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He answers: Th e contradiction between the two verses teaches 
that Moses was lying in the wings of the Divine Presence, as 
Moses was carried out by God Himself, and the ministering 
angels were saying: “He executed the righteousness of the 
Lord, and His ordinances with Israel” (Deuteronomy : ). 
And the Holy One, Blessed be He, was saying: “Who will 
rise up for Me against the evildoers? Who will stand up for 
Me against the workers of iniquity?” (Psalms : ). In other 
words, God asked: Who will now defend the Jewish people 
against its accusers? Th e idea that God Himself transported 
Moses to his burial could not have been said if not for the proof 
from the resolution between the contradictory verses.

And Shmuel says that God was saying the verse: “Who is as the 
wise man and who knows the interpretation [pesher] of a 
matt er?” (Ecclesiastes : ), referring to the greatness of Moses, 
who was able to forge compromises, pesharim, between God 
and the Jewish people. And Rabbi Yoĥanan says that God was 
saying the verse: “Wisdom, where can it be found?” ( Job 

: ). And Rav Naĥman says that God was saying the verse: 
“And Moses, the servant of God, died there” (Deuteronomy 

: ). SemalyonN  says that God was saying: And Moses, the 
great scribe of Israel, died there.

It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Eliezer the Great says: Over 
an area of twelve mil by twelve mil, equivalent to the size of 
the camp of Israel, a Divine Voice proclaimed and said: And 
Moses, the great scribe of Israel, died. And some say: Moses 
did not actually die, as it is writt en here: “And Moses, the 
servant of the Lord, died there” (Deuteronomy : ), and it is 
writt en there: “And he was there with the Lord forty days and 
forty nights” (Exodus : ). Just as there, where it says: “And 
he was there with the Lord,” it means that he was standing and 
serving before God; so too, here, when it says: “And Moses, the 
servant of the Lord, died there,” it means that he was standing 
and serving before God.

Th e verse describing the burial of Moses states: “And He buried 
him in the valley in the land of Moab over against Beth Peor; 
and no man knows of his grave to this day” (Deuteronomy : ). 
Rabbi Berekhya says: Th is verse provides a sign within a sign, 
i.e., a very precise description of the location of his burial, and 
even with this the verse concludes: “And no man knows of 
his grave to this day” (Deuteronomy : ).

Th e Gemara relates: And the evil monarchy of the Roman 
Empire already sent messengers to

the garrison [gastera]L  of Beth Peor and said to them: Show 
us where Moses is buried. As the men stood above on the 
upper section of the mountain, it appeared to them as if the 
grave was below in the lower section. As they stood below, it 
appeared to them to be above. Th ey divided into two groups, 
one above and one below. To those who were standing above, 
the grave appeared to them to be below; to those who were 
standing below, the grave appeared to them to be above, to 
fulfi ll that which is stated: “And no man knows of his grave 
to this day” (Deuteronomy : ).

ִכיָנה,  ַכְנֵפי ׁשְ ל ּבְ ה מּוּטָ ָהָיה מֹׁשֶ ד, ׁשֶ ְמַלּמֵ
ה  ֵרת אֹוְמִרים: ״ִצְדַקת ה' ָעׂשָ ָ ּוַמְלֲאֵכי ַהּשׁ
רּוְך  ּבָ דֹוׁש  ְוַהּקָ ָרֵאל״,  ִיׂשְ ִעם  ָטיו  ּפָ ּוִמׁשְ
ִמי  ְמֵרִעים  ִעם  ִלי  ָיקּום  ״ִמי  אֹוֵמר:  הּוא 

ב ִלי ִעם ּפֹוֲעֵלי ָאֶון״. ִיְתַיּצֵ

 יֹוֵדע ּוִמי  ֶהָחָכם  ּכְ ״ִמי  ָאַמר:  מּוֵאל  ּוׁשְ
״ַהָחְכָמה  ָאַמר:  יֹוָחָנן  י  ְוַרּבִ ָבר״.  ּדָ ר  ׁשֶ ּפֵ
ם  ֵצא״. ְוַרב ַנְחָמן ָאַמר: ״ַוָּיָמת ׁשָ ּמָ ֵמַאִין ּתִ
ה  ם מֹׁשֶ ה״ וגו'. ְסַמְליֹון ָאַמר: ״ַוָּיָמת ׁשָ מֹׁשֶ

ָרֵאל״. ִיׂשְ ה ּדְ ַסְפָרא ַרּבָ

ֵנים  ׁשְ אֹוֵמר:  דֹול  ַהּגָ ֱאִליֶעֶזר  י  ַרּבִ ְנָיא,  ּתַ
ֶנֶגד ַמֲחֵנה  ר ִמיל, ּכְ ֵנים ָעׂשָ ר ִמיל ַעל ׁשְ ָעׂשָ
ַוָּיָמת  ְואֹוֵמר:   ִמיע ַמׁשְ קֹול  ת  ּבַ ָרֵאל,  ִיׂשְ
ָרֵאל. ְוֵיׁש אֹוְמִרים:  ִיׂשְ ה ּדְ ה ַסְפָרא ַרּבָ מֹׁשֶ
ם״,  ִתיב ָהָכא: ״ַוָּיָמת ׁשָ ה, ּכְ לֹא ֵמת מֹׁשֶ
ן  ַהּלָ ם ִעם ה'״, ַמה ּלְ ּוְכִתיב ָהָתם: ״ַוְיִהי ׁשָ

ׁש. ּמֵ אן עֹוֵמד ּוְמׁשַ ׁש, ַאף ּכָ ּמֵ עֹוֵמד ּוְמׁשַ

ית  ֶאֶרץ מֹוָאב מּול ּבֵ י ּבְ ״ַוִּיְקּבֹר אֹותֹו ַבּגַ
תֹוְך  ּבְ ִסיָמן  ֶרְכָיה:  ּבֶ י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר   – עֹור״  ּפְ
ִסיָמן, ַוֲאִפיּלּו ָהִכי – ״ְולֹא ָיַדע ִאיׁש ֶאת 

ְקֻבָרתֹו״.

