned Rav Ĥinnana bar Pappa, the Gemara quotes 
another of his interpretations. Rav Ĥinnana bar Pappa inter-
preted a verse homiletically: What is the meaning of that which 
is writt en: “Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, praise is 
comely for the upright [nava tehilla]” (Psalms : )? Do not 
read the conclusion of the verse as: Praise is comely [nava]; 
rather, read it as: A house [naveh] of praise. Th is is referring 
to Moses and David, whose enemies did not rule over their 
achievements, as they each built a naveh, a house for the Lord, 
and this house remained in existence.

ה ּכֹוסֹות ָהֲאמּורֹות  לֹׁשָ ִאיִני? ְוָהָאַמר ָרָבא: ׁשְ
ה,  מֹׁשֶ יֵמי  ּבִ ַתת  ָ ּשׁ ׁשֶ ַאַחת  ה?  ָלּמָ ִמְצַרִים  ּבְ
ְוַאַחת  ְנכֹה,  ְרעֹה  ּפַ יֵמי  ּבִ ַתת  ָ ּשׁ ׁשֶ ְוַאַחת 

ּתֹות ִעם ַחְברֹוֶתיָה! ֲעִתיָדה ִלׁשְ ׁשֶ

ִניְנהּו,  ַאֲחִריֵני  ְוָהֵני  ֲאַזדּו  ָהָנְך  יָמא,  ּתֵ ְוִכי 
ְצִרי  ַהּמִ ר  ּגֵ ִמְנָיִמין  ְיהּוָדה:  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר  ְוָהַתְנָיא, 
ָאַמר  ֲעִקיָבא.  י  ַרּבִ ְלִמיֵדי  ִמּתַ ָחֵבר  ִלי  ָהָיה 
אִתי  ְוָנׂשָ ִראׁשֹון  ִמְצִרי  ֲאִני  ְצִרי:  ַהּמִ ר  ּגֵ ִמְנָיִמין 
ִנָּיה  ׁשְ ִמְצִרית  ִלְבִני  יא  ַאּשִׂ ִראׁשֹוָנה.  ִמְצִרית 

ָהל! ּקָ ר ָלבֹא ּבַ ִני מּוּתָ ן ּבְ ְּיֵהא ּבֶ ֵדי ׁשֶ ּכְ

ָנא  ַמר, ָאַמר ַרב ִחיּנָ ַמר ָהִכי ִאיּתְ א ִאי ִאיּתְ ֶאּלָ
ִמן  ִנְפָרע  הּוא  רּוְך  ּבָ דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ ֵאין  א:  ּפָ ּפַ ר  ּבַ
ָאה  ַסאּסְ ֱאַמר: ״ּבְ ּנֶ יּלּוחֹו, ׁשֶ ַעת ׁשִ ֶלְך ַעד ׁשְ ַהּמֶ

ה״ וגו'. ִריֶבּנָ ָחּה ּתְ ּלְ ׁשַ ּבְ

א  ּפָ ּפַ ר  ּבַ ָנא  ִחיּנָ ַרב  ּדְ ְלָהא  ַמְתֵני  ַאֵמיָמר 
ִניִתי  ׁשָ לֹא  ה'  ֲאִני  י  ״ּכִ ְכִתיב:  ּדִ ַמאי   – ַאָהא 
לֹא  ה'  ״ֲאִני  ְכִליֶתם״?  לֹא  ַיֲעקֹב  ֵני  ּבְ ם  ְוַאּתֶ
ָלּה,  ִניִתי  ְוׁשָ ה  ְלאּוּמָ יִתי  ִהּכֵ לֹא   – ִניִתי״  ׁשָ
ְכִתיב:  ֵני ַיֲעקֹב לֹא ְכִליֶתם״ – ַהְיינּו ּדִ ם ּבְ ״ְוַאּתֶ

ִלין. ִלין ְוֵהן ֵאיָנן ּכָ י ּכָ ם״, ִחּצַ ה ּבָ י ֲאַכּלֶ ״ִחּצַ

רּוְך הּוא ִנְפָרע  דֹוׁש ּבָ ָאַמר ַרב ַהְמנּוָנא: ֵאין ַהּקָ
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ְסָאתֹו,  א  ְתַמּלֵ ּתִ ׁשֶ ַעד  ָהָאָדם  ִמן 

ְפקֹו ֵיֶצר לֹו״ וגו'. ְמלֹאות ׂשִ ״ּבִ

נּו  ״ַרּנְ ְכִתיב:  ּדִ ַמאי  א,  ּפָ ּפַ ר  ּבַ ָנא  ִחיּנָ ַרב  ַרׁש  ּדָ
ְקֵרי  ה״? ַאל ּתִ ִרים ָנאָוה ְתִהּלָ ה' ַלְיׁשָ יִקים ּבַ ַצּדִ
ה  מֹׁשֶ ֶזה  ה״,  ְתִהּלָ ״ָנֵוה  א  ֶאּלָ ה״  ְתִהּלָ ״ָנאָוה 

יֶהם. ַמֲעׂשֵ ְלטּו ׂשֹוְנֵאיֶהם ּבְ ּלֹא ׁשָ ְוָדִוד ׁשֶ

 Three cups that are stated, etc. – ה ּכֹוסֹות ָהֲאמּורֹות לֹׁשָ  ׁשְ
 Although the vision of these three cups appeared :וכו׳
in the private dream of Pharaoh’s chief butler, it also 
served as an indication of positive developments for 
the Jewish people while alluding to the punishment 
of Egypt.

In truth, Pharaoh’s cup is mentioned four times in 
that passage of the Torah, corresponding to the four 
cups that are drunk at the Passover seder. However, 
only three are counted here, as only three cups are 
mentioned in the dream itself, while the fourth appears 
in Joseph’s interpretation of the dream (Maharsha).

 I did not strike a nation and repeat, etc. – יִתי ִהּכֵ  לֹא 
וכו׳ ִניִתי  ְוׁשָ ה   Tosafot ask: Doesn’t this statement :ְלאּוּמָ
contradict the Torah’s description of the plagues in 
Egypt, as the Egyptians were struck more than once? 
The Maharsha explains that the intention of the 
Gemara’s statement is that God does not strike an entire 
nation with identical punishments, and the ten plagues 
in Egypt were each of a different nature. By contrast, the 
same punishment is meted out to the Jewish people 
repeatedly, yet they are not destroyed.

NOTES

 Minyamin – ִמְנָיִמין: Although the name Minyamin is 
already mentioned as a name in the Bible (II Chroni-
cles 31:15), it would appear by comparison with other 
sources that the name Minyamin that appears here, 
and similarly the amoraic name Minyumi, is actually a 
variation in pronunciation of the name Binyamin. This 
change in pronunciation is related to the interchange-
ability of the letters mem and bet, both bilabials, which 
appears in other contexts as well.

