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and we give it to the priests.H  Ezra penalized the Levites for not 
ascending with him from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael by taking 
away their right to the fi rst tithe. Consequently, the owner of 
the produce can no longer recite the declaration of tithes, which 
includes the statement: “I have done according to all that You have 
commanded me” (Deuteronomy : ), as he did not give the 
tithe to the Levites.

Th e Gemara asks: And let him at least declare that he donated 
the other tithes in the proper manner. Reish Lakish said: Any 
house that does not state the declarationH  about the fi rst tithe 
can no longer state the declaration of the other types of tithes. 
Th e Gemara asks: What is the reason for this? Abaye said: Because 
the writt en verse began the declaration with the tithe given to the 
Levites: “And I also gave it to the Levite, and to the stranger, to 
the orphan, and to the widow, in accordance with all Your mitzvot 
that You commanded me” (Deuteronomy : ). If he cannot say 
the fi rst part of the declaration, he cannot say the rest.

Th e Gemara poses a question: Th e fact that Rabbi Yoĥanan canceled 
the declaration of tithes proves by inference that they would 
separate tithes in his days. But isn’t it taught (Toseft a : ): He, 
Yoĥanan the High Priest, also canceled the declaration of tithes 
and decreed with regard to doubtfully tithed produce [demai]?N  
Why did he issue this decree? Because he sent messengers through-
out the land, to all the borders of Eretz YisraelH  to investigate, and 
saw that they would separate only teruma gedola,N  and as for 
fi rst tithe and second tithe, some people would tithe and some 
people would not tithe.

He said to them: My sons, come and I will tell you something: 
Just as the halakhot of teruma gedola include a transgression pun-
ishable by death at the hand of God, as one who ate produce from 
which teruma has not been separated is punished with death from 
Heaven, so too, the teruma of the tithe, the portion the Levites 
must separate from their fi rst tithe and give to priests, and untithed 
produce, these include a transgression punishable by death at 
the hand of God, if the produce is eaten without the tithes having 
been taken.

Realizing that it was uncertain with regard to whether or not people 
were separating tithes, he arose and instituted an ordinance for 
themH  with regard to doubtfully tithed produce: One who pur-
chases produce from an am ha’aretz, which may or may not have 
been tithed, must separate from the produce fi rst tithe and second 
tithe due to the uncertainty as to whether or not the am ha’aretz 
separated them. As for fi rst tithe, he then separates teruma of the 
tithe from it and gives it to a priest, and with regard to second 
tithe, he goes up and eats it in Jerusalem. However, with regard 
to the giving of fi rst tithe to the Levite, and the poor man’s tithe, 
which can be eaten by anyone, as the Levites and the poor only have 
monetary rights to the produce, the burden of proof rests upon 
the claimant. Since the Levites and the poor cannot prove that 
these tithes had not already been set aside by the am ha’aretz, they 
cannot force the buyer to give them those tithes.

In any case, the Gemara proves from the baraita that not all people 
would separate tithes in the time of Yoĥanan the High Priest. Th e 
Gemara answers: He instituted two ordinances: He canceled the 
declaration of tithes of those devoted to the meticulous obser-
vance of mitzvot [ĥaverim], especially halakhot of teruma and 
tithes, and he decreed with regard to doubtfully tithed produce 
purchased from amei ha’aretz, because they may not have separated 
tithes at all.

Perek IX
Daf 48 Amud a

ַוֲאַנן ָקא ָיֲהִביַנן ַלּכֲֹהִנים.

ֵריׁש  ֲאַמר  רֹות!  ַמַעׂשְ ָאר  ְ ַאּשׁ ְולֹוֵדי 
ַעל  ה  ִמְתַוּדֶ ֵאין  ׁשֶ ִית  ּבַ ל  ּכָ ָלִקיׁש: 
ה  ִמְתַוּדֶ ֵאין  ׁשּוב  ִראׁשֹון,  ר  ַמֲעׂשֵ
ַטֲעָמא?  ַמאי  רֹות.  ַמַעׂשְ ָאר  ׁשְ ַעל 
תּוב  ַהּכָ ּבֹו  ּוָפַתח  הֹוִאיל  ֵיי:  ַאּבַ ָאַמר 

ה. ִחיּלָ ּתְ

ְוָהא  י,  ַמְפְרׁשֵ ָהוּו  י  ַאְפרּוׁשֵ ּדְ ָלל  ִמּכְ
ְוָגַזר  יּדּוי  ַהּוִ ֶאת  ל  יּטֵ ּבִ הּוא  ַאף  ְנָיא:  ּתַ
בּול  ּגְ ָכל  ּבְ ַלח  ָ ּשׁ ׁשֶ ְלִפי  ַמאי,  ַהּדְ ַעל 
א  ֶאּלָ ין  ַמְפִריׁשִ ֵאין  ׁשֶ ְוָרָאה  ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ
ר ִראׁשֹון  ְלַבד, ּוַמֲעׂשֵ דֹוָלה ּבִ רּוָמה ּגְ ּתְ
ִרין ּוִמְקָצָתן  ִני ִמְקָצָתן ְמַעּשְׂ ר ׁשֵ ּוַמֲעׂשֵ

ִרין. ֵאין ְמַעּשְׂ

ָלֶכם:  ְואֹוַמר  ּבֹואּו  ַני,  ּבָ ָלֶהם:  ָאַמר 
ֲעוֹן  ּה  ּבָ ֵיׁש  דֹוָלה  ּגְ רּוָמה  ּתְ ׁשֶ ם  ׁשֵ ּכְ
ֵיׁש  ְוֶטֶבל  ר  ַמֲעׂשֵ רּוַמת  ּתְ ְך  ּכָ ִמיָתה, 

ֶהן ֲעוֹן ִמיָתה. ּבָ

ירֹות ֵמַעם  ָעַמד ְוִהְתִקין ָלֶהם: ַהּלֹוֵקח ּפֵ
ִראׁשֹון  ר  ַמֲעׂשֵ ֵמֶהן  ַמְפִריׁש   – ָהָאֶרץ 
ַמְפִריׁש  ִראׁשֹון  ר  ַמֲעׂשֵ ִני,  ׁשֵ ר  ּוַמֲעׂשֵ
ְלכֵֹהן.  ְונֹוְתָנּה  ר  ַמֲעׂשֵ רּוַמת  ּתְ ה  ּנָ ִמּמֶ
ַלִים.  ירּוׁשָ ִני עֹוֶלה ְואֹוְכלֹו ּבִ ר ׁשֵ ּוַמֲעׂשֵ
ר ָעִני – ַהּמֹוִציא  ר ִראׁשֹון ּוַמֲעׂשֵ ַמֲעׂשֵ

ֵמֲחֵבירֹו ָעָליו ָהְרָאָיה!

ֲחֵביִרים, ְוָגַזר  ל ִויּדּוי ּדַ יּטֵ ן, ּבִ ּקֵ י ּתִ ְרּתֵ ּתַ
י ָהָאֶרץ. ל ַעּמֵ ַמאי ׁשֶ ַעל ּדְ

 And we give it to the priests – ַוֲאַנן ָקא ָיֲהִביַנן ַלּכֲֹהִנים: Ezra 
penalized the Levites of his time for not ascending to Jeru-
salem with him, decreeing that they should not receive the 
first tithe but that it should go to the priests instead. The 
Radbaz and the Kesef Mishne both state that the decree 
applied only in Ezra’s time, but afterward the tithe could 
be given either to the Levites or the priests (Rambam Sefer 
Zera’im, Hilkhot Ma’asrot 1:4).

 Any house that does not state the declaration, etc. – ל  ּכָ
ה וכו׳ ֵאין ִמְתַוּדֶ ִית ׁשֶ  One may recite the declaration of tithes :ּבַ
only if none of the gifts remain in his possession, as it is 
stated: “I have cleared the sacred things from my house” 
(Deuteronomy 26:13). The Rambam indicates that not only 
does holding on to the first tithe preclude the recitation of 
the declaration, but one may not recite the declaration if 
he has failed to give any of the gifts in the proper manner 
(Rambam Sefer Zera’im, Hilkhot Ma’aser Sheni 11:7).

 He sent throughout the land, to all the borders of 
Eretz Yisrael, etc. – וכו׳ ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ בּול  ּגְ ָכל  ּבְ ַלח  ָ  In the days :ּשׁ
of Yoĥanan the High Priest, the Sanhedrin conducted an 
investigation and found that all were careful to separate 
teruma gedola, but some amei ha’aretz were lax in the 
proper separation of both the first and second tithes and 
the tithe for the poor. Consequently, they decreed that only 
ĥaverim could be relied upon with regard to tithes, and the 
produce of amei ha’aretz was considered doubtfully tithed 
and could not be eaten until it was tithed by the new owner. 
Such produce is called demai (Rambam Sefer Zera’im, Hilkhot 
Ma’asrot 9:1).

 He arose and instituted an ordinance for them, etc. – ָעַמד 
 The Sages decreed that one must separate :ְוִהְתִקין ָלֶהם וכו׳
the teruma of the tithe from doubtfully tithed produce, as 
its consumption is punished by death from Heaven. One 
must likewise set aside the second tithe. Since it is eaten by 
the owner, he incurs no financial loss by doing so. However, 
the first tithe and the poor man’s tithe are not given from 
doubtfully tithed produce, as it is not certain that they have 
not been separated by the am ha’aretz, and the burden 
of proof rests upon the claimant (Rambam Sefer Zera’im, 
Hilkhot Ma’asrot 9:2).