ָעה ֵאֶצל ְלָחה ַמְלכּות ָהְרׁשָ ּוְכָבר ׁשָ
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ה  עֹור: ַהְרֵאנּו ֵהיָכן מֹׁשֶ ית ּפְ ל ּבֵ ְסְטָרא ׁשֶ ּגַ
ה;  ָקבּור. ָעְמדּו ְלַמְעָלה – ִנְדֶמה ָלֶהם ְלַמּטָ
ֶנְחְלקּו  ְלַמְעָלה.  ָלֶהם  ִנְדֶמה   – ה  ְלַמּטָ
עֹוְמִדים ְלַמְעָלה –  יּתֹות, אֹוָתן ׁשֶ י ּכִ ּתֵ ִלׁשְ
ָלֶהן  ִנְדֶמה   – ה  ְלַמּטָ ה,  ְלַמּטָ ָלֶהן  ִנְדֶמה 
ָיַדע  ״ְולֹא  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ֶ ׁשּ ַמה  ְלַקֵּיים  ְלַמְעָלה. 

ִאיׁש ֶאת ְקֻבָרתֹו״.

 Semalyon – ְסַמְליֹון: Tosafot mention that two opinions are 
quoted in the name of Rabbeinu Ĥananel as to whether 
Semalyon is the name of an angel or a scholar.

NOTES

 Garrison [gastera] – ְסְטָרא  A form of the Latin castra, which :ּגַ
means military camp. In the broader sense it is used to refer to 
military personnel, or soldiers that are assigned to a particular 
stronghold.

LANGUAGE
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Th e Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: Do you seek to 
enter the land to perform these mitzvot for any reason other 
than to receive a reward?N  I will ascribe you credit as if you 
had performed them and you will receive your reward, as it is 
stated: “Th erefore will I divide him a portion among the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the mighty; because he 
bared his soul unto death, and was numbered with the trans-
gressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors” (Isaiah : ).

Rabbi Samlai proceeds to expound the verse “Th erefore will I 
divide him a portion among the great” to mean that he will 
receive reward. One might have thought that he will receive 
reward like the later ones and not like the earlier ones, so the 
verse states: “And he shall divide the spoil with the mighty,” 
meaning like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who were mighty in 
Torah and in mitzvot. “Because he bared his soul unto death,” 
meaning he gave himself over to death on behalf of the Jewish 
people, as it is stated: “Yet now, if You will forgive their sin; 
and if not, blot me, I pray You, out of Your book that You have 
writt en” (Exodus : ).

 “And was numbered with the transgressors,” meaning that he 
was counted among those who died in the desert, for, just 
like them, he did not enter Eretz Yisrael. “Yet he bore the sin 
of many,” as he atoned for the incident of the Golden Calf. 

“And made intercession [yafgia] for the transgressors,” as he 
requested mercy for the sinners of Israel so that they should 
engage in repentance. And the word pegia means nothing 
other than prayer, as it is stated: “Th erefore pray not you 
for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, 
neither make intercession [tifga] to Me; for I will not hear 
you” ( Jeremiah : ).

ה  ַאּתָ לּום  ּכְ הּוא:  רּוְך  ּבָ דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ לֹו  ָאַמר 
ָעֶליָך  ֲאִני  ַמֲעֶלה  ָכר,  ׂשָ ל  ְלַקּבֵ א  ֶאּלָ ׁש  ְמַבּקֵ
לֹו  ק  ֲאַחּלֶ ״ָלֵכן  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ יָתם,  ֲעׂשִ ִאיּלּו  ּכְ
ר  ַחת ֲאׁשֶ ָלל ּתַ ק ׁשָ ים ְוֶאת ֲעצּוִמים ְיַחּלֵ ָבַרּבִ
ִעים ִנְמָנה ְוהּוא  ֶות ַנְפׁשֹו ְוֶאת ּפֹוׁשְ ֶהֱעָרה ַלּמָ

״. יע ִעים ַיְפּגִ א ְוַלּפׁשְ ים ָנׂשָ ֵחְטא ַרּבִ

ַאֲחרֹוִנים  ּכָ ָיכֹול   – ים״  ָבַרּבִ לֹו  ק  ֲאַחּלֶ ״ָלֵכן 
ְלמּוד לֹוַמר: ״ְוֶאת ֲעצּוִמים  ִראׁשֹוִנים? ּתַ ְולֹא ּכָ
ֵהן  ׁשֶ ְוַיֲעקֹב  ִיְצָחק  ַאְבָרָהם  ּכְ ָלל״,  ׁשָ ק  ְיַחּלֵ
ר ֶהֱעָרה  ַחת ֲאׁשֶ תֹוָרה ּוְבִמְצוֹת; ״ּתַ ֲעצּוִמים ּבְ
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ַסר ַעְצמֹו ְלִמיָתה, ׁשֶ ּמָ ֶות ַנְפׁשֹו״ – ׁשֶ ַלּמָ

״ְוִאם ַאִין ְמֵחִני ָנא״ וגו';

ֵמֵתי  ִעם  ְמָנה  ּנִ ׁשֶ  – ִנְמָנה״  ִעים  ּפֹוׁשְ ״ְוֶאת 
ר ַעל  יּפֵ ּכִ א״ – ׁשֶ ים ָנׂשָ ר; ״ְוהּוא ֵחְטא ַרּבִ ִמְדּבָ
ׁש  יּקֵ ּבִ ״ – ׁשֶ יע ִעים ַיְפּגִ ה ָהֵעֶגל; ״ְוַלּפׁשְ ַמֲעׂשֵ
ְתׁשּוָבה,  ַּיְחְזרּו ּבִ ָרֵאל ׁשֶ ֵעי ִיׂשְ ַרֲחִמים ַעל ּפֹוׁשְ
ה ַאל  ֱאַמר: ״ְוַאּתָ ּנֶ ה, ׁשֶ ִפּלָ א ּתְ ִגיָעה ֶאּלָ ְוֵאין ּפְ
ה  א ַבֲעָדם ִרּנָ ּשָׂ ַעד ָהָעם ַהֶּזה ְוַאל ּתִ ל ּבְ ּלֵ ְתּפַ ּתִ

י״. ע ּבִ ְפּגַ ה ְוַאל ּתִ ּוְתִפּלָ

הדרן עלך המקנא לאשתו

 Other than to receive a reward – ָכר ׂשָ ל  ְלַקּבֵ א   The :ֶאּלָ
Maharsha writes that although generally it is improper 
for one to perform mitzvot for the sake of a reward, if 
he expends effort to perform a mitzva that he was not 
commanded to do it is acceptable to request a reward.

NOTES
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mishna Th e husband of the sota would bringN  his 
wife’s meal-offering to the priest in an 

Egyptian wicker basketH B  made of palm bra nches, and he would 
placeN  the meal-off ering in her hands for her to hold throughout 
the ritual in order to fatigue her. Th is might lead her to confess 
her guilt and not drink the water of a sota unnecessarily.