LANGUAGE
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With regard to David,N  the citadel that housed his home and city, 
was not destroyed, as it is writt en: “Her gates are sunk into 
the ground” (Lamentations : ), as the gates of Jerusalem built 
by David were not destroyed by enemies, but sunk into the 
ground and were buried there. Th is is also so with regard to 
Moses, as the Master said: When the fi rst Temple was built, 
the Tent of Meeting was sequestered, including its boards, its 
clasps, and its bars, and its pillars, and its sockets. Th e Gemara 
asks: Where is it sequestered? Rav Ĥisda says that Avimi says: 
Beneath the tunnels of the Sanctuary.B 

§ Th e Sages taught in a baraita in the Toseft a ( : – ): Th e sota 
placed her eyes, fi xed her gaze, on one who is unfi t for her, i.e., 
another man, so this is her punishment: Th at which she desired, 
i.e., to be with her paramour, is not given to her, as she becomes 
forbidden to him forever. And that which she had, i.e., her hus-
band, was taken away from her, as she is now forbidden to him 
as well. Th is teaches that anyone who places his eyes on that 
which is not his is not given what he desires, and that which 
he had is taken from him. 

And, so too, we found with regard to the primeval snakeN  who 
seduced Eve, for he placed his eyes on that which was unfi t 
for him, as he wanted to marry Eve. Consequently, that which 
he desired was not given to him, and that which was in his 
possession was taken from him. Th e Holy One, Blessed be 
He, said: I initially said that the snake will be king over every 
domesticated animal and non-domesticated animal, but now 
he is cursed more than all the domesticated animals and all 
the non-domesticated animals of the fi eld, as it is stated: “And 
the Lord God said unto the serpent: Because you have done this, 
you are cursed from among all catt le, and from among all beasts 
of the fi eld; upon your belly shall you go, and dust shall you eat 
all the days of your life” (Genesis : ).

Th e baraita explains the elements of this curse. I said that 
the snake will walk upright, but now he shall go on his belly; 
I said that his food will be the same as the food eaten by a 
person, but now he shall eat dust. Th e snake said: I will kill 
AdamN  and marry Eve, but now: “I will put enmity between 
you and the woman and between your seed and her seed” 
(Genesis : ).

Th e baraita continues: And so we found with regard to Cain,N  
who desired to inherit the whole world alone (see Genesis ); 
and Korah, who desired the priesthood (see Numbers ); 
and Balaam, who desired Balak’s money (see Numbers ); and 
Doeg, who was jealous of David (see  Samuel – ); and 
Ahithophel, who was also jealous of David (see  Samuel ); 
and Gehazi, who took Naaman’s money (see  Kings ); and 
Absalom,N  who wanted the kingdom (see  Samuel ); and 
Adonijah, who also wanted the kingdom (see   Kings ); 
and Uzziah, who wanted to be the High Priest (see  Chronicles 

); and Haman, who wanted to kill all the Jews (see Esther : ). 
All of these were people who placed their eyes on that which is 
unfi t for them, and consequently what they desired was not 
given to them, and what they had was taken from them.

ָעֶריָה״.  ְשׁ ָבָאֶרץ  ״ָטְבעּו  ְכִתיב:  ּדִ  – ִוד  ּדָ
ׁש  ִמְקּדָ ְבָנה  ּנִ ֶ ִמּשׁ ָמר:  ָאַמר  ּדְ  – ה  מֹׁשֶ
ְקָרָסיו  יו,  ְקָרׁשָ מֹוֵעד,  אֶֹהל  ִנְגַנז  ִראׁשֹון, 
ָאַמר  ֵהיָכא?  ַוֲאָדָניו.  ְוַעּמּוָדיו  ּוְבִריָחיו 
ְמִחיּלֹות  ַחת  ּתַ ֲאִביִמי:  ָאַמר  א  ִחְסּדָ ַרב 

ל ֵהיָכל. ׁשֶ

ֵאינֹו  ִמי ׁשֶ ַנן: סֹוָטה ָנְתָנה ֵעיֶניָה ּבְ נּו ַרּבָ ּתָ
ָלּה,  ן  ִניּתַ לֹא  ה  ָשׁ יּקְ ּבִ ֶ ּשׁ ַמה  ָלּה,  ָראּוי 
ל ַהּנֹוֵתן  ּכָ ה. ׁשֶ ּנָ ָיָדּה ְנָטלּוהּו ִמּמֶ ּבְ ֶ ּוַמה ׁשּ
ׁש ֵאין  ַבּקֵ ּמְ ֶ ּלֹו, ַמה ּשׁ ֵאינֹו ׁשֶ ֶ ַמה ּשׁ ֵעיָניו ּבְ

ָידֹו נֹוְטִלין ֵהיֶמּנּו. ּבְ ֶ נֹוְתִנין לֹו, ּוַמה ּשׁ
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ֵעיָניו  ַתן  ּנָ ׁשֶ ְדמֹוִני,  ַהּקַ ָנָחׁש  ּבְ ָמִצינּו  ְוֵכן 
לֹא  ׁש  יּקֵ ּבִ ֶ ּשׁ ַמה  לֹו,  ָראּוי  ֵאינֹו  ֶ ּשׁ ַמה  ּבְ
ּנּו. ָאַמר  ָידֹו ְנָטלּוהּו ִמּמֶ ּבְ ֶ ָנְתנּו לֹו, ּוַמה ּשׁ
י ְיֵהא ֶמֶלְך  רּוְך הּוא: ֲאִני ָאַמְרּתִ דֹוׁש ּבָ ַהּקָ
יו ָארּור הּוא  ֵהָמה ְוַחָּיה, ְוַעְכׁשָ ל ּבְ ַעל ּכָ

ֶדה. ל ַחַּית ַהּשָׂ ֵהָמה ּוִמּכָ ל ַהּבְ ִמּכָ

יו  קֹוָמה ְזקּוָפה, ַעְכׁשָ ְך ּבְ י ְיַהּלֵ ֲאִני ָאַמְרּתִ
ַמֲאָכלֹו  ְיֵהא  י  ָאַמְרּתִ ֲאִני  ֵיֵלְך.  חֹונֹו  ּגְ ַעל 
הּוא  יֹאַכל.  ָעָפר  יו  ַעְכׁשָ ָאָדם,  ַמֲאַכל 
ה,  א ֶאת ַחּוָ ָאַמר ֶאֱהרֹוג ֶאת ָאָדם ְוֶאּשָׂ
ה  ָ ָהִאּשׁ ּוֵבין  יְנָך  ּבֵ ית  ָאׁשִ ֵאיָבה  יו  ַעְכׁשָ

ּוֵבין ַזְרֲעָך ּוֵבין ַזְרָעּה.