HALAKHA

 And decreed with regard to doubtfully tithed produce 
[demai] – ַמאי ַהּדְ ַעל   The standard explanation of the :ְוָגַזר 
word demai is that it is an acronym of the Aramaic da mai, 
meaning: This, what is it? In other words, is this produce 
tithed or not? The eponymous tractate in the order of 
Zera’im is devoted to the halakhot of doubtfully tithed 
produce, which addresses issues such as which doubtfully 
tithed produce requires tithing, and who is believed when 
they claim to have separated tithes in the proper man-
ner. The general practice with regard to doubtfully tithed 
produce is to assume most amei ha’aretz do separate tithes 
properly, but nevertheless a decree was instituted due to 
the minority who neglected to do so.

 Only teruma gedola – ְלַבד דֹוָלה ּבִ רּוָמה ּגְ  The reason why :ּתְ
they would separate teruma gedola is because they would 
have to give only a small amount, generally 2 percent, and 
according to Torah law even a single grain will exempt an 
entire pile. Another reason why they viewed teruma gedola 
differently is because it has special sanctity, as the halakhot 
of ritual purity apply to it from the moment it has been 
separated and it is prohibited to non-priests. By contrast, 
since tithes can be eaten like regular produce, the amei 
ha’aretz did not consider them to be sacred. They were 
also not concerned for the general prohibition of untithed 
produce, and ignored the fact that the first tithe contains 
within it the teruma of the tithe, which must be given to a 
priest and has the status of teruma in all regards.

NOTES
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§ Th e mishna further taught: He also nullifi ed the actions of the 
awakeners. Th e Gemara poses a question: What are awakeners? 
Raĥava says: On each and every day when the Levites stood 
on the platform in the Temple they would say: “Awake, why do 
you sleep, O Lord?” (Psalms : ). Th erefore, they were called 
awakeners. Yoĥanan the High Priest said to them: Does the Omni-
present sleep, that you call upon Him to awaken? But isn’t it already 
stated: “Behold, He that keeps Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps” 
(Psalms : )? Rather, when the Jewish people are in a state of 
suff ering, and the nations of the world are in a state of calm and 
serenity, it is with regard to this that it is stated: “Awake, why do 
you sleep, O Lord?” If the verse were to be recited every morning it 
would be interpreted in the wrong way, so Yoĥanan the High Priest 
therefore canceled the daily recitation of this verse.

Th e mishna also taught that Yoĥanan the High Priest canceled the 
strikers. Th e Gemara asks: What are strikers? Rav Yehuda says that 
Shmuel says: Th ey are those who would scratch the calf being 
prepared for slaughter as an off ering between its horns, in order 
that blood should fall in its eyes, so that the animal would not see 
and resist being slaughtered. He came and nullifi ed this practice, 
because it looked like they are causing a blemish.

A diff erent explanation of strikers was taught in a baraita (Toseft a 
: ): Th ey are those who would beat the calf with sticks, to stun it 

before it was slaughtered, in the manner that they do it before idols. 
Yoĥanan the High Priest said to them: Until when will you feed 
unslaughtered animal carcasses to the altar? Th e Gemara asks: Are 
these animal carcasses actually unslaughtered animal carcasses? 
Th ey were slaughtered, i.e., they did not die of their own accord. 
Rather, he said that the beatings would cause them to become like 
animals with a wound that will cause them to die within twelve 
months [tereifot], as perhaps these beatings will perforate the 
membrane surrounding the brain, which would make the calf a 
tereifa. He therefore arose and instituted an ordinance for them to 
put ringsB  in the ground with which they could secure the animals, 
thereby making it easier to slaughter the animals without having to 
scratch them between the horns or hit them with sticks.

Th e mishna stated that until the days of Yoĥanan the High Priest the 
hammer of smiths would strike in Jerusalem. Th e Gemara explains: 
Th is is referring to the intermediate days of a Festival. Th ough 
certain types of labor are permitt ed on those days, the banging of a 
hammer was outlawed, as the noise it made would detract from the 
feeling of sanctity of the day.

Th ey further taught that in all of his days a person did not need to 
inquire with regard to doubtfully tithed produce. Th e Gemara 
notes that this is like that which we stated above, that he instituted 
an ordinance with regard to the tithing of doubtfully tithed 
produce.

mishna Th is mishna continues with the list of items 
that were nullifi ed. From the time when the 

Sanhedrin ceasedN  song was also nullifi ed from the places of 
feasts,H  i.e., it was no longer permitt ed to sing at a feast where wine 
was served, as it is stated: “With song they shall not drink wine” 
(Isaiah : ).

From the time when the early prophets died the Urim VeTummim 
was nullified. From the time when the Second Temple was 
destroyed the shamir worm ceased to exist and also the sweetness 
of the honeycomb, as the verse says with regard to the laws of 
the Torah: “More to be desired are they than gold, indeed, than 
much fi ne gold; sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb” 
(Psalms : ). And men of faith ceased from being among the 
Jewish people, as it is stated: “Help, Lord, for the pious man is 
fi nished; for the faithful fail from among the children of men” 
(Psalms : ).

ל ֶאת ַהְמעֹוְרִרים״. ַמאי  יּטֵ ״ְוַאף הּוא ּבִ
ְויֹום  יֹום  ָכל  ּבְ ַרֲחָבה:  ָאַמר  ְמעֹוְרִרים? 
ָהיּו עֹוְמִדים ְלִוִּים ַעל ּדּוָכן ְואֹוְמִרים:  ׁשֶ
ְוִכי  ָלֶהן:  ָאַמר  ה'״.  ן  ִתיׁשַ ה  ָלּמָ ״עּוָרה 
ָבר  ּכְ ַוֲהלֹא  קֹום?  ַהּמָ ִלְפֵני  יָנה  ׁשֵ ֵיׁש 
ׁשֹוֵמר  ן  ִייׁשָ ְולֹא  ָינּום  לֹא  ה  ״ִהּנֵ ֶנֱאַמר: 
רּוִיין  ׁשְ ָרֵאל  ִּיׂשְ ׁשֶ ְזַמן  ּבִ א,  ֶאּלָ ָרֵאל״!  ִיׂשְ
ְלָוה,  ְוׁשַ ַנַחת  ּבְ ָהעֹוָלם  ְואּוּמֹות  ַצַער  ּבְ

ן ה'״. ה ִתיׁשַ ְלָכְך ֶנֱאַמר: ״עּוָרה ָלּמָ

ָאַמר  נֹוְקִפים?  ַמאי  ַהּנֹוְקִפים״.  ״ְוֶאת 
ָהיּו ְמָסְרִטין  מּוֵאל: ׁשֶ ַרב ְיהּוָדה ָאַמר ׁשְ
ֵעיָניו.  ּבְ ם  ּדָ ִּיּפֹול  ׁשֶ ֵדי  ּכְ ַקְרָניו  ין  ּבֵ ָלֵעֶגל 
י  ּכִ ֶמיֱחֵזי  ּדְ ּום  ִמּשׁ ֵטיל,  ּבָ ִאיהּו  ֲאָתא 

מּוָמא.

אֹותֹו  חֹוְבִטין  ָהיּו  ׁשֶ ָנא:  ּתָ ַמְתִניָתא  ּבְ
ִלְפֵני  אֹותֹו  ין  עֹוׂשִ ׁשֶ ֶדֶרְך  ּכְ ַמְקלֹות,  ּבְ
ם  ַאּתֶ ָמַתי  ַעד  ָלֶהם:  ָאַמר  ָזָרה.  ֲעבֹוָדה 
ְנֵבילֹות?   ! ח ְזּבֵ ַלּמִ ְנֵבילֹות  ַמֲאִכיִלין 
א  ּמָ ׁשֶ ְטֵריפֹות,  א  ֶאּלָ ְלהּו!  ֵחיט  ׁשָ ָהא 
, ָעַמד ְוִהְתִקין ָלֶהם  ל מֹוח ב ְקרּום ׁשֶ ִניּקַ

ְרַקע. ּקַ עֹות ּבַ ַטּבָ

ַלִים״.  ירּוׁשָ ה ּבִ יׁש ַמּכֶ ּטִ ״ַעד ָיָמיו ָהָיה ּפַ
ל מֹוֵעד. חּוּלֹו ׁשֶ ּבְ

אֹול ַעל  ל ָיָמיו לֹא ָהָיה ָאָדם ָצִריְך ִלׁשְ ״ּכָ
ַדֲאָמַרן. ַמאי״ – ּכְ ַהּדְ

ֵטל  ּבָ  – ַסְנֶהְדִרין  ְטָלה  ּבָ ֶ ִמּשׁ מתני׳ 
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ אֹות,  ּתָ ׁשְ ַהּמִ ית  ִמּבֵ יר  ִ ַהּשׁ

ּתּו ָיִין״ וגו'. יר לֹא ִיׁשְ ִ ּשׁ ״ּבַ

ְטלּו  ּבָ  – ָהִראׁשֹוִנים  ְנִביִאים  תּו  ּמֵ ֶ ִמּשׁ
ׁש –  ְקּדָ ית ַהּמִ ָחַרב ּבֵ ֶ ים. ִמּשׁ אּוִרים ְותּוּמִ
י  ִמיר, ְונֹוֶפת צּוִפים, ּוָפְסקּו ַאְנׁשֵ ָ ֵטל ַהּשׁ ּבָ
יָעה ה'  ֱאַמר: ״הֹוׁשִ ּנֶ ָרֵאל, ׁשֶ ֲאָמָנה ִמִּיׂשְ

י ָגַמר ָחִסיד״ וגו'. ּכִ

 Rings – עֹות  These rings, described in the mishna in :ַטּבָ
tractate Middot and elsewhere, were large, fashioned out 
of metal, and attached to the ground. Prior to slaughter, 
the animal’s head would be put through the ring and the 
animal would be tied. This would enable the slaughter-
ing to be done in an unhurried manner, without endan-
gering the one doing the slaughtering and without fear 
of the act being disqualified. There were twenty-four 
rings, one for each priestly watch.