Th e mishna lists diff erences between this meal-off ering and other 
meal-off erings. Generally, all meal-off erings, from their begin-
nings, i.e., the moment they are consecrated, and until their ends, 
i.e., the moment they are sacrifi ced, must be in a service vessel. But 
in the case of this one, its beginning is in a wicker basket and only 
at its end, immediately before it is off ered, is it placed in a service 
vessel.

All other meal-off erings require oilH  and frankincense, and this 
one requires neither oil nor frankincense. Furthermore, all other 
meal-off erings are brought from wheat,H  and this one is brought 
from barley. Although in fact the omer meal-off eringH B  is also 
brought from barley, it is still diff erent in that it was brought as 
groats, i.e., high-quality meal. Th e meal-off ering of the sota, how-
ever, is brought as unsift ed barley fl our. Rabban Gamliel says: Th is 
hints that just as her actions of seclusion with another man were 
the actions of an animal, so too her off ering is animal food, i.e., 
barley and not wheat.

gemara It is taught in a baraita that Abba Ĥanin 
says in the name of Rabbi Eliezer: And 

why is so much done to her? It is in order to fatigue her, so that 
she will retract and confess her guilt and be spared death. And if 
the Torah is so protective of those who transgress His will, i.e., 
the sota, who secluded herself with the man she was warned against, 
then by a fortiori inference He is protective of those who do His 
will.

Th e Gemara asks: And from where is it derived that they att empt 
to induce her to confess because the Torah is protective of the sota? 
Perhaps it is in order that the scroll of the sota, containing the 
name of God, will not be erased. Th e Gemara responds: Rabbi 
Eliezer holds
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תֹוְך  מתני׳ ָהָיה ֵמִביא ֶאת ִמְנָחָתּה ּבְ
ֵדי  ּכְ ָיֶדיָה  ַעל  ְונֹוְתָנּה  ִמְצִרית,  ִפיָפה  ּכְ

ָעּה. ְלַיּגְ

ֵרת,  ְכִלי ׁשָ ָתן ְוסֹוָפן ּבִ ִחיּלָ ָנחֹות ּתְ ל ַהּמְ ּכָ
ְוסֹוָפּה  ִמְצִרית  ְכִפיָפה  ּבִ ָתּה  ִחּלָ ּתְ ְוזֹו 

ֵרת. ְכִלי ׁשָ ּבִ

ְוזֹו  ּוְלבֹוָנה,  ֶמן  ׁשֶ ְטעּונֹות  ָנחֹות  ַהּמְ ל  ּכָ
ל  ֶמן ְולֹא ְלבֹוָנה. ּכָ ֵאיָנּה ְטעּוָנה לֹא ׁשֶ
ָאה  ּבָ ְוזֹו  ין,  ַהִחּטִ ִמן  אֹות  ּבָ ָנחֹות  ַהּמְ
י  ּפִ ַעל  ַאף  ָהעֹוֶמר  ִמְנַחת  עֹוִרין.  ַהּשְׂ ִמן 
ָאה  עֹוִרין, ִהיא ָהְיָתה ּבָ ָאה ִמן ַהּשְׂ ּבָ ׁשֶ
ְמִליֵאל אֹוֵמר:  ן ּגַ ָאה ֶקַמח. ַרּבָ ֶגֶרׂש, ְוזֹו ּבָ
ְך  ּכָ ְבֵהָמה,  ה  ַמֲעׂשֵ יָה  ֲעׂשֶ ּמַ ׁשֶ ם  ׁשֵ ּכְ

ֵהָמה. ָנּה ַמֲאַכל ּבְ ָקְרּבָ

י  ּום ַרּבִ א ָחִנין אֹוֵמר ִמּשׁ ְנָיא, ַאּבָ גמ׳ ּתַ
ָעּה,  ְלַיּגְ ֵדי  ּכְ ה?]  ָלּמָ ְך  ּכָ [ְוָכל  ֱאִליֶעֶזר: 
ָכה ָחָסה ּתֹוָרה  ּה. ִאם ּכָ ֲחזֹור ּבָ ּתַ ֵדי ׁשֶ ּכְ
י  עֹוׂשֵ ַעל  ָוחֹוֶמר  ַקל  ְרצֹונֹו,  עֹוְבֵרי  ַעל 

ְרצֹונֹו.

י  יְלָמא ּכִ ָחָסה הּוא? ּדִ ּום ּדְ אי ִמּשׁ ּוִמּמַ
ה! ָקָסַבר ֵחק ְמִגיּלָ יּמָ ָלא ּתִ ֵהיִכי ּדְ

 The husband would bring – ֵמִביא  The Jerusalem :ָהָיה 
Talmud states explicitly that the husband must bring this 
meal-offering from his own funds. The reason is that the 
husband has a personal need for this offering, as he must 
clarify for himself the innocence or guilt of his wife (Kerem 
Nata).

 Would bring…and he would place – ָהָיה ֵמִביא…ְונֹוְתָנּה: 
Tosafot point out that the order of the sota procedure 
recorded in the mishna does not match the order as 
recorded in the Torah (see Numbers 5:11–31). In a com-
ment on 17b, Tosafot conclude that the order in the Torah is 
authoritative, rather than the order in the mishna. However, 
the Rambam in the Mishne Torah appears to present a dif-
ferent order than the one presented by Tosafot.

NOTES

 In an Egyptian wicker basket – ִמְצִרית ִפיָפה  ּכְ תֹוְך   The priest :ּבְ
brings a tenth of an ephah of barley flour belonging to the 
husband, puts it in a basket made of palm branches, and then 
puts this basket in the hands of the sota in order to exhaust her 
(Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 3:12).

 All meal-offerings require oil, etc. – ֶמן ׁשֶ ְטעּונֹות  ָנחֹות  ַהּמְ ל   ּכָ
-All meal-offerings placed on the altar require oil and frank :וכו׳
incense: A log of oil for each tenth of an ephah of flour and a 
handful of frankincense for every meal-offering. The excep-
tions are the meal-offerings of a sinner and a sota (Rambam 
Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 3:13 and Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Ma’aseh 
HaKorbanot 12:7).

 All meal-offerings are brought from wheat – אֹות ָנחֹות ּבָ ל ַהּמְ  ּכָ
ין ַהִחּטִ  All meal-offerings are brought from fine wheat flour :ִמן 
except for the omer meal-offering and the meal-offering of 
the sota, which are brought from barley (Rambam Sefer Avoda, 
Hilkhot Ma’aseh HaKorbanot 12:2).