ְודֹוֵאג,  ּוִבְלָעם,  ְוקַֹרח,  ַקִין,  ּבְ ָמִצינּו  ְוֵכן 
לֹום, ַוֲאדֹוִנָּיהּו,  ַוֲאִחיתֹוֶפל, ְוֵגֲחִזי, ְוַאְבׁשָ
ַמה  ּבְ ֵעיֵניֶהם  ְתנּו  ּנָ ׁשֶ ְוָהָמן,  ְועּוִּזָּיהּו, 
ן  ׁשּו לֹא ִניּתַ יּקְ ּבִ ֶ ֵאינֹו ָראּוי ָלֶהם, ַמה ּשׁ ֶ ּשׁ

ָיָדם ְנָטלּוהּו ֵמֶהם. ּבְ ֶ ָלֶהם, ּוַמה ּשׁ

 David – ִוד  The Gemara applies this interpretation to David :ּדָ
before it applies it to Moses, although Moses preceded David 
chronologically. This is because the Gemara cites a verse in 
David’s context, whereas the application to Moses is known 
only through tradition (Iyyun Ya’akov).

NOTES

 The tunnels of the Sanctuary – ל ַהֵהיָכל  There are :ְמִחיּלֹות ׁשֶ
many tunnels, caves, and hidden rooms under the Temple 
Mount. A number of these tunnels were used during the Sec-
ond Temple period, such as one that was used as a passage 
down from the Temple courtyard for the priests to immerse 
and be purified in the waters of the Siloam pool. There were 
also many hidden doors around the Temple Mount that 
were unknown to the general public. The tunnels under the 
Sanctuary were even less known, since there were generally 
fewer people in the Sanctuary than elsewhere in the Temple. 
The location of the tunnels in which the Tabernacle and its 
vessels were hidden was not known even during the Temple 
period. There was a tradition that an opening in the Chamber 
of the Wood led to these tunnels.

BACKGROUND

 And so too we found with regard to the primeval snake – 
ְדמֹוִני ָנָחׁש ַהּקַ  The episode involving Adam, Eve, and :ְוֵכן ָמִצינּו ּבְ
the primeval snake is one of the more mysterious in the Bible, 
and much of what is taught concerning this is found in the 
esoterica. Apparently, this snake was a representation of the 
forces of evil and served to cause Adam and Eve to sin and 
to introduce evil into humanity. This may be the meaning of 
the passage in tractate Shabbat (146a) that teaches that the 
snake engaged in sexual intercourse with Eve and infected 
her with moral contamination. As punishment, all of the 
characteristics of the snake that had been similar to humans, 
by which the snake was elevated above all the other animals, 
were taken away from it (see Otzar HaKavod).

 I will kill Adam, etc. – וכו׳ ָאָדם  ֶאת   Many question :ֶאֱהרֹוג 
why the snake thought that only Adam would die, as both 
Adam and Eve ate from the Tree of Knowledge and would 
therefore be deserving of punishment. One explanation is 
that since the initial instruction from God was stated directly 
to Adam, the snake thought that only he would be punished 
by death for eating from the tree, not Eve (Iyyun Ya’akov; 
see Maharsha).

 Cain – ַקִין: Rashi and Tosefot HaRash explain, based upon a 
midrash, that a twin sister was born together with Cain, and 
two sisters were born with Abel. Cain desired to marry the 
additional woman, and therefore he killed Abel to prevent 
Abel form marrying her. Others explain that the verses indi-
cate that Cain was a farmer and Abel was a shepherd, and 
Cain desired Abel’s portion of the pasture land. Another 
possibility is that Cain wanted the whole world for himself 
and his progeny, but in the end they were all wiped out in 
the flood (Maharsha).

 And Gehazi and Absalom – לֹום -Although chron :ְוֵגֲחִזי ְוַאְבׁשָ
ologically Gehazi should be mentioned after Adonijah, the 
reason why Gehazi is listed immediately following Balaam, 
Doeg, and Ahithophel is that they are all included among 
the individuals listed in tractate Sanhedrin (107b) who have 
no share in the World-to-Come (Ben Yehoyada).

NOTES
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§ Th e mishna teaches: She began her transgression with her thighN  and 
aft erward with her stomach, therefore the thigh is smitt en fi rst and then 
the stomach. Th e Gemara asks: From where are these matt ers derived, 
i.e., that this is the order of her punishment? If we say it is because it is 
writt en in the verse detailing the priest’s curse: “Th en the priest shall cause 
the woman to swear with the oath of cursing, and the priest shall say unto 
the woman: Th e Lord make you a curse and an oath among your people, 
when the Lord does make your thigh to fall away, and your belly to 
swell” (Numbers : ), which indicates the sequence of her punishment; 
but isn’t the opposite writt en in the verse describing what actually occurs 
to a guilty sota: “And her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall fall away” 
(Numbers : ), indicating that the punishment begins with her stomach 
and then her thigh?

Abaye said in explanation: When the priest curses the woman, he fi rst 
curses the thigh and then he curses the stomach, but when the bitt er 
water evaluates her, it evaluates her along its wayH  through the body. Th e 
water fi rst enters the stomach and then reaches the thigh. Th e Gemara 
asks: But in the verse detailing the curse it is also writt en: “And this water 
that causes the curse shall go into your bowels, and will cause your belly 
to swell, and your thigh to fall away” (Numbers : ). Th e Gemara 
answers: Th at verse teaches that the priest notifi es her that the stomach 
will be aff ected fi rst and then the thigh, so that one not cast aspersions 
on the bitt er water.

mishna Th e mishna provides additional examples of people 
who were treated by Heaven commensurate with 

their actions. Samson followed his eyes,N  therefore he was punished 
measure for measure, as the Philistines gouged out his eyes, as it is 
stated: “And the Philistines laid hold on him, and put out his eyes” 
( Judges : ).