Rings in the Temple courtyard

BACKGROUND

 From the time when the Sanhedrin ceased – ְטָלה ּבָ ֶ  ִמּשׁ
 The Jerusalem Talmud offers other reasons, not :ַסְנֶהְדִרין
derived from the Bible, for this halakha. One explanation 
is that the authority of the Sanhedrin was sufficient to 
make sure people did not sing songs with ribald lyrics at 
parties with wine. After the dissolution of the Sanhed-
rin, the Sages saw that people were singing improper 
songs at these parties and consequently banned them 
entirely. The Gemara there also adds that in the time of 
the Sanhedrin, the Sages would institute additional days 
of rejoicing when the Jewish people were saved from 
trouble. Once the Sanhedrin was dissolved, these days 
could no longer be instituted.

NOTES

 Song was also nullified from the places of feasts, etc. – 
וכו׳ אֹות  ּתָ ׁשְ ַהּמִ ית  ִמּבֵ יר  ִ ַהּשׁ ֵטל   The Sages decreed that :ּבָ
one may not play musical instruments or anything that 
produces the sound of music intended for enjoyment. 
The Rema writes that some authorities hold that the 
prohibition applies only to people, such as kings, who 
habitually listen to music, in addition to the prohibition 
with regard to drinking houses. It is also prohibited to 
listen to such instruments. These prohibitions are in com-
memoration of the destruction of the Temple. For the 
same reason it is prohibited even to sing, even without 
instruments, while drinking wine. The Baĥ, in accordance 
with the Gemara, rules stringently that one may not sing 
even if he is not drinking wine.

The custom throughout all of Israel is to sing and recite 
praises over wine to express thanks for the kindness of 
God. If singing is performed for the sake of a mitzva, such 
as at a feast for a circumcision or at a wedding, then all of 
the above is permitted (Rema). The halakhic authorities 
of our generation discuss the practical applications of 
this halakha (Rambam Sefer Zemanim, Hilkhot Ta’anit 5:14; 
Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 560:3).

HALAKHA
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says that Rabbi Yehoshua testi-
fi ed: From the day the Temple was destroyed there is no day 
that does not include some form of curse. And since then 
the dew has not descended for blessing, and the taste has 
been removed from fruit. Rabbi Yosei says: Since then, the 
fat of fruit has also been removed. Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar 
says: Since then, the lost purity has removed the taste and 
the aroma from fruit; the tithes that were not separated have 
removed the fat of the grain. And the Sages say: Promiscuity 
and witchcraft  have consumed it all.

gemara Th e Gemara poses a question with regard 
to the fi rst clause of the mishna: And 

from where is it derived that the verse: “With song they shall not 
drink wine” (Isaiah : ) is writt en about the period from the 
time when the Sanhedrin was nullifi ed? Rav Huna, son of Rav 
Yehoshua, said: From that which the verse states: “Th e Elders 
have ceased from the gate, the young men from their music” 
(Lamentations : ). Th is indicates that the dissolution of the 
Sanhedrin, who are the Elders from the gate, is linked to the end 
of the young men singing.

Rav said: Th e ear that hears song should be uprooted, as it is 
prohibited to listen to music aft er the destruction of the Temple. 
Rava said: If there is song in a house there will be destruction 
on the threshold, as it is stated: “Voices shall sing in the win-
dows; desolation shall be in the doorposts; for its cedar work 
shall be uncovered” (Zephaniah : ).

Th e word “uncovered” [era] could be read to mean: Its city [ira]. 
Th e Gemara asks: What is the meaning of: For its cedar work 
shall be its city? Furthermore, Rabbi Yitzĥak wondered when 
he said: Is a house interlaced with cedars not as strong as a city, 
and therefore not threatened by desolation? Rather, it means 
that even a house interlaced with cedars will become unstable 
[mitroe’a] if song is heard there. Rav Ashi said: Learn from it 
that when the destruction starts it starts with the threshold, as 
it is stated: “Desolation shall be in the posts.” And if you wish, 
say instead that they derive this idea from here: “In the city is 
left  desolation, and the gate is smitt en unto ruin [she’iyya]”N B  
(Isaiah : ). Th e term “ruin” here is referring to the destructive 
demon known as She’iyya, who strikes the gate fi rst. Mar bar Rav 
Ashi said: I saw it, this She’iyya, and it was goring and wreaking 
havoc like an ox.

Rav Huna said: Th e song of those who pull shipsN  and lead the 
herdB  is permitt ed, for their singing assists them to establish a 
rhythm in their work. However, that of weavers is forbidden, as 
they sing only for their own enjoyment. Th e Gemara relates that 
subsequently, Rav Huna nullifi ed all types of song, and this led 
to a general blessing: Th e price of one hundred ducks stood at 
a dinar, and one hundred se’a of wheat at a dinar, and there 
was no desire for them even at such a cheap price, due to their 
great abundance. Later, when Rav Ĥisda came and belitt led 
this prohibition, people began to sing again. As a result, prices 
increased greatly, and this led to a situation whereby one wanted 
a single duck for one dinar and it could not be found.

י  ַרּבִ ֵהִעיד  אֹוֵמר,  ְמִליֵאל  ּגַ ן  ּבֶ ְמעֹון  ׁשִ ן  ַרּבָ
ֵאין   – ׁש  ְקּדָ ַהּמִ ית  ּבֵ ָחַרב  ׁשֶ ִמּיֹום   : ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ
ִלְבָרָכה,  ל  ַהּטַ ָיַרד  ְולֹא  ְקָלָלה,  ּבֹו  ֵאין  ׁשֶ יֹום 
ל  י יֹוֵסי אֹוֵמר: ַאף ִניּטַ ירֹות. ַרּבִ ל ַטַעם ַהּפֵ ְוִניּטַ
אֹוֵמר:  ֶאְלָעָזר  ן  ּבֶ ְמעֹון  ׁשִ י  ַרּבִ ירֹות.  ַהּפֵ ן  ׁשּוּמַ
 . ָהֵריח ְוֶאת  ַעם  ַהּטַ ֶאת  ָנְטָלה   – ֳהָרה  ַהּטָ
ַוֲחָכִמים  ָגן.  ַהּדָ ן  ׁשּוּמַ ֶאת  ָנְטלּו   – רֹות  ַעׂשְ ַהּמַ

יּלּו ֶאת ַהּכֹל. ִפים ּכִ ׁשָ אֹוְמִרים: ַהְּזנּות ְוַהּכְ

ִתיב? ֲאַמר  ְטָלה ַסְנֶהְדִרי ּכְ ּבָ ֶ ִמּשׁ אי ּדְ גמ׳ ּוִמּמַ
ְקָרא:  ָאַמר  ּדְ  , ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ ַרב  ּדְ ֵריּה  ּבְ הּוָנא  ַרב 

ִגיָנָתם״! חּוִרים ִמּנְ ָבתּו ּבַ ַער ׁשָ ַ ״ְזֵקִנים ִמּשׁ

ָעֵקר. ֲאַמר  ְמָעא ִזְמָרא ּתֵ ׁשָ ֲאַמר ַרב: אּוְדָנא ּדְ
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ֵסיָפא, ׁשֶ ֵביָתא חּוְרָבא ּבְ ָרָבא: ִזְמָרא ּבְ

י ַאְרָזה ֵעָרה״. ף ּכִ ּסַ ַחּלֹון חֶֹרב ּבַ ״קֹול ְיׁשֹוֵרר ּבַ

ִית  ּבַ ִיְצָחק:  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר  ֵעָרה״?  ַאְרָזה  י  ״ּכִ ַמאי 
ִית  א ֲאִפיּלּו ּבַ ֲאָרִזים ִעיר הּוא? ֶאּלָ ְך ּבָ ַהְמסּוּבָ
י:  ַאׁשִ ַרב  ֲאַמר   . ִמְתרֹוֵעע ֲאָרִזים  ּבַ ְך  ַהְמסּוּבָ
ֵסיָפא ַמְתִחיל,  י ַמְתִחיל חּוְרָבא ּבְ ּה, ּכִ ַמע ִמיּנָ ׁשְ
ֵעית ֵאיָמא, ֵמָהָכא:  ף״. ְוִאיּבָ ּסַ ֱאַמר: ״חֶֹרב ּבַ ּנֶ ׁשֶ
י:  ַאׁשִ ַרב  ר  ּבַ ָמר  ֲאַמר  ַער״.  ׁשָ ת  ֻיּכַ ִאָּיה  ״ּוׁשְ