 The omer meal-offering – ִמְנַחת ָהעֹוֶמר: The omer meal-offering 
brought from the choicest barley flour, sifted thirteen times, 
while the meal-offering of the sota is brought from ordinary 
barley flour (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Sota 3:13 and Sefer 
Avoda, Hilkhot Temidin UMusafin 7:11–12).

HALAKHA

 Egyptian wicker basket – ִפיָפה ִמְצִרית  These baskets are made :ּכְ
by bending thin willow branches into a bowl shape.

 The omer meal-offering – ִמְנַחת ָהעֹוֶמר: The omer meal-offering, 
which consisted of one tenth of an ephah of barley flour, was 
sacrificed in the Temple on the sixteenth of Nisan, the second 
day of the festival of Passover. The omer was harvested from 
newly ripe barley on the second night of Passover and was pre-
pared as roasted flour. A handful was burned on the altar, while 

the rest was eaten by the priests. In addition to the omer offering, 
a male sheep was sacrificed as a burnt-offering, together with 
a wine libation and two-tenths of an ephah of wheat flour as a 
meal-offering. Once the omer offering was sacrificed, the general 
populace was permitted to eat grain from the new harvest. It is 
a mitzva by Torah law to count the days from the sixteenth of 
Nisan, the day the omer meal-offering was brought, until the 
festival of Shavuot. This mitzva is known as sefirat haomer, the 
counting of the omer.

BACKGROUND
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that the priest would fi rst give her the water of the sota to drink, and 
only aft erward would he sacrifi ce her meal-off ering. Th erefore, if 
the concern were due to the scroll, it would no longer be applicable, 
as it was already erasedN  in the water of the sota before the meal-
off ering was brought. Th e eff orts to fatigue her by making her hold 
the meal-off ering must indicate that the Torah is protective of her.

It was taught in the mishna: All meal-off erings, from their begin-
ning until their end, are placed in service vessels and remain there. 
Th e Gemara raises a contradiction from the Toseft a (Menaĥot : ): 
What is the procedure for meal-off erings?H  A person brings his 
meal-off ering from his property in baskets [kelatot]L  of silver and 
of gold, and when he reaches the Temple he places it in a service 
vessel and sanctifi es it in the service vessel, and he puts its oil and 
frankincense on it, and he carries it to the priest. And the priest 
then carries it to the altar and brings it near to the southwest horn 
of the altar, opposite the corner of the horn of the altar. And this 
is suffi  cient.

Th e baraita continues: And the priest then removes the frank-
incense to one side, and he removes a handful from the place 
where its oil has accumulated and mixed with the fl our, and he 
puts the handful into a service vessel and consecrates it in the 
service vessel. And he then gathers its frankincense and puts it 
on top of the handful and brings it up onto the altar. And he 
brings it up and burns it in the service vessel; and he salts it and 
places it upon the fi res.

Th e baraita continues: Aft er the handful is sacrifi ced,H  the remain-
ders of the meal-off ering are eaten. And the priests are permitt edH  
to put wine and oil and honey in it, even though it is prohibited 
to off er honey on the altar. And they are prohibited only from 
allowing the meal-off ering to become leavened.

Th e Gemara asks: In any event, the baraita teaches that the meal-
off ering is fi rst placed in baskets of silver and baskets of gold 
brought from one’s home. Th is seems to contradict the mishna’s 
statement that all other meal-off erings are initially in service vessels. 
Rav Pappa said: Th e mishna means to say that meal-off erings are 
placed in vessels of silver and gold, as these are suitable to be 
service vessels if consecrated.

Th e Gemara notes: Since the mishna distinguishes in this regard 
between the meal-off ering of the sota and all other meal-off erings, 
one may learn by inference that an Egyptian wicker basket is not 
suitable to be a service vessel even if it is consecrated. In accor-
dance with whose opinion is this the case? It is not in accordance 
with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, as it is 
taught in a baraita: With regard to service vessels that were made 
of wood,H  Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi deems them unfi t, and Rabbi 
Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, deems them fi t.

Th e Gemara responds: You can even say that the mishna is in 
accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda. 
Say that Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, says that wooden 
vessels are deemed fi t with regard to those of superior quality; but 
does he say likewise with regard to vessels of lesser quality, e.g., a 
basket made of palm branches? Doesn’t Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi 
Yehuda, hold to the principle articulated in the verse: “And when 
you off er the blind for a sacrifi ce, is it not evil! …If you would 
present it now unto your governor, will he be pleased with you or 
show you favor?” (Malachi : )? Nothing that is unfi t for presen-
tation to a ruler may be brought to the Temple. Th erefore, even 
Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, must agree that a basket made of 
palm branches cannot be a service vessel.

Perek II
Daf 14 Amud b

ִמְנָחָתּה,  ֶאת  ַמְקִריב  ְך  ּכָ ְוַאַחר  ֶקה  ַמׁשְ
ה, ָהא ִאיְמִחיָקא ָלּה. ּום ְמִגיּלָ ִאי ִמּשׁ ּדְ

ָנחֹות״ וכו׳. ּוְרִמיְנהּו: ֵסֶדר ְמָנחֹות  ל ַהּמְ ״ּכָ
יתֹו  ּבֵ ִמּתֹוְך  ִמְנָחה  ֵמִביא  ָאָדם  יַצד?  ּכֵ
ְונֹוְתָנּה  ָזָהב,  ל  ְוׁשֶ ֶסף  ּכֶ ל  ׁשֶ ְקָלתֹות  ּבִ
ֵרת,  ׁשָ ְכִלי  ּבִ ּה  ׁשָ ּוְמַקּדְ ֵרת  ׁשָ ִלי  ּכְ ְלתֹוְך 
ּומֹוִליָכּה  ּוְלבֹוָנָתּה  ְמָנּה  ׁשַ ָעֶליָה  ְונֹוֵתן 
 ח ִמְזּבֵ ֵאֶצל  מֹוִליָכּה  ְוכֵֹהן  ּכֵֹהן,  ֵאֶצל 
ֶנֶגד  ּכְ ַמֲעָרִבית  רֹוִמית  ּדְ ֶקֶרן  ּבְ ּה  יׁשָ ּוַמּגִ