Absalom was excessively proud of his hair, and therefore he was hanged 
by his hair. And furthermore, because he engaged in sexual intercourse 
with ten of his father’s concubines (see  Samuel :  and : ), there-
fore ten spears [loneviyyot]L  were put, i.e., thrust, into him, as it is stated: 

“And ten young men that bore Joab’s armor compassed about and smote 
Absalom, and slew him” (  Samuel : ). And because he stole three 
times, committ ing three theft s of people’s hearts: Th e heart of his father, 
as he tricked him by saying that he was going to sacrifi ce off erings; the 
heart of the court, as he tricked them into following him; and the heart 
of the Jewish people, as it is stated: “So Absalom stole the hearts of the 
men of Israel” (  Samuel : ), therefore three spears were embedded 
into his heart, as it is stated: “Th en said Joab: I may not tarry like this with 
you. And he took three spears in his hand, and thrust them through the 
heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive” (  Samuel : ).

Th e mishna continues: And the same is so with regard to the reward of 
good deeds; a person is rewarded measure for measure. Miriam waited 
for the baby Moses for one hour at the shore of the Nile, as it is stated: 

“And his sister stood afar off , to know what would be done to him” 
(Exodus : ). Th erefore the Jewish people delayed their travels in the 
desert for seven days to wait for her when she was smitt en with leprosy, 
as it is stated: “And Miriam was confi ned outside of the camp seven 
days; and the people journeyed not until Miriam was brought in again” 
(Numbers : ).

Joseph merited to bury his father, resulting in a display of great honor to 
his father, and there was none among his brothers greater than he in 
importance, for he was viceroy of Egypt, as it is stated: “And Joseph went 
up to bury his father; and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, 
the Elders of his house, and all the Elders of the land of Egypt, and all 
the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father’s house; only their 
litt le ones, and their fl ocks, and their herds, they left  in the land of Goshen. 
And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen; and it was a 
very great company” (Genesis : – ). Who, to us, had a greater burial 
than Joseph, as it was none other than Moses who involved himself in 
transporting his coffi  n.

ֲעֵביָרה״ וכו׳. ְמָנא ָהֵני  ָיֵרְך ִהְתִחיָלה ּבַ ״ּבְ
ֵתת  ״ּבְ ְכִתיב:  ּדִ ּום  ִמּשׁ ִאיֵליָמא  י?  ִמיּלֵ
ְטֵנְך ָצָבה״?  ה' ֶאת ְיֵרֵכְך נֹוֶפֶלת ְוֶאת ּבִ

ְוָהְכִתיב: ״ְוָצְבָתה ִבְטָנּה ְוָנְפָלה ְיֵרָכּה״!

ה ָיֵרְך  ִחיּלָ י ָלֵייט – ָלֵייט ּתְ ֵיי: ּכִ ֲאַמר ַאּבַ
י  ּכִ  – ְדִקי  ּבָ י  ּכִ ּוַמָּיא  ָלֵייט,  ֶטן  ּבֶ ַוֲהַדר 
ַוֲהַדר  א  ֵריׁשָ ּבְ ֶטן  ּבֶ ְדִקי,  ּבָ אֹוְרַחְייהּו 
ֶטן  ּבֶ ״ַלְצּבֹות  ִתיב:  ּכְ ַנִמי  ְקָלָלה  ּבִ ָיֵרְך. 
ֶבֶטן  מֹוַדע ָלּה ּכֵֹהן ּדְ ל ָיֵרְך״! ַההּוא ּדְ ְוַלְנּפִ
ַלַעז  ְלהֹוִציא  ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ָיֵרְך,  ַוֲהַדר  א  ֵריׁשָ ּבְ

ִרים. ַעל ַמִים ַהּמָ

ְמׁשֹון ָהַלְך ַאַחר ֵעיָניו, ְלִפיָכְך  מתני׳ ׁשִ
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ֵעיָניו,  ֶאת  ים  ּתִ ִלׁשְ ּפְ רּו  ִנּקְ

רּו ֶאת ֵעיָניו״. ים ַוְיַנּקְ ּתִ ״ַוּיֹאֲחזּוהּו ְפִלׁשְ

ָערֹו, ְלִפיָכְך ִנְתָלה  ׂשְ ָאה ּבִ לֹום ִנְתּגָ ַאְבׁשָ
י  ַלְגׁשֵ ּפִ ר  ֶעׂשֶ ַעל  א  ּבָ ׁשֶ ּוְלִפי  ָערֹו.  ׂשְ ּבִ
לֹוְנִבּיֹות,  ר  ֶעׂשֶ ּבֹו  נּו  ִנּתְ ְלִפיָכְך  ָאִביו, 
ֵאי  נֹוׂשְ ים  ֲאָנׁשִ ָרה  ֲעׂשָ ״ַוָּיסֹּבּו  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ
ֵנבֹות,  ּגְ ה  לֹׁשָ ׁשְ ַנב  ּגָ ׁשֶ ּוְלִפי  יֹוָאב״.  ֵלי  ּכְ
ָרֵאל,  ִיׂשְ ְוֵלב  ין  ּדִ ית  ּבֵ ְוֵלב  ָאִביו  ֵלב 
י  לֹום ֶאת ֵלב ַאְנׁשֵ ב ַאְבׁשָ ֱאַמר: ״ַוְיַגּנֵ ּנֶ ׁשֶ
ה  לֹׁשָ ׁשְ ּבֹו  ִנְתְקעּו  ְלִפיָכְך  ָרֵאל״,  ִיׂשְ
ָבִטים  ה ׁשְ לֹׁשָ ח ׁשְ ֱאַמר: ״ַוִּיּקַ ּנֶ ָבִטים, ׁשֶ ׁשְ

לֹום״. ֵלב ַאְבׁשָ ַכּפֹו ַוִּיְתָקֵעם ּבְ ּבְ

ה  יָנה ְלמֹׁשֶ ְוֵכן ְלִעְנַין ַהּטֹוָבה. ִמְרָים ִהְמּתִ
ֲאחֹותֹו  ב  ַתּצַ ״ַוּתֵ ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ַאַחת,  ָעה  ׁשָ
ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ ָלּה  בּו  ִנְתַעּכְ ְלִפיָכְך  ֵמָרחֹוק״, 
ֱאַמר: ״ְוָהָעם לֹא ָנַסע  ּנֶ ְבָעה ָיִמים, ׁשֶ ׁשִ

ַעד ֵהָאֵסף ִמְרָים״.

ֶאָחיו  יֹוֵסף ָזָכה ִלְקּבֹור ֶאת ָאִביו ְוֵאין ּבְ
ִלְקּבֹר  יֹוֵסף  ״ַוַּיַעל  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ּנּו,  ִמּמֶ דֹול  ּגָ
ם  ּגַ ֶרֶכב  ם  ּגַ ִעּמֹו  ָאִביו…ַוַּיֲעלּו  ֶאת 
ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ִמּיֹוֵסף  דֹול  ּגָ ָלנּו  ִמי  ים״.  ָרׁשִ ּפָ

ה. א מֹׁשֶ ק ּבֹו ֶאּלָ ִנְתַעּסֵ

 Thigh, etc. – וכו׳  ,In the Jerusalem Talmud :ָיֵרְך 
there are other solutions presented to resolve 
this contradiction. One explanation found there 
is that the punishment of the woman drinking 
the bitter water begins in the stomach, while the 
punishment of her paramour begins in his thigh 
(Ĥeshek Shlomo).