י ּתֹוָרא. ח ּכִ ְלִדיִדי ֲחִזי ֵליּה, ּוְמַנּגַ

ֵרי,  ׁשָ  – ֵרי  ּוְדַבּקָ ֵדי  ְדַנּגָ ִזְמָרא  הּוָנא:  ַרב  ֲאַמר 
ָקם  ִזְמָרא.  ֵטיל  ּבָ הּוָנא  ַרב  ֲאִסיר.   – ֵאי  ַגְרּדָ ּדְ
זּוָזא ְוָלא  י ּבְ זּוָזא ּוֵמָאה ְסָאה ִחיּטֵ ֵמָאה ַאְווֵזי ּבְ
ֵעאי  ִאיּבָ יּה,  ּבֵ ַזְלֵזיל  א  ִחְסּדָ ַרב  ֲאָתא  ֵעי.  ִאיּבָ

ח. ּכַ ּתַ זּוָזא ְוָלא ִמׁשְ ַאְווָזא ּבְ

 The gate is smitten unto ruin [she’iyya] – ַער ׁשָ ת  ֻיּכַ ִאָּיה   In a :ׁשְ
responsum of one of the ge’onim, perhaps Rav Hai Gaon, it states 
that the she’iyya is a type of a worm that eats through wood, and 
that is what Mar bar Rav Ashi was referring to when he claimed 
to have seen it.

 The song of those who pull ships, etc. – ֵדי וכו׳ -Accord :ִזְמָרא ְדַנּגָ
ing to Rashi, the factor that determines the permissibility of the 
singing is whether the singing aids the labor. Those who pull ships 
or lead the herd must work in a steady rhythm, so their song is 

allowed. The weavers do not require singing to help them in their 
work, so it is prohibited. This would mean that an active reason 
is needed to permit singing. The ge’onim, however, explain that 
the difference lies in the content of the songs. They explain that 
Rav Huna listened to the songs of those pulling ships and leading 
the herd and found nothing inappropriate, whereas the songs of 
weavers and tanners included licentious verses, and that is why he 
banned them. According to this, the default opinion is that singing 
is permitted.

NOTES

 The gate is smitten unto ruin [she’iyya] – ת ִאָּיה ֻיּכַ  ׁשְ
ַער  According to the ge’onim, who say that she’iyya :ׁשָ
refers to a type of woodworm, the reason why the 
destruction begins at the entrance to the house is that 
the door and its posts are generally made of wood. 
The destruction caused by the woodworm weakens 
the posts, causing the upper beams, whose weight is 
not properly supported, to collapse. The woodworms’ 
burrowing can sound like a constant rapping, perhaps 
suggesting the comparison to the ramming of an ox.

 Those who pull ships and lead the herd – ֵדי  ַנּגָ
ֵרי  In inland rivers and streams, particularly :ּוְדַבּקָ
when there was a need to travel against the current, 
there were several strategies employed to assist those 
directing the boat. Small boats, and some large ships, 
would use oars. Medium sized cargo ships would be 
pulled by ropes, and there was a path on the riverbank 
designated for those who pulled the ropes. Those 
who pulled the ropes, as well as those who plowed 
with oxen, would sing in order to set a specific pace 
to their walking. It was important for all those pull-
ing the ropes to be working in unison. In tractate 
Pesaĥim (112b), there is an example of one of these 
rhythmic songs.

Roman relief of slaves pulling a boat containing wine barrels

BACKGROUND
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Rav Yosef said: If men sing and women respond, this is licentious-
ness. If women sing and men respond, it causes the evil inclination 
to burn as if one were sett ing fi re to chips of kindling. Th e Gemara 
poses a question: What diff erence is there? Rav Yosef indicates that 
in any case both are prohibited. Th e Gemara answers: To nullify 
one before the other, i.e., if it is impossible to ban singing entirely, 
they should at least stop the most problematic form.

Rabbi Yoĥanan says: Anyone who drinks wine with the accompa-
niment of four types of instrumentsN  brings fi ve types of retribu-
tion to the world, as it is stated: “Woe to them who rise early in 
the morning, that they may follow strong drink; who tarry late 
into the night, until wine infl ames them.  And the harp and the 
psaltery, the drum and the pipe and wine, are at their feasts, but 
they do not regard the work of the Lord” (Isaiah : – ).

Aft er listing the sin of those who drink wine with musical accompa-
niment, the verse states their punishment: What is writt en aft er-
ward? “Th erefore, My people have gone into captivity, for want 
of knowledge” (Isaiah : ), meaning that they cause exile to the 
world; “and their honorable men are famished” (Isaiah : ), as 
they bring famine to the world; “and their multitude are parched 
with thirst” (Isaiah : ), that they cause the Torah, which is 
compared to water, to be forgott en by those who learn it. “And 
mankind is bowed down, and man is humbled” (Isaiah : ), that 
they cause the enemy of the Holy One, Blessed be He, i.e., God 
Himself, to be brought down, as “man” in the phrase “and man is 
humbled” means nothing other than the Holy One, Blessed be He, 
as it is stated: “Th e Lord is a man of war” (Exodus : ). Th e verse 
continues: “And the eyes of the loft y are humbled” (Isaiah : ), 
that they cause the Jewish people to be brought down. Th ese are 
the fi ve retributions.

And what punishment is writt en aft erward for the people who 
drank wine with musical accompaniment? “Th erefore, 

the netherworld has enlarged her desire, and opened her mouth 
without measure, and down goes their glory and their tumult and 
their uproar, and he who rejoices among them” (Isaiah : ). 
Th eir punishment is that they shall descend into the netherworld.

§ Th e mishna taught: From the time when the early prophets died, 
the Urim VeTummim was nullifi ed. Th e Gemara poses a question: 
Who are the early prophets? Rav Huna says: Th is is referring to 
David, and Samuel, and Solomon, and aft er their death the Urim 
VeTummim was no longer used. Rav Naĥman said: In the days of 
David there were times an answer rose upN  for them from the Urim 
VeTummim and there were times an answer did not rise up, i.e., they 
did not receive an answer. Th e proof for this is that Tzadok, the 
High Priest in David’s time, asked the Urim VeTummim and an 
answer rose up for him, whereas Abiathar asked and an answer 
did not rise up for him, as it is stated: “And Abiathar went up” 
(  Samuel : ), and he was removed from serving as the High 
Priest as a result.

Rabba bar Shmuel raises an objection: Th e verse states concerning 
Uzziah: “And he set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah, 
who had an understanding of the vision of God” (  Chronicles 

: ). What, is the verse not stating that Uzziah would seek God 
by asking questions of the Urim VeTummim, despite the fact that 
he lived aft er the time of Solomon? Th e Gemara rejects this claim: 
No, he would seek God by asking questions of the prophets, but 
not of the Urim VeTummim.

ִריצּוָתא;  י – ּפְ ְבֵרי ְוָעֵני ָנׁשֵ ֲאַמר ַרב יֹוֵסף: ָזְמֵרי ּגַ
ְלַמאי  עֹוֶרת.  ּנְ ּבַ ֵאׁש  ּכְ  – ְבֵרי  ּגַ ְוָעֵני  י  ָנׁשֵ ָזְמֵרי 

י ָהא. ּמֵ ּה? ְלַבּטּוֵלי ָהא ִמּקַ ַנְפָקא ִמיּנָ

ִמיֵני  ָעה  ַאְרּבָ ּבְ ֹוֶתה  ַהּשׁ ל  ּכָ יֹוָחָנן:  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר 
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ֶזֶמר – ֵמִביא ָחֵמׁש ּפּוְרָעִנּיֹות ָלעֹוָלם, ׁשֶ
ף  ׁשֶ ָכר ִיְרּדֹפּו ְמַאֲחֵרי ַבּנֶ יֵמי ַבּבֶֹקר ׁשֵ ּכִ ״הֹוי ַמׁשְ
ָוַיִין  ְוָחִליל  ּתֹף  ָוֶנֶבל  ִכּנֹור  ְוָהָיה  ַיְדִליֵקם,  ַיִין 

יטּו״. יֶהם ְוֵאת ּפַֹעל ה' לֹא ַיּבִ ּתֵ ִמׁשְ

ִלי  ִמּבְ י  ַעּמִ ָלה  ּגָ ״ָלֵכן  ַאֲחָריו?  ִתיב  ּכְ ַמה 
ְמֵתי  ״ּוְכבֹודֹו  ָלעֹוָלם;  לּות  ּגָ ּגֹוְרִמין  ׁשֶ ָדַעת״ – 
ִביִאין ָרָעב ָלעֹוָלם; ״ַוֲהמֹונֹו ִצֵחה  ּמְ ָרָעב״ – ׁשֶ
ח ִמּלֹוְמֶדיָה;  ּכַ ּתַ ׁשְ ּתִ ּגֹוְרִמין ַלּתֹוָרה ׁשֶ ָצָמא״ – ׁשֶ
ְפלּות  ּגֹוְרִמין ׁשִ ל ִאיׁש״ – ׁשֶ ּפָ ח ָאָדם ַוִּיׁשְ ַ ״ַוִּיּשׁ
״ִאיׁש״  ְוֵאין  הּוא.  רּוְך  ּבָ דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ ל  ׁשֶ ְלׂשֹוְנאֹו 
ִאיׁש  ״ה'  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ הּוא,  רּוְך  ּבָ דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ א  ֶאּלָ
ּגֹוְרִמין  ְלָנה״ – ׁשֶ ּפַ ׁשְ ִמְלָחָמה״; ״ְוֵעיֵני ְגבִֹהים ּתִ