ל ֶקֶרן ְוַדּיֹו. ּה ׁשֶ חּוּדָ

ְוקֹוֵמץ  ֶאָחד,  ְלַצד  בֹוָנה  ַהּלְ ֶאת  ק  ּוְמַסּלֵ
ְלתֹוְך  ְונֹוְתנֹו  ְמָנּה,  ׁשַ ה  ְתַרּבָ ּנִ ׁשֶ קֹום  ִמּמָ
ט  ּוְמַלּקֵ ֵרת.  ׁשָ ְכִלי  ּבִ ׁשֹו  ּוְמַקּדְ ֵרת  ׁשָ ִלי  ּכְ
ּוַמֲעֶלה  יו  ּבָ ּגַ ַעל  ְונֹוְתָנּה  ְלבֹוָנָתּה  ֶאת 
ְכִלי  , ּוַמֲעֵלהּו ּוַמְקִטירֹו ּבִ ח י ִמְזּבֵ אֹותֹו ְלַגּבֵ

ים. ִ י ָהִאיּשׁ ּבֵ ֵרת, ּומֹוְלחֹו ְונֹוְתנֹו ַעל ּגַ ׁשָ

ִאין  ָ ְוַרּשׁ ֶנֱאָכִלין,  ָיֶריָה  ׁשְ  – ַהּקֹוֶמץ  ָקֵרב 
ּוְדַבׁש,  ֶמן  ְוׁשֶ ַיִין  ְלתֹוָכּה  ן  ִליּתֵ ַהּכֲֹהִנים 

ץ. ַחּמֵ א ִמּלְ ְוֵאין ֲאסּוִרין ֶאּלָ

ֶסף ּוִבְקָלתֹות  ל ּכֶ ְקָלתֹות ׁשֶ ָקָתֵני ִמיָהא: ּבִ
ֵכִלים  ּבְ ֵאיָמא:  א,  ּפָ ּפַ ַרב  ֲאַמר  ָזָהב!  ל  ׁשֶ

ֵרת. ָהְראּוִיין ִלְכֵלי ׁשָ

ַמאן?  ְכִפיָפה ִמְצִרית ָלא ַחְזָיא, ּכְ ָלל ּדִ ִמּכְ
ֵלי  ַתְנָיא: ּכְ י ְיהּוָדה! ּדְ ַרּבִ י יֹוֵסי ּבְ ַרּבִ ָלא ּכְ ּדְ
י  י ּפֹוֵסל, ְוַרּבִ ל ֵעץ – ַרּבִ ָאן ׁשֶ ֲעׂשָ ֵרת ׁשֶ ׁשָ

יר! י ְיהּוָדה ַמְכׁשִ ַרּבִ יֹוֵסי ּבְ

י ְיהּוָדה, ֵאיַמר  ַרּבִ י יֹוֵסי ּבְ יָמא ַרּבִ ֲאִפיּלּו ּתֵ
ֲחׁשּוִבין,  י ְיהּוָדה – ּבַ ַרּבִ י יֹוֵסי ּבְ ָאַמר ַרּבִ ּדְ
יֹוֵסי  י  ְלַרּבִ ֵליּה  ֵלית  ֲאַמר?  ִמי  ְפחּוִתין  ּבִ

י ְיהּוָדה ״ַהְקִריֵבהּו ָנא ְלֶפָחֶתָך״?! ַרּבִ ּבְ

 It was already erased – ָלּה ִאיְמִחיָקא   Tosafot note :ָהא 
that the Gemara previously stated (7a) that after the 
scroll is erased the sota is encouraged to drink the water 
of the sota . However, according to the Gemara here she 
is encouraged to confess even after the scroll has been 
erased. The Sefat Emet explains that prior to the erasing 
of the scroll, the woman is discouraged from drinking 
even if she is innocent, so that the scroll with the name 
of God need not be erased. After the scroll has been 
erased, she is encouraged to drink if she is innocent, but 
if she is guilty she should confess her guilt instead (see 
Minĥat Kenaot).

NOTES

 What is the procedure for meal-offerings – ֵסֶדר ְמָנחֹות 
יַצד  The procedure for the sacrifice of meal-offerings is :ּכֵ
as follows: One who brings a meal-offering brings fine 
flour from his home in a vessel of silver or gold, suitable 
to be a service vessel. If it is a meal-offering of fine flour, 
he places it in a service vessel and sanctifies it in the 
Temple. Baked meal-offerings are baked in the Temple 
and broken into pieces. Oil and frankincense are placed 
upon the flour, and it is brought to the priest, who carries 
it to the altar. The priest brings it opposite the corner of 
the horn of the altar. He removes the frankincense to 
one side, removes a handful of the meal-offering from 
the place where the oil has accumulated, puts it into a 
service vessel, and sanctifies it there. He then gathers 
all the frankincense and places it on top of the handful 
in the vessel, brings the handful up to the altar, salts it, 
and places it on the fire (Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot 
Ma’aseh HaKorbanot 13:12).

 After the handful is sacrificed – ַהּקֹוֶמץ  After the :ָקֵרב 
priest places the handful on the fire of the altar and 
most of it has ignited, the remainder of the meal-offering 
may be eaten by the priests. However, the meal-offering 
brought by a priest is not eaten at all (Rambam Sefer 
Avoda, Hilkhot Ma’aseh HaKorbanot 12:9, 13).

 The priests are permitted, etc. – ִאין ַהּכֲֹהִנים וכו׳ ָ  The :ַרּשׁ
priests are permitted to eat meal-offerings together with 
other foods and are even permitted to place honey on 
them. However, they are prohibited by Torah law from 
eating them in leavened form (Rambam Sefer Avoda, 
Hilkhot Ma’aseh HaKorbanot 12:14).

 Service vessels that were made of wood – ֵרת ׁשָ ֵלי   ּכְ
ֵעץ ל  ׁשֶ ָאן  ֲעׂשָ  Service vessels may be fashioned only :ׁשֶ
of metallic substances; if they are made of wood or 
glass they are invalid. This ruling is in accordance with 
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s opinion, as the halakha is gener-
ally ruled in his favor in disputes with his colleagues 
(Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Beit HaBeĥira 1:18).

HALAKHA

 Baskets [kelatot] – ְקָלתֹות: From the Greek κά αθος, 
kalathos, a basket with a narrow base used primarily by 
women for holding wool and work utensils.

LANGUAGE
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§ Th e baraita states: He places it in a service vessel and sanctifi es 
it in the service vessel. Th e Gemara asks: Can one learn from the 
unnecessary repetition of the term service vessel, that service 
vessels can sanctify their contents only with intention?N H  Must 
one place the meal-off ering in the service vessel with express intent 
to sanctify it? Th e Gemara answers: Say: He simply places it in the 
service vessel in order to sanctify it in the service vessel. He need 
not to intend to sanctify it.

