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Text 71
Rambam — obligation of seudas Purim and mishloach manos
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“What is the obligation of [the Purim meal]: To eat meat, and prepare a fine meal
according to what one can afford. And to drink wine until one is inebriated, and to fall
asleep from inebriation. One is also obligated to send two portions of meat, or two types
of cooked dishes or two types of food to one’s friend ...”

Questions:
1) What is the relationship between mishloach manos (gifts to a friend) and seudas Purim
(Purim meal)? (Why are they together in one halacha.)
(Suggested answer: mishloach manos (gifts to a friend) is for the seudah. Nevertheless it would still be
appropriate to be taught separately.)

Text 2
Rambam — obligation of ‘matanos I’evyonim’ (gifts to the poor)
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“It is better for a person to increase his gifts to the poor than to make a larger meal or
give more mishloach manos (gifts to a friend), for there is no greater and more beautiful
simcha (joy) than gladdening the hearts of the poor, orphans, widows, and geirim. For
one who gladdens the hearts of these unfortunate is likened to the shechina (Divine)...”

Text 3
Ritva —matanos [’evyonim(qifts to the poor) is connected to the ‘simcha’ (joy) of Purim
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“It says in the Yerushalmi (Jerusalem Talmud) that [on Purim] anyone who stretches
out his hand you should give to him. This is to teach that we give to everyone, and we
are not concerned whether the recipient is poor... Because this giving is not just as a
fulfillment of tzedaka (charity), but as a fulfillment of simcha (joy — i.e. to be joyous),
for we even give gifts to wealthy people.”



2) Why does the Rambam seem to suggest that the reason for matonos I’evyonim (gifts to the
poor) is the giver’s simcha (joy) rather than the recipient’s simcha?

Text 4
Rambam — on Yom Tov one must not have simcha (joy) alone without including the poor
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“When one eats and drinks [on Yom Tov] he is obligated to feed also the convert, the
orphan, and the widow, amongst other unfortunates. Someone who shuts his doors and
eats and drinks with his wife and children and does not feed the poor... This is not the
simcha of a mitzvah rather it is the simcha of his stomach.”

3) Why does the Rambam not mention that someone who gives tzedaka is likened to the
shechina in the laws of tzedaka (instead of just in the laws of Purim)?

4) Why does the Rambam separate the laws of matanos I’evyonim (gifts to the poor) from
the laws of seudas purim (Purim meal) and mishloach manos (gifts to a friend)?

Text 5
Rosh — it is forbidden to get drunk
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“A person must celebrate on Purim, but not get drunk. Drunkenness is a prohibition,
and there is no prohibition worse than it, for it leads to immorality and murder, and
many other transgressions. Rather a person must drink a little bit more than he is
accustomed in order to increase his joy.”

5) How can the Rambam say that on Purim one must be inebriated?

Text 6
Talmud — in the days of Purim the Jews renewed their acceptance of the Torah
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“The verse states (Exodus 19:17) ‘and (the Jews, at the time of Matan Torah) stood at
the bottom of the mountain’. Rav Avdimi bar Chasda said; This teaches that the Holy
One, Blessed is He, covered them with the mountain as if it were an overturned barrel.
And He said to them ‘if you accept the Torah fine, but if not over there will be your
burial.’

“Rav Acha bar Yaakov said; from here stems a defense for the Torah (if someone is
called to judgment for having transgressed the Torah, he can excuse himself that he was
forced to accept it.

“Rava said; Nevertheless they accepted the Torah again in the days of Achashveirosh.
As it is written ‘The Jews upheld and accepted,” (meaning) they upheld that which they
had previously accepted.”

6) Why is there no expression of the re-accepting of the Torah that took place on Purim?

Conclusion from question 6 : In fact the primary obligation of simcha (joy) on Purim is because it was
a time when the Jews re-accepted the Torah.

Text 7
Rambam — A prophet can see prophesy only when his physicality is negated
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“A prophet sees his prophesy only in a dream at night, or during the day after he falls
into a deep sleep. During prophesy his limbs tremble, his physical energy is diminished,
and he loses control of his senses. Thus his mind is free to comprehend what he sees...”

Answer to question 5 — On Purim, through simcha (joy), we are able to reach the self negation and
connect to the sublime levels of G-liness that a prophet did through intense preparation.

Answer to question 1& 2 — The objective of the mitzvos of Purim is to lift a person above his nature
and feeling of self (which prevents him from connecting to Hashem). This is accomplished by caring
about one’s friend, and especially unfortunates, just as one cares for himself!

Answer to question 4 — Matanos [’evyonim (gifts to the poor) is the greatest expression (-more than
the Purim meal or gifts to a friend-) that the true care and joy of a Jew on Purim is in the fulfillment of
another person’s needs.

Answer to question 3 — A human being cannot, with his own faculties, arrive at such a level. It is only
because a Jew is “likened to the shechina (Divine)”; the essence of the Jewish soul is a “chelek Elokah
mima’al mamosh!” (a piece of Divine)
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