ָרֵאל. ל ִיׂשְ ְפלּות ׁשֶ ׁשִ

ִתיב ַאֲחָריו? ״ָלֵכן ּוַמה ּכְ
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חֹק  ִלְבִלי  ִפיָה  ּוָפֲעָרה  ּה  ַנְפׁשָ אֹול  ׁשְ ִהְרִחיָבה 
ּה״. אֹוָנּה ְוָעֵלז ּבָ ְוָיַרד ֲהָדָרּה ַוֲהמֹוָנּה ּוׁשְ

תּו ְנִביִאים ָהִראׁשֹוִנים״. ַמאן ״ְנִביִאים  ּמֵ ֶ ״ִמּשׁ
מּוֵאל  ִוד ּוׁשְ ָהִראׁשֹוִנים״? ָאַמר ַרב הּוָנא: ֶזה ּדָ
יֵמי ָדִוד ִזיְמִנין ָסֵליק  לֹמֹה. ַרב ַנְחָמן ֲאַמר: ּבִ ּוׁשְ
ַאל ָצדֹוק – ְוָעְלָתה  ֲהֵרי ׁשָ ְוִזיְמִנין ָלא ָסֵליק, ׁשֶ
ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ לֹו,  ָעְלָתה  ְולֹא   – ֶאְבָיָתר  ַאל  ׁשָ לֹו, 

״ַוַּיַעל ֶאְבָיָתר״.

ֱאלִֹהים  ִלְדרֹׁש  ״ַוְיִהי  מּוֵאל:  ׁשְ ר  ּבַ ה  ַרּבָ ְמִתיב 
ַמאי  ָהֱאלִֹהים״.  ְראֹת  ּבִ ִבין  ַהּמֵ ְזַכְרָיהּו  יֵמי  ּבִ

ְנִביִאים. ים! ָלא, ּבִ אּוִרים ְותּוּמִ ָלאו ּבְ

 With four types of instruments – ָעה ִמיֵני ֶזֶמר ַאְרּבָ  :ּבְ
Despite the fact that the verse singles out four par-
ticular instruments, Rav Se’adya Gaon explained 
that the prohibition applies to all instruments, 
and the verse mentions only those that are most 
important.

NOTES

 There were times an answer rose up, etc. – ִזיְמִנין 
וכו׳  The precise description of the way the :ָסֵליק 
Urim VeTummim was constructed is unclear, and 
various interpretations are offered by the biblical 
commentaries. The standard explanation is that 
the ephod and the breastplate themselves were 
only part of the Urim VeTummim, and that a dif-
ferent part, perhaps what is called the tummim, 
consisted of a parchment inscribed with names 
of God, which was inserted between the folds 
of the breastplate. The Gemara in Yoma 73a–b 
explains that the Urim VeTummim were not used 
mechanically; rather, the priest required the help 
of the Divine Spirit in order to understand and 
interpret what he saw properly. The discussion of 
the Gemara indicates that the occasional inability 
to receive a response from the Urim VeTummim 
was a sign that this device was gradually being 
removed from Israel (see Maharsha).

NOTES
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Th e Gemara suggests: Come and hear a proof from a baraita 
(Toseft a : ) with regard to when the Urim VeTummim ceased: 
From the time when the First Temple was destroyed, the cities 
with fi elds that were allocated to the Levites were nullifi ed,N  and 
the Urim VeTummim ceased, and the monarchy ceased from 
the house of David.

And if a person would whisper to you saying that the Urim 
VeTummim was still extant, as it states with regard to when the 
Second Temple fi rst stood: “And the Tirshatha said to them 
that they should not eat of the most sacred things, until there 
stood a priest with the Urim VeTummim” (Ezra : ), which 
seems to indicate that they merely had to wait until the Second 
Temple was built for the reappearance of the Urim VeTummim; 
you should say to him that this is not referring to an expectation 
of a short-term development, but it is like a person who says 
to his friend, with regard to something that will occur in the 
distant future: Until the dead live and the Messiah, the son of 
David, comes. In any case, the baraita indicates that the Urim 
VeTummim ceased only from the time when the First Temple 
was destroyed, and not in the time of Solomon.

Rather, Rav Naĥman bar Yitzĥak said: Who are the early 
prophets, with regard to whom it states that use of the Urim 
VeTummim ceased immediately aft er their death? Th is term early 
prophets serves to exclude Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, 
who are the latt er prophets. Th e Urim VeTummim was used 
throughout the First Temple period, up to, but not including, 
their time. As the Sages taught in a baraita (Toseft a : ): From 
the time when Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi died the Divine 
Spirit departed from the Jewish people, as these three were 
considered to be the last prophets. And even aft er the Urim 
VeTummim ceased to exist, they would nevertheless still make 
use of a Divine Voice to receive instructions from Above, even 
aft er this time.

For on one occasion the Sages were reclining in the upper 
storyB  of the house of Gurya in Jericho. A Divine Voice from 
Heaven was issued to them, and it said: Th ere is one person 
among you for whom it is fi tt ing that the Divine Presence 
should rest upon him as a prophet, but his generation is not fi t 
for it; they do not deserve to have a prophet among them. Th e 
Sages present directed their gaze to Hillel the Elder.P  And when 
he died, they eulogized him in the following manner: Alas 
pious one, alas humble one, student of Ezra.

And again, on another occasion several generations later, the 
Sages were reclining in an upper story of a house in Yavne, 
and a Divine Voice from Heaven was issued to them, and 
said: Th ere is one person among you for whom it is fi tt ing 
that the Divine Presence should rest upon him, but his gene-
ration is not fi t for it. Th e Sages present directed their gaze to 
Shmuel HaKatan.P  And when he died, they eulogized him 
in the following manner: Alas humble one, alas pious one, 
student of Hillel.

And he too, Shmuel HaKatan, said the following statement of 
divinely inspired prediction at the time of his death: Shimon, 
i.e., Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, and Yishmael,P  i.e., Rabbi 
Yishmael ben Elisha the High Priest, are slated for the sword, 
and their colleagues for killing, and the rest of the people for 
plunder, and great troubles are destined to befall the people. 
Th e Gemara relates: And they also sought to say about Rabbi 
Yehuda ben Bava,P  when eulogizing him: Alas pious one, alas 
humble one, but the moment was disturbed and they could not 
do so. Th at is because eulogies are not given for those killed by 
the monarchy, which was Rabbi Yehuda ben Baba’s fate, in order 
not to arouse the monarchy’s wrath.

ׁש  ְקּדָ ַהּמִ ית  ּבֵ ָחַרב  ֶ ִמּשׁ ַמע:  ׁשְ א  ּתָ
ְטלּו ָעֵרי ִמְגָרׁש, ּוָפְסקּו אּוִרים  ִראׁשֹון ּבָ

ִוד. ית ּדָ ים, ּוָפַסק ֶמֶלְך ִמּבֵ ְותּוּמִ

״ַוּיֹאֶמר  לֹוַמר:  ָאָדם  ָך  ְלָחׁשְ ְוִאם 
יֹאְכלּו  לֹא  ר  ֲאׁשֶ ָלֶהם  ָתא  ְרׁשָ ַהּתִ
ים ַעד ֲעמֹד ּכֵֹהן ְלאּוִרים  ָדׁשִ ִמּקֶֹדׁש ַהּקֳ
אֹוֵמר  ׁשֶ ָאָדם  ּכְ לֹו:  ֱאמֹור  ים״!  ּוְלֻתּמִ
 יח ִּיְחיּו ֵמִתים ְוָיבֹא ָמׁשִ ַלֲחֵבירֹו ״ַעד ׁשֶ

ִוד״! ן ּדָ ּבֶ

ַמאן  ִיְצָחק:  ר  ּבַ ַנְחָמן  ַרב  ֲאַמר  א  ֶאּלָ
י  ֵמַחּגַ ְלַאּפּוֵקי  ָהִראׁשֹוִנים?  ְנִביִאים 
ִניְנהּו;  ַאֲחרֹוִנים  ּדְ ּוַמְלָאִכי,  ְזַכְרָיה 
י ְזַכְרָיה ּוַמְלָאִכי  תּו ַחּגַ ּמֵ ֶ ַנן: ִמּשׁ ָתנּו ַרּבָ ּדְ
ְוַאף  ָרֵאל,  ִמִּיׂשְ ַהּקֹוֶדׁש   רּוח ָקה  ּלְ ִנְסּתַ

ַבת קֹול, ים ּבְ ׁשִ ּמְ ּתַ י ֵכן ָהיּו ִמׁשְ ַעל ּפִ

ית  ֲעִלַּיית ּבֵ ין ּבַ ַעם ַאַחת ָהיּו ְמסּוּבִ ּפַ ׁשֶ
ת קֹול ִמן  ָנה ֲעֵליֶהן ּבַ יִריחֹו, ִנּתְ ּגּוְרָיא ּבִ
ֶאָחד  ָאָדם  ֶכם  ּבָ ֵיׁש  ְוָאְמָרה:  ַמִים  ָ ַהּשׁ
א  ֶאּלָ ָעָליו,  ִכיָנה  ׁשְ ֶרה  ׁשְ ּתִ ׁשֶ ָראּוי  ׁשֶ
ֵעיֵניֶהם  ָנְתנּו  ְלָכְך.  ָראּוי  ּדֹורֹו  ֵאין  ׁשֶ
ֵהי  ידּוהּו:  ִהְסּפִ ת,  ּמֵ ּוְכׁשֶ ַהָּזֵקן.  ל  ִהּלֵ ּבְ