 Samson followed his eyes – ְמׁשֹון ָהַלְך ַאַחר ֵעיָניו  :ׁשִ
The Riaf explains that Samson’s act of transgres-
sion was sexual intercourse. However, since these 
unions were part of God’s plan for the Jewish 
people at the time, it was not the act of inter-
course per se that was problematic. Rather, the 
problem was that Samson acted out of his desire 
to follow his eyes rather than to execute the plan 
of Heaven. He was punished accordingly, not 
as one who transgresses with regard to sexual 
intercourse but as one who sinned with his eyes.

NOTES

 When the bitter water evaluates her it evalu-
ates her along its way – י אֹוְרַחְייהּו ְדִקי ּכִ י ּבָ  ַמָּיא ּכִ
ְדִקי  If the sota was guilty of adultery, her face :ּבָ
immediately turned sallow and her eyes bulged 
out, then her stomach distended, and finally her 
thighs fell away, until ultimately she died (Ram-
bam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 3:16).

HALAKHA

 Spears [loneviyyot] – לֹוְנִבּיֹות: This word appears 
in other versions of the text as lonekiyyot, which 
appears to be the proper text. The source of the 
word is the Greek λόγχη, lonkhē, meaning a 
lance or javelin.

LANGUAGE
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Moses merited to be the only person involved in the transpor-
tation of Joseph’s bones to be buried in Eretz Yisrael, and there 
was none among the Jewish people greater than he, as it is 
stated: “And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him” (Exodus 

: ). Who had a greater burial than Moses, as no one involved 
himself in his burial other than the Omnipresent Himself, as it 
is stated: “And He buried him in the valley in the land of Moab 
over against Beth Peor; and no man knows of his sepulcher unto 
this day” (Deuteronomy : ). Th e mishna comments: Not only 
with regard to Moses did the Sages say that God takes part in his 
burial, but also with regard to all the righteous individuals, as it 
is stated: “Your righteousness shall go before you and the glory 
of the Lord shall gather you in” (Isaiah : ).

gemara Th e Sages taught (Toseft a : ): Samson 
rebelled with his eyes, as it is stated: 

“Th en his father and his mother said to him: Is there never a woman 
among the daughters of your brethren, or among all my people, 
that you go out to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? 
And Samson said to his father: Get her for me; for she is pleas-
ant in my eyes” ( Judges : ). Th erefore, the Philistines gouged 
out his eyes, as it is stated: “And the Philistines laid hold on him, 
and put out his eyes” ( Judges : ).

Th e Gemara asks: Is that so? But isn’t it writt en: “But his father 
and his mother knew not that it was from the Lord; as he sought 
a subterfuge against the Philistines” ( Judges : ), indicating that 
Samson’s searching for a Philistine wife was due to a Divine mis-
sion? Th e Gemara answers: Although God did plan the punish-
ment of the Philistines, in any event when he went, he followed 
his inclination and did not act for the sake of Heaven.

It is taught in a baraita in the Toseft a ( : ): Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi 
says: His initial wrongdoing was in Gaza, and therefore he was 
smitt en in Gaza. Th e Gemara explains: His initial wrongdoing 
was in Gaza, as it is writt en: “And Samson went to Gaza, and 
saw there a harlot, and went in unto her” ( Judges : ). Th erefore, 
he was smitt en in Gaza, as it is writt en: “And the Philistines laid 
hold on him, and put out his eyes; and they brought him down 
to Gaza, and bound him with fett ers of brass; and he did grind in 
the prison-house” ( Judges : ).

Th e Gemara asks: But isn’t it writt en earlier: “And Samson went 
down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters 
of the Philistines” ( Judges : ), indicating that his initial wrong-
doing was in Timnah? Th e Gemara answers: In any event, his 
initial wrongdoingN  was in Gaza, for at least he had married the 
woman in Timnah; in Gaza, Samson never wed the woman but 
only engaged in sexual intercourse with her.

Th e Gemara continues its discussion of Samson. Th e verse states: 
“And it came to pass aft erward, that he loved a woman in the 
valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah” ( Judges : ). It is 
taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: Even if she 
had not been called by the name Delilah,   it would have been 
fi tt ing that she be called Delilah, for she weakened [dildela] his 
strength, she weakened his heart, and she weakened his deeds, 
thereby decreasing his merits.

ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ ַעְצמֹות יֹוֵסף ְוֵאין ּבְ ה ָזָכה ּבְ מֹׁשֶ
ֶאת  ה  מֹׁשֶ ח  ״ַוִּיּקַ ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ּנּו,  ִמּמֶ דֹול  ּגָ
ה  ִמּמֹׁשֶ דֹול  ּגָ ִמי  ִעּמֹו״.  יֹוֵסף  ַעְצמֹות 
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ קֹום, ׁשֶ א ַהּמָ ק ּבֹו ֶאּלָ ּלֹא ִנְתַעּסֵ ׁשֶ
ְלַבד  ה ּבִ י״. לֹא ַעל מֹׁשֶ ״ַוִּיְקּבֹר אֹותֹו ַבּגַ
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ יִקים, ׁשֶ ּדִ ל ַהּצַ א ַעל ּכָ ָאְמרּו, ֶאּלָ

בֹוד ה' ַיַאְסֶפָך״. ״ְוָהַלְך ְלָפֶניָך ִצְדֶקָך ּכְ

ָמַרד,  ֵעיָניו  ּבְ ְמׁשֹון  ׁשִ ַנן:  ַרּבָ נּו  ּתָ גמ׳ 
ְמׁשֹון ֶאל ָאִביו אֹוָתּה  ֱאַמר: ״ַוּיֹאֶמר ׁשִ ּנֶ ׁשֶ
רּו  ָרה ְבֵעיָני״, ְלִפיָכְך ִנּקְ י ִהיא ָיׁשְ ַקח ִלי ּכִ
ֱאַמר: ״ַוּיֹאֲחזּוהּו  ּנֶ ים ֶאת ֵעיָניו, ׁשֶ ּתִ ְפִלׁשְ

רּו ֶאת ֵעיָניו״. ים ַוְיַנּקְ ּתִ ְפִלׁשְ

י  ִאיִני? ְוָהְכִתיב: ״ְוָאִביו ְוִאּמֹו לֹא ָיְדעּו ּכִ
רּוֵתיּה  ַתר ַיׁשְ י ֲאַזל ִמיָהא ּבָ ֵמה' ִהיא״! ּכִ

ֲאַזל.