§ Th e baraita teaches: Th e owner of the meal-off ering puts its 
oil and frankincense on it. Th e Gemara cites the source of this 
halakha: As it is stated: “And when anyone brings a meal-off ering 
unto the Lord, his off ering shall be of fi ne fl our; and he shall pour 
oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon” (Leviticus : ).

Th e baraita states: And he carries it to the priest. Th e Gemara cites 
the source: As it is writt en: “And he shall bring it to Aaron’s sons, 
the priests” (Leviticus : ).

Th e baraita states: And the priest then carries it to the altar. Th e 
Gemara cites the source: As it is writt en: “And you shall bring the 
meal-off ering that is made of these things unto the Lord; and it 
shall be presented unto the priest, and he shall bring it unto the 
altar” (Leviticus : ).

Th e baraita states: Th e priest brings it near to the southwest horn 
of the altar, opposite the corner of the horn. And this is suffi  cient. 
Th e Gemara asks: From where do we derive this?

Th e Gemara responds: As it is writt en: “And this is the law of the 
meal-off ering: Th e sons of Aaron shall off er it before the Lord 
in front of the altar” (Leviticus : ). And it is taught in a baraita: 
When the verse states: “Before the Lord,” one might have under-
stood this to mean on the western side of the altar, opposite the 
Holy of Holies. Th erefore, the verse states: “In front of the altar.” 
Th is must be the south of the altar, where the ramp is located. If the 
verse had stated only: In front of the altar, one might have under-
stood it to mean specifi cally on the southern side. Th erefore, the 
verse states: “Before the Lord,” indicating the western side. How 
can these texts be reconciled? Th e priest brings it near to the 
southwest corner of the altar, opposite the corner of the horn. 
And this is suffi  cient.

Rabbi Elazar says another interpretation: One might have thought 
that he off ers it up on the western side of the corner or on the 
southern side of the corner. Say: Anywhere you fi nd two verses, 
one of which fulfi lls itself and fulfi lls the statement of the other, 
and one of which fulfi lls itself and nullifi es the statement of the 
other, leave the verse that fulfi lls itself and nullifi es the other, and 
seize the one that fulfi lls itself and fulfi lls the other. Th e principle 
is applied as follows: When you say: “Before the Lord,” on the 
western side, you have nullifi ed the other part of the verse: “In 
front of the altar,” on the southern side. But when you say: “In 
front of the altar,” on the southern side, you have also fulfi lled: 

“Before the Lord,” on the western side. How so? He brings it near 
to the southern side of the corner.

Th e Gemara asks: But where have you fulfi lled the phrase “before 
the Lord”? Rav Ashi said: Th is tanna holds that the entire altar 
stands in the north of the Temple courtyard. Th erefore, the entire 
southern side of the altar stood opposite the Holy of Holies in the 
west, and it can therefore be called: Before the Lord.

Th e Gemara asks: What is taught by the phrase: And this is suffi  -
cient? Rav Ashi said: Th is phrase was necessary, as otherwise it 
might enter your mind to say: Require the priest to bring the 
meal-off ering itself near to the corner of the altar without the use 
of a vessel. Th e baraita teaches us that this is not so, and one can 
bring it to the altar in its service vessel.

ֵרת״.  ׁשָ ְכִלי  ּבִ ּה  ׁשָ ּוְמַקּדְ ֵרת  ׁשָ ִלְכִלי  ״ְונֹוְתָנּה 
א  ֶאּלָ ין  ׁשִ ְמַקּדְ ֵאין  ֵרת  ׁשָ ֵלי  ּכְ ּה:  ִמיּנָ ְמַעּתְ  ׁשָ
ּה  ׁשָ ְלַקּדְ ֵרת  ׁשָ ְכִלי  ּבִ נֹוְתָנּה  ֵאיָמא:  ַעת!  ִמּדַ

ֵרת. ְכִלי ׁשָ ּבִ

ֱאַמר: ״ְוָיַצק  ּנֶ ְמָנּה ּוְלבֹוָנָתּה״, ׁשֶ ״ְונֹוֵתן ָעֶליָה ׁשַ
ֶמן ְוָנַתן ָעֶליָה ְלבָֹנה״. ָעֶליָה ׁשֶ

ְכִתיב: ״ֶוֱהִביָאּה ֶאל  ״ּומֹוִליָכּה ֵאֶצל ּכֵֹהן״, ּדִ
ֵני ַאֲהרֹן״ וגו'. ּבְ

ּה  יׁשָ ְכִתיב: ״ְוִהּגִ ״, ּדִ ח ״ְוכֵֹהן מֹוִליָכּה ֵאֶצל ִמְזּבֵ
״. ח ְזּבֵ ֵאֶצל ַהּמִ

ּה  ֶנֶגד חּוּדָ רֹוִמית ַמֲעָרִבית ּכְ ֶקֶרן ּדְ ּה ּבְ יׁשָ ״ַמּגִ
ל ֶקֶרן ְוַדּיֹו״. ְמָנַלן? ׁשֶ

אֹוָתּה  ַהְקֵרב  ְנָחה  ַהּמִ ּתֹוַרת  ״ְוזֹאת  ְכִתיב:  ּדִ
ְוַתְנָיא:  ״.  ח ְזּבֵ ַהּמִ ֵני  ּפְ ֶאל  ה'  ִלְפֵני  ַאֲהרֹן  ֵני  ּבְ
לֹוַמר:  ְלמּוד  ּתַ ֲעָרב?  ּמַ ּבַ ָיכֹול  ה'״,  ״ִלְפֵני 
״ ָיכֹול  ח ְזּבֵ ֵני ַהּמִ ״, ִאי ״ֶאל ּפְ ח ְזּבֵ ֵני ַהּמִ ״ֶאל ּפְ
יַצד?  ְלמּוד לֹוַמר: ״ִלְפֵני ה'״. ָהא ּכֵ רֹום? ּתַ ּדָ ּבַ
ּה  חּוּדָ ֶנֶגד  ּכְ ַמֲעָרִבית  רֹוִמית  ּדְ ֶקֶרן  ּבְ ּה  יׁשָ ַמּגִ