ל ֶעְזָרא! ְלִמידֹו ׁשֶ ָחִסיד, ֵהי ָעָניו, ּתַ

ֲעִלָּייה  ין ּבַ ַעם ַאֶחֶרת ָהיּו ְמסּוּבִ ְוׁשּוב ּפַ
ַמִים  ָ ת קֹול ִמן ַהּשׁ ָנה ָלֶהן ּבַ ַיְבֶנה, ִנּתְ ּבְ
ֶאָחד  ָאָדם  ֶכם  ּבָ ֵיׁש  ָלֶהן:  ְוָאְמָרה 
א  ֶאּלָ ָעָליו,  ִכיָנה  ׁשְ ֶרה  ׁשְ ּתִ ׁשֶ ָראּוי  ׁשֶ
ֵעיֵניֶהם  ָנְתנּו  ְלָכְך.  ִאין  ַזּכָ ּדֹורֹו  ֵאין  ׁשֶ
ידּוהּו:  ִהְסּפִ ת,  ּמֵ ּוְכׁשֶ ָטן.  ַהּקָ מּוֵאל  ׁשְ ּבִ

ל. ל ִהּלֵ ְלִמידֹו ׁשֶ ֵהי ָעָניו, ֵהי ָחִסיד, ּתַ

ְמעֹון  ַעת ִמיָתתֹו: ׁשִ ׁשְ ְוַאף הּוא ָאַמר ּבִ
א, ְוַחְברֹוִהי ִלְקָטָלא,  ָמֵעאל ְלַחְרּבָ ְוִיׁשְ
יִאין  ַסּגִ ְוָעָקן  ְלִביָּזא,  א  ַעּמָ ָאר  ּוׁשְ
י  ַרּבִ ַעל  ְוַאף  א.  ַעּמָ ַעל  ְלֵמיֵתי  ֲעִתיִדין 
ׁשּו לֹוַמר ״ֵהי ָחִסיד,  ּקְ ָבא ּבִ ן ּבָ ְיהּוָדה ּבֶ
ֵאין  ׁשֶ ָעה,  ׁשָ ְטְרָפה  ּנִ ׁשֶ א  ֶאּלָ ָעָניו״,  ֵהי 

יִדין ַעל ֲהרּוֵגי ַמְלכּות. ַמְסּפִ

 The cities with fields that were allocated to the Levites were 
nullified – ְטלּו ָעֵרי ִמְגָרׁש  The reason for this appears to be that :ּבָ
these cities were connected to the settlement of the tribes of 
Israel in their portions of Eretz Yisrael, as each tribe would set 
aside some cities with fields for the Levites or priests. As the 
destruction of the Temple led to the nullification of the division 
of the land between the tribes, the halakha of these cities was 
no longer kept.

NOTES

 In the upper story – ֲעִלָּייה  Meetings held by the Sages in :ּבַ
the attics of homes are mentioned many times in the Talmud. 
These meetings were held when there was a need for privacy, 
or even secrecy. This could be due to either limitations placed 
on the authority of the Sages by the gentile government, or 
the desire to hold discussions out of the public eye with regard 
to issues that were significant to the masses.

BACKGROUND

 Hillel the Elder – ל ַהָּזֵקן  Hillel the Elder and his colleague :ִהּלֵ
Shammai were the last of the zugot, the pairs of tanna’im who 
led the Sanhedrin throughout much of the Second Temple 
period. Hillel served as Nasi of the Sanhedrin and Shammai 
was the deputy Nasi, approximately one hundred years prior 
to the destruction of the Second Temple, at the beginning of 
Herod’s reign. Tradition has it that Hillel began as an impov-
erished student who took on menial labor in order to pay to 
attend the lectures of Shemaya and Avtalyon. Ultimately, the 
Gemara compares him to Ezra the Scribe, crediting him with 
reestablishing Torah study at a period in history when it was 
being forgotten (Sukka 20a). His disciples were praised as well.

According to the Gemara, Hillel the Elder had eighty stu-
dents. Thirty of them were worthy of having the Divine Pres-
ence rest upon them as it did for Moses, thirty were worthy of 
the sun standing still for them as it did for Joshua, and twenty 
were considered to be average, with the greatest among them 
Yonatan ben Uzziel and the least among them Rabban Yoĥanan 
ben Zakkai (Sukka 28a).

 Shmuel HaKatan – ָטן מּוֵאל ַהּקָ  Shmuel HaKatan was a tanna :ׁשְ
living at the time of the destruction of the Second Temple. 
Even the earlier generations were unsure why he was called 
hakatan, meaning the small one. Some say it was because he 
acted humbly toward others; others say it was because he was 
only a bit lower in his spiritual level than the prophet Samuel. 
Due to his humble personality, he was selected to compose 
the blessing against heretics in the Amida prayer, for no one 
would suspect him of harboring personal antagonism toward 
the subjects of that blessing.

 Shimon and Yishmael – ָמֵעאל ְוִיׁשְ ְמעֹון   Shimon is Rabban :ׁשִ
Shimon ben Gamliel the First, and Yishmael is Rabbi Yishmael, 
the High Priest. According to the tradition found in the Midrash, 
they were both executed by the Roman government, probably 
due to their positions of prominence within the Jewish com-
munity, which was in a state of rebellion at the time. The differ-
ence between these two and the others killed is that they were 
executed by the sword as an official government action, while 
the others were killed either during or at the end of the siege.

 Rabbi Yehuda ben Bava – ָבא ן ּבָ י ְיהּוָדה ּבֶ  Rabbi Yehuda ben :ַרּבִ
Bava was one of the tanna’im active during the period between 
the destruction of the Second Temple and the destruction of 
the city of Beitar. He began his studies while the Temple was 
still standing, but was most active during the years when the 
Sanhedrin was located in Yavne. His testimonies and other 
teachings are mentioned in many sources.

Rabbi Yehuda ben Bava was famous for his piety. In fact, 
there is a tradition that whenever it says: An incident occurred 
with a pious person, it is referring to either Rabbi Yehuda ben 
Bava or to Rabbi Yehuda ben Ilai. According to the Gemara in 
tractate Sanhedrin, he was cruelly executed by the Romans 
after ordaining fi ve Sages to serve as judges. It was said that 
if not for him, the halakhot of fi nes would have disappeared 
from among Israel. According to calculations, he must have 
been over the age of ninety when he died.

PERSONALITIES
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§ Th e mishna taught: From the time when the First Temple was 
destroyed the shamir ceased to exist. Th e Sages taught: Th is 
shamir is the creature with which Solomon built the Temple, 
as it is stated: “For the house, when it was built, was built 
of whole stone from the quarry”  Kings : ). Now these 
words should be understood exactly as they are writt en, that 
King Solomon took whole stones and shaped them by having 
the shamir do the cutt ing. Th is is the statement of Rabbi Yehuda.

Rabbi Neĥemya said to him: And is it possible to say so? But 
isn’t it already stated: “All these were costly stones, according 
to the measures of hewn stones, sawed with saws” (  Kings : ), 
which indicates that saws, which are iron implements, were used 
to shape the stones? If so, what is the meaning when the verse 
states: “And hammer, ax, and any tool of iron were not heard in 
the house when it was being built”  Kings : )? It means 
that he would prepare the stones outsideH  the Temple Mount 
using tools, and bring them inside already cut, so that no iron 
tools were used inside the Temple itself. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi 
said: Th e statement of Rabbi Yehuda that no iron tools were 
used appears to be correct with regard to the Temple stones, 
and the statement of Rabbi Neĥemya that tools were used 
appears to be correct with regard to the stones of the king’s 
own house.

Th e Gemara poses a question: And according to Rabbi Neĥemya, 
who maintains that they used iron tools even in the cutt ing of the 
stones for the Temple, for what purpose did the shamir come? 
Th e Gemara answers: It was necessary for that which is taught 
in a baraita: Th ese stonesH  in the breastplate and ephod, upon 
which were inscribed the names of the tribes, they may not be 
writt en on with ink, because it is stated: “Like the engravings 
of a signet” (Exodus : ), which means the names must be 
engraved onto the stones. And they may not be scratched on 
with a scalpel [izemel],L  because it is stated: “In their full 
sett ings” (Exodus : ), indicating that the stones must be 
complete and not missing any of their mass.

Th e baraita continues: Rather, one writes the lett ers on them in 
ink, and shows them, i.e., he places the shamir close to the ink 
markings from outside, without having it touch the stones, and 
they split open along the lines of the ink of their own accord, 
like this fi g that splits in the summer without losing anything 
of its mass, and like this fi eld in a valley that cracks in the rainy 
season without losing anything of its mass. Th e shamir was used 
in this way for these engravings.