ַעָּזה,  ת ִקְלקּולֹו ּבְ ִחיּלַ י אֹוֵמר: ּתְ ְנָיא, ַרּבִ ּתַ
ִקְלקּולֹו  ת  ִחיּלַ ּתְ ַעָּזה.  ּבְ ָלָקה  ְלִפיָכְך 
ְמׁשֹון ַעָּזָתה ַוַּיְרא  ְכִתיב: ״ַוֵּיֶלְך ׁשִ ַעָּזה, ּדִ ּבְ
ַעָּזה,  ה זֹוָנה״ וגו', ְלִפיָכְך ָלָקה ּבְ ָ ם ִאּשׁ ׁשָ

ְכִתיב: ״ַוּיֹוִרידּו אֹותֹו ַעָּזָתה״. ּדִ

ת  ִחּלַ ְמָנָתה״! ּתְ ְמׁשֹון ּתִ ְוָהְכִתיב: ״ַוֵּיֶרד ׁשִ
ַעָּזה ָהָיה. ִקְלקּולֹו ִמיָהא ּבְ

ַנַחל  ּבְ ה  ָ ִאּשׁ ַוֶּיֱאַהב  ֵכן  ַאֲחֵרי  ״ַוְיִהי 
אֹוֵמר:  י  ַרּבִ ְנָיא,  ּתַ ִליָלה״.  ּדְ ָמּה  ּוׁשְ ׂשֵֹרק 
ִליָלה, ְראּוָיה  ָמּה ּדְ ִאיְלָמֵלא לֹא ִנְקָרא ׁשְ
ֶאת  ָלה  יְלּדְ ּדִ  – ִליָלה  ּדְ ֵרא  ּקָ ּתִ ׁשֶ ָהְיָתה 
ֶאת  ָלה  יְלּדְ ּדִ ִלּבֹו,  ֶאת  ָלה  יְלּדְ ּדִ ּכֹחֹו, 

יו. ַמֲעׂשָ

 His initial wrongdoing – ת ִקְלקּולֹו ִחיּלַ -It is difficult to under :ּתְ
stand why Samson’s engaging in sexual intercourse with a 
prostitute is viewed as more incriminating than his marrying 
the Philistine woman from Timnah, as the verse explicitly states: 

“Neither shall you make marriages with them” (Deuteronomy 

7:3). The Maharsha answers that Samson presumably had the 
woman whom he married convert, and therefore did not violate 
this transgression. The Rambam also explains that Samson con-
verted all the women he wed (see Mishne Torah Sefer Kedusha, 
Hilkhot Issurei Bia 3:14–16).

NOTES



sota . Perek I . 9b 55 . פרק א׳ דף ט:   

Th e Gemara explains: She weakened his strength, as it is writ-
ten: “And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for 
a man and had the seven locks of his head shaved off ; and she 
began to affl  ict him, and his strength went from him” ( Judges 

: ). She weakened his heart, as it is writt en: “And when 
Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called 
for the lords of the Philistines, saying: Come up this once, for he 
has told me all his heart” ( Judges : ). She weakened his deeds, 
thereby decreasing his merits, as the Divine Presence left  him, 
as it is writt en: “And she said: Th e Philistines are upon you, 
Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said: I will go out as 
at other times, and shake myself. But he knew not that the Lord 
was departed from him” ( Judges : ).

Th e verse states: “And when Delilah saw that he had told her 
all his heart” ( Judges : ). Th e Gemara asks: From where 
did she know that this time he had told her the truth about the 
source of his strength, as he had lied about it previously? Rabbi 
Ĥanin says that Rav says: Words of truth are recognizable,N  
and she felt that this time he was telling the truth. Abaye says 
diff erently: She knew about Samson being a righteous indi-
vidual, that he would not express the name of Heaven in vain. 
Once he said: “And he told her all his heart, and said to her: 
Th ere has not come a razor upon my head; for I have been a 
nazirite unto God from my mother’s womb” ( Judges : ), she 
said: Now he is certainly saying the truth.

Th e verse states: “And it came to pass, when she pressed him 
daily with her words, and urged him, that his soul was vexed 
unto death” ( Judges : ). Th e Gemara asks: What is the mean-
ing of “and urged him”? How did she do so? Rabbi Yitzĥak of 
the school of Rabbi Ami says: At the moment immediately 
before his completion of the act of intercourse, she slipped 
away from beneath him. By doing this, she urged him to reveal 
his secret.

When the angel spoke to Samson’s mother, he said: “Now there-
fore beware, I pray of you, and drink no wine nor strong drink, 
and eat not any unclean thing” ( Judges : ). Th e Gemara asks, 
what is the meaning of “any unclean thing”? Th at term usually 
means non-kosher foods, but obviously she would not eat them 
anyway. And what’s more, until now was she eating unclean 
things, that she should have to be warned not to continue doing 
so? Rabbi Yitzĥak of the school of Rabbi Ami says: Th e angel 
was not referring to foods that are actually unclean, but rather 
items that are forbidden to a nazirite.

Aft er Samson smote one thousand Philistines with the jawbone 
of a donkey, he called the place Lehi, and God miraculously 
granted him to drink, as he was dying of thirst. Th e verse states: 

“But God cleaved the hollow place that is in Lehi, and out of 
there came water; and when he had drunk, his spirit came back, 
and he revived” ( Judges : ).   Rabbi Yitzĥak of the school of 
Rabbi Ami says: He desired something unclean, as he was 
driven by lust to Philistine women. Th erefore, the saving of his 
life was dependent on something unclean, the jawbone of a 
donkey.

Th e verse states with regard to Samson: “And the spirit of the 
Lord began [vataĥel] to move him in Mahaneh Dan, between 
Zorah and Eshtaol” ( Judges : ).   Rabbi Ĥama, son of Rabbi 
Ĥanina, says: Th e prophecy of Jacob our forefather concerning 
the tribe of Dan took eff ect [ĥaleta] through Samson, a member 
of the tribe of Dan, as it is writt en: “Dan shall be a serpent in 
the way, a horned snake in the path, that bites the horse’s heels, 
so that his rider falls backward” (Genesis : ).