ל ֶקֶרן ְוַדּיֹו. ׁשֶ

ַמֲעָרָבּה  ּבְ ּה  ּנָ יׁשֶ ַיּגִ ָיכֹול  אֹוֵמר:  ֶאְלָעָזר  י  ַרּבִ
ל  ּכָ  : ָאַמְרּתָ ֶקֶרן?  ל  ׁשֶ ִלְדרֹוָמּה  אֹו  ֶקֶרן  ל  ׁשֶ
ֶאָחד  ִמְקָראֹות,  ֵני  ׁשְ מֹוֵצא  ה  ַאּתָ ׁשֶ ָמקֹום 
ְוֶאָחד  ֲחֵבירֹו,  ְבֵרי  ּדִ ּוְמַקֵּיים  ַעְצמֹו  ְמַקֵּיים 
יִחין  ַמּנִ ֲחֵבירֹו,  ְבֵרי  ּדִ ל  ּוְמַבּטֵ ַעְצמֹו  ְמַקֵּיים 
ְותֹוְפִסין  ֲחֵבירֹו  ל  ּוְמַבּטֵ ַעְצמֹו  ַקֵּיים  ּמְ ׁשֶ ֶאת 
ה  ַאּתָ ׁשֶ ַקֵּיים ַעְצמֹו ּוְמַקֵּיים ֲחֵבירֹו. ּכְ ּמְ ֶאת ׁשֶ
ֵני  ה ״ֶאל ּפְ ְלּתָ ּטַ ֲעָרב – ּבִ ּמַ אֹוֵמר ״ִלְפֵני ה'״ ּבַ
ֵני  ּפְ ״ֶאל  אֹוֵמר  ה  ַאּתָ ּוְכׁשֶ רֹום,  ּדָ ּבַ ״  ח ְזּבֵ ַהּמִ
ֲעָרב.  ּמַ ה ״ִלְפֵני ה'״ ּבַ רֹום – ִקַּייְמּתָ ּדָ ח״ ּבַ ְזּבֵ ַהּמִ

ל ֶקֶרן. ּה ִלְדרֹוָמּה ׁשֶ יׁשָ יַצד? ַמּגִ ָהא ּכֵ

ַהאי  ָקָסַבר  י,  ַאׁשִ ַרב  ֲאַמר  ה?  ִקַּייְמּתָ ְוֵהיָכן 
פֹון ָקֵאי. ּצָ ח ּבַ יּה ִמְזּבֵ א: ּכּוּלֵ ּנָ ּתַ

י: ִאיְצְטִריְך, ָסְלָקא  ַמאי ״ְוַדּיֹו״? ֲאַמר ַרב ַאׁשִ
ּגּוָפּה.  ִמְנָחה  ת  ׁשַ ַהּגָ ֵעי  יּבָ ּתִ ָאִמיָנא  ְך  ְעּתָ ּדַ

ַמע ָלן. ָקַמׁשְ

 Service vessels can sanctify only with intention – 
ַעת א ִמּדַ ין ֶאּלָ ׁשִ ֵרת ֵאין ְמַקּדְ ֵלי ׁשָ  Tosefot HaRosh cites :ּכְ
a textual variant entertaining the possibility that plac-
ing an item in a service vessel can render it sanctified 
even without intention. Although the Rambam rules 
that intention is necessary for a service vessel to sanc-
tify that which is placed in it, the Meiri disagrees.

NOTES

 Service vessels can sanctify only with intention – 
ַעת א ִמּדַ ין ֶאּלָ ׁשִ  Service vessels sanctify items :ֵאין ְמַקּדְ
placed in them only if one placed the items there 
with that intention (Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot 
Pesulei HaMukdashin 3:20).

HALAKHA
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Th e Gemara asks: And why not say that this is indeed so? Th e 
Gemara responds: Th e verse states: “And you shall bring the 
meal-off ering that is made of these things unto the Lord; and 
it shall be presented unto the priest, and he shall bring it unto 
the altar” (Leviticus : ); just as presentation to the priest is 
in a vessel, so too bringing it to the altar must be in a vessel.

Th e baraita states: And he removes its frankincense to one side. 
Th e Gemara explains: Th is is done in order that the frankincense 
not be removed along with the meal-off eringN  when the priest 
removes a handful. As we learned in a mishna (Menaĥot a): If 
he removed the handful and a pebble, or a grain of salt, or a 
crumb [koret]L  of frankincense came out in his hand,H  it is 
invalid. Th e handful must be entirely fi ne fl our.

Th e baraita continues: And he removes a handful from the place 
where its oil has accumulated. Th e Gemara asks: From where 
do we derive this? As it is writt en: “And he shall take from there 
his handful of the fi ne fl our thereof, and of the oil thereof ” 
(Leviticus : ). Th e Torah also states: “And the priest shall make 
the memorial part of it smoke, even of the groats thereof, and of 
the oil thereof ” (Leviticus : ). Th e handful should be taken 
from the area where there is an abundance of oil.

Th e baraita continues: And he puts the handful into a service 
vessel and sanctifi es it in the service vessel. Th e Gemara asks: 
Why do I need this sanctifi cation? He has already sanctifi ed it 
once, when he initially brought it to the Temple. Th e Gemara 
responds: Th e sanctifi cation here is just as with the blood of the 
off erings. Although the knife sanctifi es bloodN  by contact with 
the neck of the animal, since the knife itself is a service vessel, 
the priest sanctifi es it again when he collects it in the service 
vessel. Here too, it is not diff erent;N  the meal-off ering must be 
sanctifi ed twice.

Th e baraita continues: And he gathers its frankincense and 
puts it on top of the handful. Th e Gemara cites the source: As 
it is writt en: “And he shall take up from his handful, of the fi ne 
fl our of the meal-off ering, and of the oil thereof, and all the 
frank incense which is upon the meal-off ering” (Leviticus : ).

Th e baraita continues: And he then brings it up

and burns it in the service vessel. Th e Gemara asks: Does he 
really burn it in a service vessel? Rather, say: He brings it up 
to the altar in a service vessel in order to burn it.

Th e baraita continues: And he salts it and places it on the 
fi res. Th e Gemara cites the source: As it is writt en: “And every 
meal-off ering of yours you shall season with salt” (Leviticus 
: ).

Th e baraita continues: Aft er the handful is sacrifi ced, the 
remainders of the meal-off ering are eaten. Th e Gemara asks: 
From where do we derive this? As it is writt en: “And he shall 
bring it to Aaron’s sons, the priests…and the priest shall make 
the memorial part thereof smoke upon the altar” (Leviticus : ). 
Th e memorial part is the handful. And it is writt en aft erward: 
“But that which is left  of the meal-off ering shall be for Aaron 
and his sons” (Leviticus : ).