Th e Sages taught: Th is shamir, its size is that of a barleycorn, 
and it was created in the six days of creation, and nothing hard 
can withstand it. In what is it kept, so that it will not break 
everything in the vicinity? Th ey wrap it in tuft s [sefogin]L  of 
wool and place it in a leaden vessel [itenei],B L  full of barley bran, 
which is soft  and will not be broken by the shamir.

ִמיר״  ָ ַהּשׁ ֵטל  ּבָ ׁש  ְקּדָ ַהּמִ ית  ּבֵ ָחַרב  ֶ ״ִמּשׁ
לֹמֹה  ָנה ׁשְ ּבֹו ּבָ ִמיר – ׁשֶ ַנן: ׁשָ נּו ַרּבָ כו'. ּתָ
ִית  ״ְוַהּבַ ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ׁש,  ְקּדָ ַהּמִ ית  ּבֵ ֶאת 
 – ִנְבָנה״  ע  ַמּסָ ֵלָמה  ׁשְ ֶאֶבן  נֹתֹו  ִהּבָ ּבְ

י ְיהּוָדה. ְבֵרי ַרּבִ ְכָתָבן, ּדִ ָבִרים ּכִ ַהּדְ

לֹוַמר  ר  ֶאְפׁשָ ְוִכי  ְנֶחְמָיה:  י  ַרּבִ לֹו  ָאַמר 
ה ֲאָבִנים  ל ֵאּלֶ ָבר ֶנֱאַמר: ״ּכָ ן? ַוֲהלֹא ּכְ ּכֵ
ן,  ּכֵ ִאם  ֵגָרה״!  ּמְ ּבַ ְמגָֹררֹות  וגו'  ְיָקרֹת 
ִית  ּבַ ּבַ ַמע  ִנׁשְ ״לֹא  לֹוַמר:  ְלמּוד  ּתַ ַמה 
חּוץ  ִמּבַ ַמְתִקין  ָהָיה  ׁשֶ נֹתֹו״?  ִהּבָ ּבְ
ְבֵרי  י: ִנְרִאין ּדִ ְפִנים. ָאַמר ַרּבִ ּוַמְכִניס ִמּבִ
י  ַרּבִ ְוִדְבֵרי  ׁש,  ִמְקּדָ ַאְבֵני  ּבְ ְיהּוָדה  י  ַרּבִ

ַאְבֵני ֵביתֹו. ְנֶחְמָיה ּבְ

ֵעי  ִמיר ְלַמאי ֲאָתא? ִמיּבָ י ְנֶחְמָיה, ׁשָ ְוַרּבִ
לּו ֵאין ּכֹוְתִבין  ֵליּה ְלִכְדַתְנָיא: ֲאָבִנים ַהּלָ
ּתּוֵחי  ״ּפִ ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ּום  ִמּשׁ ְדיֹו,  ּבִ אֹוָתן 
ִאיְזֵמל,  חֹוָתם״. ְוֵאין ְמָסְרִטין ֲעֵליֶהם ּבְ

ִמּלּואָֹתם״, ֱאַמר: ״ּבְ ּנֶ ּום ׁשֶ ִמּשׁ

ְדיֹו, ּוַמְרֶאה ָלֶהן  א ּכֹוֵתב ֲעֵליֶהם ּבִ ֶאּלָ
ֵמֲאֵליֶהן,  ִנְבָקעֹות  ְוֵהן  חּוץ  ִמּבַ ִמיר  ׁשָ
ה  ַהַחּמָ ימֹות  ּבִ ְבַקַעת  ּנִ ׁשֶ זֹו  ְתֵאיָנה  ּכִ
זֹו  ּוְכִבְקָעה  לּום,  ּכְ ֲחֵסיָרה  ְוֵאיָנּה 
ְוֵאיָנּה  ִמים  ׁשָ ַהּגְ ימֹות  ּבִ ְבַקַעת  ּנִ ׁשֶ

לּום. ֲחֵסיָרה ּכְ

עֹוָרה,  ׂשְ ּכִ ִרָּייתֹו  ּבְ ֶזה  ִמיר  ׁשָ ַנן:  ַרּבָ נּו  ּתָ
ל  ית ִנְבָרא, ְוֵאין ּכָ ת ְיֵמי ְבֵראׁשִ ׁשֶ ֵ ּוִמּשׁ
ה  ּמֶ ּבַ ָפָניו.  ּבְ ַלֲעמֹוד  ָיכֹול  ה  ָקׁשֶ ָבר  ּדָ
ִבְספֹוִגין  אֹותֹו  ּכֹוְרִכין  אֹותֹו?  ִרין  ּמְ ְמׁשַ
ל  ׁשֶ ִאיְטֵני  ּבְ אֹותֹו  יִחין  ּוַמּנִ ֶצֶמר,  ל  ׁשֶ

עֹוִרין. י ׂשְ ֲאָבר ְמֵליָאה סּוּבֵ

 He would prepare the stones outside, etc. – ַמְתִקין ָהָיה   ׁשֶ
וכו׳ חּוץ  -The Sanctuary and the Courtyard should be con :ִמּבַ
structed, if possible, with large stones. The stones may not be 
cut and chiseled on the Temple Mount itself, but all prepara-
tions must be performed outside of the Temple Mount. They 
are then brought into the building, in accordance with Rabbi 
Neĥemya (Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Beit HaBeĥira 1:8; see 
Kesef Mishne).

 These stones, etc. – לּו וכו׳  The Rambam omits this :ֲאָבִנים ַהּלָ
halakha, to the surprise of the Mishne LaMelekh, who cites the 
Ramban’s opinion that this halakha applies to the stones of 
the breastplate but not to those of the ephod. Perhaps the 
Rambam is of the opinion that this is only a mitzva ab initio, 
but is not an indispensable requirement (Rambam Sefer Avoda, 
Hilkhot Kelei HaMikdash 9:7, in the Mishne LaMelekh).

HALAKHA

 Scalpel [izemel] – ִאיְזֵמל: From the Greek σμί η, smilē, mean-
ing a knife used for cutting and carving, a surgeon’s knife, or 
a knife used in pruning branches.

Ancient Roman scalpel

 Tufts [sefogin] – ְספֹוִגין: From the Greek σπόγγος, spongos, 
meaning sponge. This is a type of marine organism, Spongia 
officionalis, that is taken from the ocean and used in bathing. 
The word was extended to mean anything soft like a sponge.

Live sponge

Skeleton of sponge

 Vessel [itenei] – ִאיְטֵני: There are several opinions with regard 
to both the origin of this word and its meaning. Some say it 
is from the Greek, and some say it is a variant form of the 
Aramaic udnei, which is a vessel with a handle. Others say it is 
an Aramaic variant of the Hebrew teneh, small basket, which 
may in turn be derived from the Akkadian.

LANGUAGE

 A leaden vessel – ל ֲאָבר  The assumption underlying :ִאיְטֵני ׁשֶ
all of the details here is that the shamir would break only hard 
substances. Therefore, it was wrapped in tufts of wool and 
pieces of barley bran, both of which are soft, and it was put 
into a container made of lead, a soft metal.

BACKGROUND



sota . Perek IX . 48b 309 . פרק ט׳ דף מח:   

§ Rabbi Ami says: From the time when the First Temple was 
destroyed, shiny [peranda]L  silk [shira]N L  and white glass ceased 
to exist. Th is is also taught in a baraita: From the time when the 
First Temple was destroyed, shiny silk, white glass,B  and iron 
chariots ceased; and some say that even congealed wineB  that 
comes from Senir, the Hermon, which is similar to round fi g 
cakes aft er it congeals, ceased to exist as well.

Th e mishna taught: And the sweetness of the honeycomb [nofet 
tzufi m] also ceased when the First Temple was destroyed. Th e 
Gemara asks: What is nofet tzufi m? Rav says: Fine fl our that 
fl oats up and remains on the top of the sieve [nafa], which is 
similar in taste to dough kneaded with honey and oil. And Levi 
says that nofet tzufi m is the term for two loaves stuck together in 
an oven, which keep swelling until they reach each other. And 
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi says: Th is is honey that comes from 
elevated areas [tzipiyya].N  Th e Gemara explains: From where 
may it be inferred that this is what nofet tzufi m is? As Rav Sheshet 
would translate the words: “As the bees do” (Deuteronomy : ): 
Like the bees spread out and fl y all over the world and bring 
honey from mountainous plants. Similarly, Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Levi states that honey comes from elevated areas.

We learned in a mishna there (Makhshirin : ): Anything that is 
poured remains ritually pure. In other words, even if a liquid is 
poured into a ritually impure utensil, the stream of the liquid does 
not defi le the contents that remain in the ritually pure utensil from 
which they were poured, apart from zifi m honey and wafer batt er. 
Th ese substances are too viscous to be considered liquids. Th e 
Gemara asks: What is the meaning of zifi m? Rabbi Yoĥanan says: 
Honey of such rare quality that they could falsify [mezayyefi n] 
it,B  by diluting it with other substances, and it would not be 
noticed. And Reish Lakish says: It is named aft er its place, as it 
is writt en: “Ziph and Telem and Bealoth” ( Joshua : ).

Similarly, you can say with regard to the verse: “When the zifi m 
came and said to Saul, does not David hide himself with us” 
(Psalms : ). What is the meaning of zifi m, mentioned in this 
verse? Rabbi Yoĥanan says: It means people who would falsify 
[hamzayyefi n] their words. And Rabbi Elazar says: Th ey are 
called aft er their place, as it is writt en: “Ziph and Telem and 
Bealoth.”