ּכֹחֹו  ״ַוָּיַסר  ְכִתיב:  ּדִ ּכֹחֹו,  ֶאת  ָלה  יְלּדְ ּדִ
ְכִתיב:  ּדִ ִלּבֹו,  ֶאת  ָלה  יְלּדְ ּדִ ֵמָעָליו״. 
ל ִלּבֹו״.  יד ָלּה ֶאת ּכָ י ִהּגִ ִליָלה ּכִ ֶרא ּדְ ״ַוּתֵ
ִכיָנה  ק ׁשְ ּלַ ִאיְסּתַ יו, ּדְ ָלה ֶאת ַמֲעׂשָ יְלּדְ ּדִ
י ה' ָסר  ְכִתיב: ״ְוהּוא לֹא ָיַדע ּכִ יּה, ּדִ ִמיּנֵ

ֵמָעָליו״.

ל  ּכָ ֶאת  ָלּה  יד  ִהּגִ י  ּכִ ִליָלה  ּדְ ֶרא  ״ַוּתֵ
י ָחִנין ָאַמר  ִלּבֹו״ – ְמָנא ָיְדָעה? ָאַמר ַרּבִ
ֵיי ָאַמר: ָיְדָעה  ְבֵרי ֱאֶמת. ַאּבַ ִרין ּדִ ַרב: ִניּכָ
ַמִים  ם ׁשָ יק ׁשֵ ָלא ַמּפֵ יק ּדְ אֹותֹו ַצּדִ ּבֹו ּבְ
ֲאִני,  ֱאלִֹהים  ְנִזיר  ֲאַמר:  ּדַ יָון  ּכֵ ָלה.  ְלַבּטָ

ָטא ָקָאַמר. אי קּוׁשְ א ַוּדַ ּתָ ָאְמָרה: ָהׁשְ

ַהָּיִמים  ל  ּכָ ִבְדָבֶריָה  ּלֹו  ֵהִציָקה  י  ּכִ ״ַוְיִהי 
י  ַאְלֵצהּו״? ָאַמר ַרּבִ ַאְלֵצהּו״. ַמאי ״ַוּתְ ַוּתְ
יָאה  ּבִ ַמר  ּגְ ַעת  ׁשְ ּבִ ַאִמי:  י  ַרּבִ ֵבי  ּדְ ִיְצָחק 

יו. ְחּתָ ְמָטה ִמּתַ ִנׁשְ

ָכר  י ַיִין ְוׁשֵ ּתִ ׁשְ ְמִרי ָנא ְוַאל ּתִ ָ ה ִהּשׁ ״ְוַעּתָ
ל ָטֵמא״?  ל ָטֵמא״. ַמאי ״ּכָ ְוַאל ּתֹאְכִלי ּכָ
ָבִרים ְטֵמִאים ָקָאְכָלה?  א ּדְ ּתָ ְותּו, ַעד ָהׁשְ
ָבִרים  ּדְ ַאִמי:  י  ַרּבִ ֵבי  ּדְ ִיְצָחק  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר 

ָנִזיר. ָהֲאסּוִרים ּבְ

ר  ֲאׁשֶ ׁש  ְכּתֵ ַהּמַ ֶאת  ֱאלִֹהים  ״ַוִּיְבַקע 
ַאִמי:  י  ַרּבִ ֵבי  ּדְ ִיְצָחק  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר  ִחי״.  ּלֶ ּבַ
ה ְלָדָבר ָטֵמא, ְלִפיָכְך ִנְתלּו ַחָּייו  הּוא ִאיּוָ

ָדָבר ָטֵמא. ּבְ

ָחָמא  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר   – וגו'  ה'״   רּוח ֶחל  ״ַוּתָ
ַיֲעקֹב  ל  ׁשֶ ְנבּוָאתֹו  ָחְלָתה  ֲחִניָנא:  י  ַרּבִ ּבְ

ְכִתיב: ״ְיִהי ָדן ָנָחׁש ֲעֵלי ֶדֶרְך״. ָאִבינּו, ּדִ

 Words of truth are recognizable – ְבֵרי ֱאֶמת ִרין ּדִ  Delilah :ִניּכָ
recognized that Samson’s statement that he was a nazirite 
was true because she had seen that he conducted himself 
like a nazirite by allowing his hair to grow long and by not 
drinking wine (Rashi).
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Th e verse continues: “To move him [lefa’amo] in Mahaneh Dan.” 
Rabbi Yitzĥak of the school of Rabbi Ami says: Th is teaches 
that the Divine Presence jangled before him, inspiring him, like 
a bell [zog],L  as it is writt en here: “To move him [lefa’amo] in 
Mahaneh Dan,” and it is writt en there with regard to the cloth-
ing of the High Priest: “A bell [pa’amon] and a pomegranate” 
(Exodus : ).

Th e verse concludes: “Between Zorah and Eshtaol.” Rabbi 
Asi says: Zorah and Eshtaol were two large mountains, and 
Samson uprooted them and ground them one against the 
other.

Samson’s parents were told: “For behold, you shall conceive, and 
bear a son; and no razor shall come upon his head; for the child 
shall be a nazirite unto God from the womb; and he shall begin 
to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines” ( Judges : ). 
Rabbi Ĥama, son of Rabbi Ĥanina, says: 

Samson’s parents were being told that the oath of Abimelech, 
king of the Philistines, was negated,N  as it is writt en that Abi-
melech said to our forefather Abraham: “Now therefore swear 
unto me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me, 
nor with my son, nor with my son’s son; but according to the 
kindness that I have done unto you, you shall do to me, and to 
the land wherein you have sojourned” (Genesis : ). Th e oath 
of the descendants of Abraham was no longer binding since the 
Philistines broke their oath by subjugating the Jewish people.

Th e verse states: “And the woman bore a son, and called his name 
Samson; and the child grew, and the Lord blessed him” ( Judges 

: ). Th e Gemara asks: With what did He bless him?N  Rav 
Yehuda says that Rav says: It means that He blessed him with 
regard to his penis, that despite his youth his penis should func-
tion like that of physically mature men, and that his seed should 
be like an overfl owing river.

Prior to Samson’s death, the verse states: “And Samson called 
unto the Lord, and said: Lord God, remember me, I pray to 
You, and strengthen me, I pray to You, only this once, O God, 
that I may be this once avenged of the Philistines for my two 
eyes” ( Judges : ). Rav said that Samson said before the 
Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, remember 
on my behalf the twenty-two yearsN  that I judged the Jewish 
people without receiving any reward, and I did not even say 
to any one of them: Move a stick for me from one place to 
another place.

Th e verse states earlier: “And Samson went and caught three 
hundred foxes, and took torches, and turned tail to tail, and put 
a torch in the midst between every two tails” ( Judges : ). Th e 
Gemara asks: What is diff erent about foxes than any other ani-
mal, that he chose them for this purpose? Rabbi Aivu bar Nagdi 
says that Rabbi Ĥiyya bar Abba says: Samson said: Let the 
animal that goes in reverseB  when it tries to escape, i.e., the fox, 
come and exact punishment from the Philistines, who reneged 
on their oath that Abimelech swore to Abraham.