ֶאל  ״ְוִהְקִריָבּה  ְקָרא:  ָאַמר  ַנִמי!  ָהִכי  ְוֵאיָמא 
ַהְקָרָבה  ַמה  ״,  ח ְזּבֵ ַהּמִ ֶאל  ּה  יׁשָ ְוִהּגִ וגו'  ַהּכֵֹהן 

ְכִלי. ח ּבִ ה ֵאֶצל ִמְזּבֵ ׁשָ ְכִלי, ַאף ַהּגָ ֵאֶצל ּכֵֹהן ּבִ

ָלא  י ֵהיִכי ּדְ ק ֶאת ְלבֹוָנָתּה ְלַצד ֶאָחד״, ּכִ ״ּוְמַסּלֵ
ָידֹו  ִדְתַנן: ָקַמץ, ְוָעָלה ּבְ ֲהֵדי ִמְנָחה, ּכְ ְקמֹוץ ּבַ ּתִ

סּול. ר ֶמַלח אֹו קֹוֶרט ְלבֹוָנה – ּפָ ְרּגֵ ְצרֹור אֹו ּגַ

ְמָנַלן?  ְמָנּה״.  ׁשַ ה  ְתַרּבָ ּנִ ׁשֶ קֹום  ִמּמָ ״ְוקֹוֵמץ 
ְמָנּה״. ַ ּה ּוִמּשׁ ְרׂשָ ְמָנּה…ִמּגִ ַ ְלָתּה ּוִמּשׁ ְכִתיב: ״ִמּסָ ּדִ

ֵרת״.  ְכִלי ׁשָ ׁשֹו ּבִ ֵרת ּוְמַקּדְ ִלי ׁשָ ״ְונֹוְתנֹו ְלתֹוְך ּכְ
ֲהָוה  ּדַ ִמיֵדי  ִזיְמָנא!  ֲחָדא  ּה  ׁשָ ִקּדְ ָהא  ִלי?  ה  ָלּמָ
אר  ַצּוַ ּבְ ין  ַסּכִ יּה  ּתֵ יׁשְ ַקּדִ ּדְ ב  ּגַ ַעל  ַאף  ם  ּדָ ם,  ַאּדָ
ָהָכא  ֵרת,  ׁשָ ְכִלי  ּבִ ֵליּה  יׁש  ַמְקּדִ ֲהַדר  ֵהָמה,  ּבְ

ָנא. ַנִמי ָלא ׁשְ

ְכִתיב:  יו״, ּדִ ּבָ ט ֶאת ְלבֹוָנָתּה ְונֹוְתָנּה ַעל ּגַ ״ּוְמַלּקֵ
ְנָחה״. ר ַעל ַהּמִ בֹוָנה ֲאׁשֶ ל ַהּלְ ״ְוֵאת ּכָ

״ּוַמֲעֵלהּו

Perek II
Daf 15 Amud a

ֵרת ַמְקִטיר ֵליּה?  ְכִלי ׁשָ ֵרת״. ּבִ ְכִלי ׁשָ ּוַמְקִטירֹו ּבִ
ֵרת ְלַהְקִטירֹו. ְכִלי ׁשָ א ֵאיָמא: ַמֲעֵלהּו ּבִ ֶאּלָ

ְכִתיב:  ּדִ  – ים״  ִ ָהִאיּשׁ י  ּבֵ ּגַ ַעל  ְונֹוְתנֹו  ״ּומֹוְלחֹו 
ְמָלח״ וגו'. ַלח ּתִ ּמֶ ן ִמְנָחְתָך ּבַ ״ְוָכל ָקְרּבַ

ְכִתיב:  ָיֶריָה ֶנֱאָכִלין״. ְמָנַלן? ּדִ ״ָקֵרב ַהּקֹוֶמץ – ׁשְ
ּוְכִתיב:  וגו',  ָרָתּה״  ַאְזּכָ ֶאת  ַהּכֵֹהן  ״ְוִהְקִטיר 

ְנָחה ְלַאֲהרֹן ּוְלָבָניו״. ״ְוַהּנֹוֶתֶרת ִמן ַהּמִ

 In order that it not be removed along with the 
meal-offering – ִמְנָחה ֲהֵדי  ּבַ ְקמֹוץ  ּתִ ָלא   The verse :ּדְ
states: “He shall take from there his handful” (Leviti-
cus 2:2). If anything else is in his hand when he 
removes the handful, the handful will not be whole 
(Rashi; Tosefot HaRash).

 Although the knife sanctifies blood – ב ּגַ ַעל   ַאף 
ין יּה ַסּכִ ּתֵ יׁשְ ַקּדִ  The Gemara apparently indicates that :ּדְ
the slaughtering knives in the Temple must be con-
secrated as service vessels. According to Rabbeinu 
Efrayim, however, other statements in the Gemara 
prove that the knife need not be a service vessel. 
The Tosefot HaRash and the Tosefot HaRosh discuss 
this issue, and both note that there is no conclusive 
proof for either opinion. It is possible that the knife 
must be consecrated as a service vessel ab initio, but 
if one slaughtered with an unconsecrated knife the 
offering would be valid after the fact.

 Here too it is not different – ָנא -Ani :ָהָכא ַנִמי ָלא ׁשְ
mal offerings and meal-offerings are comparable in 
many ways. There are four sacrificial rites involved 
in animal offerings: Slaughter, receiving the blood, 
carrying it to the altar, and sprinkling it on the altar. 
There are likewise four sacrificial rites involved in the 
meal-offering: Removing the handful from the vessel, 
placing it in a service vessel, carrying it to the altar, 
and burning it on the altar. The initial placement of 
the entire meal-offering in a service vessel is not 
considered a true part of its service. The structure of 
tractate Menaĥot, which deals with meal-offerings, 
is parallel to that of tractate Zevaĥim, which deals 
with animal offerings.

NOTES

 Crumb [koret] – קֹוֶרט: This word refers to a small 
item or fraction, similar to the Greek κεράτιον, 
keration. The word carat, a measurement used for 
the weight of diamonds, may be derived from this 
Greek word. However, both may derive originally 
from older Semitic words. Some sources assert that 
koret is a variation of the word keretz, meaning slice 
or small piece.

LANGUAGE

 Came out in his hand – ָידֹו ּבְ  If the priest :ָעָלה 
removed the handful, and a pebble, a grain of salt, or 
a crumb of frankincense came up with it, it is invalid 
(Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Pesulei HaMukdashin 
11:3).
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