No. 5 - Toros, pt. 2 (Final Shiur)
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WHEN SPEAKING TORAH PUBLICLY, THE INTENT MUST BE TO HONOR AND POPULARIZE THE IDEA OF HOLINESS.>®
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1 | Keter Shem Tov, (Kehot ed. R. J. Immanuel Schochet) no. 220(c)

Love of Torah is a joyous, intoxicating experience.?'
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2 | ibid., no. 215>

It is OK to move during Tefillah, it is important and cathartic
to express your prayers physically,?’ and pay no mind to those
who look at this askance.
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3 | ibid, no. 341 (a)

“"All who say Israel sinned, are simply mistaken”. If we may say
it for King David,?' we can say it for ourselves as well. One
wants to believe that the concept of Teshuva really is this
big. It becomes clear that Teshuva is the theme of the Torah,

and the word of God to his people in general. We misunderstand

King David because we absentmindedly assume his Teshuva is
remotely anything like ours. We don’t understand the
earthshattering repentance he undertakes. Just like Avraham
does for the concept of Hesed, so too King David for Teshuva.
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4 | Tzava’at ha-Rivash, no. 13

Ba’al Shem Tov’s Toros were often disguised as ready-made
Eitzot. Here we are provided with a powerful mindfulness
exercise designed to win the struggle with the Evil
Inclination.?’ Let the words of prophecy course through you when
you encounter base desire.

NI Aapn Sw Q'P1027 TANY IN [vn] ATNaY RS INAD oON
J[RRA] DAD TON R N NN TP ovapna

“RVI0 X7X 1'K KON TIT MNIKD D" - .0 naw 2
% See David deSteno, “The Only Way to Keep Your New Year's Resolutions”, New York Times 12/29/17:
“Humans are notoriously bad at resisting temptation, especially (as research confirms) if we're
busy, tired or stressed... this view of self-control is wrong...We too often think about
self-improvement and the pursuit of our goals in bracing, self-flagellating terms: | will do better, |
will muscle through, | will wake up earlier. But it doesn’t need to be that way, and it shouldn’t:
Self-control isn’t about feeling miserable.
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5 | ibid., no. 1417

It is told in the name of R. Mordechai of Neshchiz that the
repentance is hidden within the sin like the o0il in the olive.?
Rebbe Nachman?® taught that there’s always still a little spark

of goodness that can redeem the deepest sinner.

“At the end of the day, the law is the law and sin is sin, and
we are not coming to permit the forbidden.” But we cannot
ignore the fact that the first human being, yetzir kapav of God
Almighty had a claim: “Come, and see the works of God; He is
terrible in His doing toward the children of men.”?’
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27 See Rishfei Aish, p. 17 (quoting Likkutei Amarim of the Maggid no. 217; Maggid Devarav I’Ya’akov par.
Tetzaveh). | heard from a hidden Tzaddik that “Chassidus made innovations in three major areas: Torah,
Tefillah, & determinism”. Here, the Ba’al Shem sounds a decidedly radical note when appreciated in full.
“Misnagdim wanted to chase away the darkness with stakes. Chassidus said, just turn on a light.” | would
say that perhaps determinism in Chassidus is always an ex post facto idea - it is never there to sanction
sin a priori, but rather recognized as the first step in allowing the sinner to imagine the possibility of
Teshuva.
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12 wiza? nnx 1w | (itself. Basically still in the category of 'loving the sinner & hating the sin', etc
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2 Ps. 66:5. An accusation by Adam ha-Rishon against God (Tanhuma par. Vayeshev no. 4): “this is a set
up”. A conspiracy. He is saying that death was already a part of the master plan, always supposed to be
this way, so why get so angry at me for sin, for bringing death into the world? The Medrash does not offer
any defense of God. Same question may be asked about getting Ya’akov Avinu down to Egypt.

22 Besht: The Light from the Forest



6 | no. 110

Serving God through joy alone is frivolity. Serving God through
fear alone is depressing. Proper service of God requires both,?*°
even though lived human experience is very different than this.
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