ֵבי  ּדְ ִיְצָחק  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר  ָדן״.  ַמֲחֵנה  ּבְ ״ְלַפֲעמֹו 
ת  ֶקׁשֶ ִכיָנה ְמַקׁשְ ָהְיָתה ׁשְ ד, ׁשֶ י ַאִמי: ְמַלּמֵ ַרּבִ
ַמֲחֵנה ָדן״,  ִתיב ָהָכא: ״ְלַפֲעמֹו ּבְ זֹוג, ּכְ ְלָפָניו ּכְ

ֲעמֹן ְוִרּמֹן״. ּוְכִתיב ָהָתם: ״ּפַ

י ַאִסי:  אֹול״ – ָאַמר ַרּבִ ּתָ ין ָצְרָעה ּוֵבין ֶאׁשְ ״ּבֵ
ָהיּו,  דֹוִלים  ּגְ ָהִרים  ֵני  ׁשְ אֹול  ּתָ ְוֶאׁשְ ָצְרָעה 

ֶזה. ְמׁשֹון ּוְטָחָנן ֶזה ּבָ ַוֲעָקָרן ׁשִ

י  ָרֵאל״ – ָאַמר ַרּבִ יע ֶאת ִיׂשְ ״ְוהּוא ָיֵחל ְלהֹוׁשִ
י ֲחִניָנא: ַרּבִ ָחָמא ּבְ
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״ִאם  ְכִתיב:  ּדִ ֲאִביֶמֶלְך,  ל  ׁשֶ בּוָעתֹו  ׁשְ הּוַחל 
י״. קֹר ִלי ּוְלִניִני ּוְלֶנְכּדִ ׁשְ ּתִ

ְרכֹו? ָאַמר  ה ּבֵ ּמֶ ַער ַוְיָבְרֵכהּו ה'״. ּבַ ל ַהּנַ ״ַוִּיְגּדַ
תֹו  תֹו. ַאּמָ ַאּמָ ְרכֹו ּבְ ּבֵ ַרב ְיהּוָדה ָאַמר ַרב: ׁשֶ

ַנַחל ׁשֹוֵטף. ְבֵני ָאָדם, ְוַזְרעֹו ּכְ ּכִ

ֱאלִֹהים  ה'  ַוּיֹאַמר  ה'  ֶאל  ְמׁשֹון  ׁשִ ״ַוִּיְקָרא 
ְקָמה  ַעם ַהֶּזה…ְוִאּנָ ָזְכֵרִני ָנא ְוַחְּזֵקִני ָנא ַאְך ַהּפַ
ָאַמר   – ים״  ּתִ ִלׁשְ ִמּפְ ֵעיַני  ֵתי  ְ ִמּשׁ ַאַחת  ְנַקם 
הּוא:  רּוְך  ּבָ דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ ִלְפֵני  ְמׁשֹון  ׁשִ ָאַמר  ַרב, 
ָנה  ִים ׁשָ ּתַ ִרים ּוׁשְ ל עֹוָלם, ְזכֹור ִלי ֶעׂשְ ִרּבֹונֹו ׁשֶ
ְלֶאָחד  י  ָאַמְרּתִ ְולֹא  ָרֵאל,  ִיׂשְ ֶאת  י  ַפְטּתִ ָ ּשׁ ׁשֶ

קֹום ְלָמקֹום״. ל ִמּמָ ֵמֶהם ״ַהֲעֵבר ִלי ַמּקֵ

לֹׁש ֵמאֹות ׁשּוָעִלים״.  ְמׁשֹון ַוִּיְלּכֹד ׁשְ ״ַוֵּיֶלְך ׁשִ
י  ר ַנְגּדִ י ַאְיבּו ּבַ ָנא ׁשּוָעִלים? ָאַמר ַרּבִ ַמאי ׁשְ
ְמׁשֹון: ָיבֹא  א: ָאַמר ׁשִ ר ַאּבָ י ִחָּייא ּבַ ָאַמר ַרּבִ
ָחְזרּו  ים ׁשֶ ּתִ ִלׁשְ ַרע ִמּפְ חֹוֵזר ַלֲאחֹוָריו, ְוִיּפָ ִמי ׁשֶ

בּוָעָתן. ׁשְ ּבִ

 Bell [zog] – זֹוג: Apparently related to the Persian word 
zang, meaning bell.

LANGUAGE

 The oath of Abimelech was negated – בּוָעתֹו  הּוַחל ׁשְ
ֲאִביֶמֶלְך ל   Rashi explains that since the Philistines :ׁשֶ
subjected the Jewish people to their rule, they violated 
the oath and therefore Abraham’s obligation to Abi-
melech and his descendants was negated. Although 
the Philistines had previously tormented the Jewish 
people, it was only at this point that they attempted to 
rule over them. Tosefot HaRash writes that this does not 
agree with the interpretation of Rashi that King David 
did not attempt to conquer Jerusalem until the oath of 
Abimelech was negated, as King David lived many years 
later. Tosefot HaRosh explains that the general oath to 
Abimelech was negated, but there was an additional 
promise made by Abraham to the Jebusites with regard 
to Jerusalem because he purchased the Cave of Mach-
pelah from them (see Genesis, chapter 23).

 With what did He bless him – ְרכֹו ּבֵ ה  ּמֶ -The com :ּבַ
mentaries explain that since the term blessing generally 
refers to riches, a long life, or children, none of which 
Samson had, the Gemara offers an explanation specific 
to his life (see Rashi; Riaf ).

 Twenty-two years – ָנה ִים ׁשָ ּתַ ִרים ּוׁשְ  This appears to :ֶעׂשְ
be in direct opposition to the verse stating that Samson 
judged the Jewish people for twenty years (see Judges 
16:31). Rav Hai Gaon explains that the Gemara here 
includes the two years that Samson spent in prison, as 
he was imprisoned due to his actions on behalf of the 
Jewish people (see Maharsha).

NOTES

 That goes in reverse – חֹוֵזר ַלֲאחֹוָריו -The fox is consid :ׁשֶ
ered to be a clever animal, and there are many stories 
told by hunters of various methods used by the fox 
to conceal its tracks. One of the strategies it employs 
to escape the tracking of a hunter is that it does not 
always run in a straight path. A fox changes direction 
frequently and often runs backward in the direction 
from which it came while the pursuers continue to 
chase it forward.
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