§ Th e mishna states that from the time when the Second Temple 
was destroyed men of faith ceased. Rabbi Yitzĥak says: Th ese 
are people who believe in the Holy One, Blessed be He, and 
place their trust in Him in all their ways. As it is taught in a baraita: 
Rabbi Eliezer the Great says that whoever has bread in his 
basket to eat today and says: What shall I eat tomorrow, meaning 
he does not know how he will acquire bread for tomorrow, he is 
nothing other than from those of litt le faith. One must trust in 
God to provide him with his sustenance.

And this is what Rabbi Elazar said: What is the meaning of that 
which is writt en: “For who plunders the day of small things”N  
(Zechariah : )? What caused the table, i.e., the reward, of the 
righteous to be plundered, meaning wasted, in the future? It 
was the small-mindedness they possessed. And what is this small-
mindedness? Th at they did not believe in the Holy One, Blessed 
be He, with a complete faith. Rava said: Who plunders the day 
of small things? Th ese are the small children of the wicked ones 
of the Jewish people, who die young, 

 – ִראׁשֹון  ׁש  ִמְקּדָ ָחַרב  ֶ ִמּשׁ ַאִמי:  י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר 
ְנָיא  ַרְנָדא, ּוְזכּוִכית ְלָבָנה. ּתַ יָרא ּפְ ְטָלה ׁשִ ּבָ
ְטָלה  ּבָ ִראׁשֹון –  ׁש  ִמְקּדָ ָחַרב  ֶ ִמּשׁ ָהִכי:  ַנִמי 
ְרֶזל;  ַרְנָדא, ּוְזכּוִכית ְלָבָנה, ְוֶרֶכב ּבַ יָרא ּפְ ׁשִ
ִניר,  ִמּשְׂ א  ַהּבָ ָקרּוׁש  ַיִין  ַאף  אֹוְמִרים:  ְוֵיׁש 

ִעיּגּוֵלי ְדֵביָלה. ַהּדֹוֶמה ּכְ

״ְונֹוֶפת צּוִפים״. ַמאי נֹוֶפת צּוִפים? ָאַמר ַרב: 
ה  ְלִעיּסָ ְודֹוָמה  ָנָפה,  י  ּבֵ ּגַ ַעל  ָפה  ּצָ ׁשֶ סֹוֶלת 
י  ּתֵ ׁשְ ָאַמר:  ְוֵלִוי  ֶמן;  ְוׁשֶ ְדַבׁש  ּבִ ה  יּלֹוׁשָ ּנִ ׁשֶ
ַתּנּור, ְותֹוְפחֹות ּוָבאֹות  קֹות ּבְ ְדּבָ רֹות ַהּנִ ִכּכָ
ֵלִוי  ן  ּבֶ  ע ְיהֹוׁשֻ י  ְוַרּבִ ָלזֹו;  זֹו  יעֹות  ּגִ ּמַ ׁשֶ ַעד 
ַמאי  ָּיא.  יּפִ ַהּצִ ִמן  א  ַהּבָ ַבׁש  ּדְ ֶזה  ָאַמר: 
ְדָנְתָזן  ָמא  ּכְ ת:  ׁשֶ ׁשֵ ַרב  ם  ִדְמַתְרּגֵ ּכְ ַמע?  ַמׁשְ
ּוָמְתָיין  ָעְלָמא  רֹוֵמי  ּבְ ְייָטן  ְוׁשָ ְבִרָיָאָתה  ּדַ

י טּוָרא. ּבֵ א ֵמִעיׂשְ ּדּוְבׁשָ

ַבׁש  ִמּדְ חּוץ  ָטהֹור,  ּצֹוק  ַהּנִ ל  ּכָ ָהָתם:  ַנן  ּתְ
י  ַרּבִ ָאַמר  ִזיִפים?  ַמאי  יִחים.  ּפִ ְוַהּצַ ִזיִפים 
ָלִקיׁש  ְוֵריׁש  ּבֹו;  ַזְּייִפין  ּמְ ׁשֶ ַבׁש  ּדְ יֹוָחָנן: 
ִדְכִתיב: ״ִזיף ָוֶטֶלם  ם ְמקֹומֹו, ּכְ ָאַמר: ַעל ׁשֵ

ּוְבָעלֹות״.

ַהִּזיִפים  בֹוא  ״ּבְ אֹוֵמר:  ה  ַאּתָ ָבר  ּדָ ּבַ ּיֹוֵצא  ּכַ
אּול ֲהלֹא ָדִוד״ וגו'. ַמאי ִזיִפים?  ַוּיֹאְמרּו ְלׁשָ
ְבֵריֶהם;  ֵני ָאָדם ַהְמַזְּייִפין ּדִ י יֹוָחָנן: ּבְ ָאַמר ַרּבִ
ִדְכִתיב:  ם ְמקֹוָמן, ּכְ י ֶאְלָעָזר אֹוֵמר: ַעל ׁשֵ ְוַרּבִ

״ִזיף ָוֶטֶלם ּוְבָעלֹות״.

י ִיְצָחק: ֵאּלּו  י ֲאָמָנה״. ָאַמר ַרּבִ ״ּוָפְסקּו ַאְנׁשֵ
רּוְך  ּבָ דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ ּבְ ַמֲאִמיִנין  ֵהן  ׁשֶ ָאָדם  ֵני  ּבְ
אֹוֵמר:  דֹול  ַהּגָ ֱאִליֶעֶזר  י  ַרּבִ ַתְנָיא,  ּדְ הּוא; 
ַסּלֹו ְואֹוֵמר ״ָמה אֹוַכל  ת ּבְ ֵּיׁש לֹו ּפַ ל ִמי ׁשֶ ּכָ

י ֲאָמָנה. ַטּנֵ א ִמּקְ ְלָמָחר״ – ֵאינֹו ֶאּלָ

ְכִתיב:  ּדִ ַמאי  ֶאְלָעָזר,  י  ַרּבִ ֲאַמר  ּדַ ְוַהְיינּו 
יִקים  ּדִ ַרם ַלּצַ י ִמי ַבז ְליֹום ְקַטּנֹות״? ִמי ּגָ ״ּכִ
ַקְטנּות  ָלבֹא?  ֶלָעִתיד  ׁשּוְלָחָנן  ז  ְזּבֵ ִּיְתּבַ ׁשֶ
רּוְך  דֹוׁש ּבָ ַהּקָ ּלֹא ֶהֱאִמינּו ּבְ ֶהן, ׁשֶ ָהָיה ּבָ ׁשֶ
ֵעי  ִרׁשְ ְבֵני  י  ְקַטּנֵ ֵאּלּו  ֲאַמר:  ָרָבא  הּוא. 

ָרֵאל, ִיׂשְ

 Shiny [peranda] – ַרְנָדא  There are several theories :ּפְ
with regard to the origin of this word, although appar-
ently it comes from the Persian parund, a type of 
elaborate silk.

 Silk [shira] – יָרא  ,From the Greek σηρικόν, sērikon :ׁשִ
meaning silk.

LANGUAGE

 Shiny silk – ַרְנָדא ּפְ יָרא   According to Rashi this :ׁשִ
means a type of silk. Following this opinion, the Tosefot 
HaRosh states that the Gemara does not mean that this 
substance ceased to exist entirely, as elsewhere the 
Gemara mentions that it was used by amora’im. Rather, 
it became rarer than in earlier times.

 Comes from elevated areas [tzipiyya] – ָּיא יּפִ א ִמן ַהּצִ  :ַהּבָ
The Tosefot Yom Tov, citing Rabbi Ovadya Bartenura and 
others, maintains that tzipiyya is the name of a place. This 
name had been Zofim in biblical times, but it changed 
over the course of time. Many commentaries explain 
tzufim not as a name but as a general word for moun-
tains. The Rambam in his Commentary to the Mishna 
indicates that tzufim is the name of an excellent type 
of honey.

 Who plunders the day of small things – ְליֹום ַבז   ִמי 
 This exposition appears to be based on the fact :ְקַטּנֹות
that the vowel of the word baz is not a kamatz, as would 
be the case if it were derived from the root beit, vav, zayin, 
to despise, but a pataĥ, which indicates that it stems 
from the root beit, zayin, zayin, to plunder.

NOTES

 White glass – ְלָבָנה  Apparently, this means totally :ְזכּוִכית 
transparent glass. Even though glassmaking is an ancient 
art, it was difficult to manufacture transparent glass due to 
the presence of impurities in the raw materials. White glass is 
mentioned throughout the ages as being an expensive type 
of glass.

 Congealed wine – ַיִין ָקרּוׁש: In the Hermon region they would 
congeal wine by placing it in snow. This would cause the wine 
to appear like a cake of pressed figs. This may have been done 
as a means of preservation, or to raise the alcohol content of the 
wine, as some of the water in the wine would freeze separately, 
leaving the latter more concentrated.

 Honey that they could falsify it – ַזְּייִפין ּבֹו ּמְ ַבׁש ׁשֶ  The higher :ּדְ
the concentration of sugar in honey, the easier it is to add 
other substances, such as flour, without there being a notice-
able impact on the honey’s taste. After the honey absorbs the 
additives, it is difficult to differentiate between unadulterated 
honey and the inferior product.

BACKGROUND




