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Commentowriesy

Rashi, Shemot 1:15 N P78 My 2y “wn

Shifra—This is Yoceheved 1V 21Da
(Jocheved) because she N NIOVNVY VY TIOV 1T - N9V
(meshaperet) would put ST
the newborn in proper , NOY DV DY DI - NS
physical condition. DOWIN TITI TH INN N2
Puah—This is Miriam because she 79 (DY) N212N PPN MO»INN
(puah) would make loud noises and NToVD (20 “YW) 10D NPYS WD
speak and articulate to the newborn : IYON
as do women who pacify a child that is

crying.

Shemot Rabba 1:13

“To the Jewish midwives” (Shemot 1:15)—this was to
Yocheved and Miriam.

Miriam was only five years old at this time, since Aharon
was three years older than Moshe, and she would
accompany Yocheved to help her.

“The name of the second (midwife) was Puah”—

Since she would pacify the baby with wine;

Since she would (mapiya) revive the baby (make his face
shine) when they said it was dead (commentaries—by
praying, talking to them, or through medicines);

Since she would (hofiya) make Israel shine to G-d
(commentaries--by teaching them, through her
prophecies);

Since she (hofiya) revealed her face brazenly against
Pharaoh saying, “Woe to this man, when G-d will come
to punish him!” Pharaoh then became so angry with

her that he wanted to have her killed. But her mother
appeased him and said, “Are you paying attention to her?
She is but a child and doesn’t understand anything.”
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Rashi Shemot 1:16 N 1A ninvy 2y »¥'wn
If it is a son—He was particular only TV 2104
in regard to the male children because XN 9P 770 NI - ‘99 X1 12 OX
his astrologers told him that a son was PPNVINIZ INNRY DD DY
to be born who would liberate them. : DM YYINM 12 TONND PNYY
Rashi Shemot 1:17 N P18 Ny 2y v
They made the children live—They m 21va
provided water and food for them. DNY MPADN - BY1997 NN PINM

: (DY NVID) MDY DN

Rashi Shemot 1:21 N P1a mnvy 2y “vn
He made them houses—Houses NJ 1DAa
of Kehuna (Priesthood) and Leviya 72) NNND PN - BN DNHY WY
(Levites) and royalty--which are ‘N P2 NN 12N 0N PIPY MM
referred to as houses (dynasties). L1251 MY NNND LTONN M NN
Kehuna and Leviya for Yocheved; NOVID ‘DN NNONTI DINN NIDYNI
royalty for Miriam (King David). :(ow)

Alternate explanation—Rashbam:
Pharaoh provided them with houses. He placed them
under house arrest.
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Rashi Shemot 1:22 N P My 2y fvA
To his whole nation—Also upon Ad 1A
them (the Egyptians) he issued the TONY DY I OPOY N - Y HaY
decree. On the day that Moshe was TN 0PN PINVIN Y NN NN

born, his (Pharaoh’s) astrologers told DX DX DX PYTY IX PN WD
him, “Today their savior was born, D2 MP52 191DV NN PN INIWIN

but we do not know whether he is DYI¥NN DY GN DPN ININ I 729D
from the Egyptians or from the Jews, 72N 90X N2Y T2 120 75 “Now
but we foresee that he is destined to 19OV DOYTY PN KD DM DI
be smitten through water.” Therefore, 112N DY MPOS

on that day, Pharaoh decreed also

regarding the Egyptians as it said,

“Every son that will be born,” and

it does not say, “That will be born to the Hebrews.” The
astrologers did not know, however, that Moshe was
destined to be smitten by the waters of Meriva.
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