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TASTETEXTofa Parshat Vayeira

A Call to the Inifinte
Genesis, Chapter 18
9. And they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, 
“Behold in the tent.”
10. And he said, “I will surely return to you at this time next year, 
and behold, your wife Sarah will have a son.” And Sarah heard 
from the entrance of the tent, and it was behind him.
11. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, coming on in years; Sarah 
had ceased to have the way of the women.
12. And Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have 
become worn out, will I have smooth flesh? And also, my master 
is old.”
13. And the L-rd said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 
‘Is it really true that I will give birth, although I am old?’
14. Is anything hidden from the L-rd? At the appointed time, I 
will return to you, at this time next year and Sarah will have a 
son.”

Genesis, Chapter 21
1. And the L-rd remembered Sarah as He had said, and the L-rd 
did to Sarah as He had spoken. 
2. And Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, 
at the time of which G-d had spoken to him.
3. And Abraham named his son who had been born to him, 
whom Sarah had borne to him, Isaac.
5. And Abraham was a hundred years old, when his son Isaac 
was born to him. 
6. And Sarah said, “G-d has made joy for me; whoever hears will 
rejoice over me.”

Yevamot 64a
Why were the foremothers barren? Because the Holy One, blessed 
be He, longs to hear the prayer of the righteous. 
Why is the prayer of the righteous compared to a pitchfork? As a 
pitchfork turns the sheaves of grain from one position to another, 
so does the prayer of the righteous turn the attributes of the Holy 
One, blessed be He, from the attribute of anger to the attribute of 
mercy.

R’ Hirsch
Yitzchak is derived from the word laughter, for by all the laws of 
nature the very idea of his birth was “laughable.”

פרק יח
ט. וַיּאֹמְרוּ אֵלָיו אַיֵּה 

שָׂרָה אִשְׁתֶּךָ וַיּאֹמֶר הִנֵּה 
בָאהֶֹל:

 י. וַיּאֹמֶר שׁובֹ אָשׁוּב אֵלֶיךָ כָּעֵת חַיָּה וְהִנֵּה בֵן 
לְשָׂרָה אִשְׁתֶּךָ וְשָׂרָה שׁמַֹעַת פֶּתַח הָאהֶֹל וְהוּא 

אַחֲרָיו: 

יא. וְאַבְרָהָם וְשָׂרָה זְקֵנִים בָּאִים בַּיָּמִים חָדַל 
לִהְיותֹ לְשָׂרָה ארַֹח כַּנָּשִׁים:

יב. וַתִּצְחַק שָׂרָה בְּקִרְבָּהּ לֵאמרֹ אַחֲרֵי בְלֹתִי 
הָיְתָה לִּי עֶדְנָה וַאדנִֹי זָקֵן:

יג. וַיּאֹמֶר ה’ אֶל אַבְרָהָם לָמָּה זֶּה צָחֲקָה שָׂרָה 
לֵאמרֹ הַאַף אֻמְנָם אֵלֵד וַאֲנִי זָקַנְתִּי:

יד. הֲיִפָּלֵא מֵה’ דָּבָר לַמּועֵֹד אָשׁוּב אֵלֶיךָ כָּעֵת 
חַיָּה וּלְשָׂרָה בֵן:

פרק כא 
א. וַה’ פָּקַד אֶת שָׂרָה כַּאֲשֶׁר אָמָר וַיַּעַשׂ ה’ 

לְשָׂרָה כַּאֲשֶׁר דִּבֵּר:

ב. וַתַּהַר וַתֵּלֶד שָׂרָה לְאַבְרָהָם בֵּן לִזְקֻנָיו לַמּועֵֹד 
אֲשֶׁר דִּבֶּר אתֹוֹ אֱ־לֹקִים:

ג. וַיִּקְרָא אַבְרָהָם אֶת שֶׁם בְּנוֹ הַנּולַֹד לוֹ אֲשֶׁר 
יָלְדָה לּוֹ שָׂרָה יִצְחָק:
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• Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and Chana were all barren. 
• On the first day of Rosh Hashana the portion about Sara giving birth to 
Yitzchak is read in the synagogue. (In the haftarah, Chana’s birth of Shmuel is 
read.) Both women’s prayers were answered on Rosh Hashana. Their prayers 
turned the judgement into mercy.
• Prayer in hebrew is tefillah, which means to bind, since it connects us to G-d.
• Though Yishmael and his descendants would be evil, G-d judged him, “where he is 
now.”
• Isaiah 51:2: “Look to Abraham and Sarah who bore you.” Yitzchak’s birth was laughable, 
a real miracle, as is our existence as a people.
• No matter how adverse our situation is, we can always turn to our Creator for comfort 
and salvation.

SUMMARY

Genesis, Chapter 21
14. And Abraham arose early in the morning, and he took 
bread and a leather pouch of water, and he gave [them] to 
Hagar, he placed [them] on her shoulder, and the child, and he 
sent her away; and she went and wandered in the desert of 
Beer Sheba. 
15. And the water was depleted from the leather pouch, and 
she cast the child under one of the bushes.
16. And she went and sat down from afar, at about the 
distance of two bowshots, for she said, “Let me not see the 
child’s death.” And she sat from afar, and she raised her voice 
and wept.
17. And G-d heard the lad’s voice, and an angel of G-d called 
to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What is troubling you, 
Hagar? Fear not, for G-d has heard the lad’s voice in the place 
where he is.”	

In the place where he is (21:17)
Rashi
He is judged according to his present state. The angels pleaded 
with G-d not to perform a miracle for Ishmael because in the 
future his offspring would persecute and murder Jews. G-d 
responded He would judge Ishmael only according to his 
present deeds and not according to what would happen in the 
future.

פרק כא
יד. וַיַּשְׁכֵּם אַבְרָהָם בַּבּקֶֹר וַיִּקַּח לֶחֶם וְחֵמַת מַיִם 
וַיִּתֵּן אֶל הָגָר שָׂם עַל שִׁכְמָהּ וְאֶת הַיֶּלֶד וַיְשַׁלְּחֶהָ 

וַתֵּלֶךְ וַתֵּתַע בְּמִדְבַּר בְּאֵר שָׁבַע: 

טו. וַיִּכְלוּ הַמַּיִם מִן הַחֵמֶת וַתַּשְׁלֵךְ אֶת הַיֶּלֶד 
תַּחַת אַחַד הַשִּׂיחִם: 

טז. וַתֵּלֶךְ וַתֵּשֶׁב לָהּ מִנֶּגֶד הַרְחֵק כִּמְטַחֲוֵי קֶשֶׁת 
כִּי אָמְרָה אַל אֶרְאֶה בְּמותֹ הַיָּלֶד וַתֵּשֶׁב מִנֶּגֶד 

וַתִּשָּׂא אֶת קלָֹהּ וַתֵּבְךְּ: 

יז. וַיִּשְׁמַע אֱ־לֹקים אֶת קולֹ הַנַּעַר וַיִּקְרָא מַלְאַךְ 
אֱ־לֹקים אֶל הָגָר מִן הַשָּׁמַיִם וַיּאֹמֶר לָהּ מַה לָּךְ 
הָגָר אַל תִּירְאִי כִּי שָׁמַע אֱ־לֹקים אֶל קולֹ הַנַּעַר 

בַּאֲשֶׁר הוּא שָׁם:


