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Tour of the Mishnah
The Third Book of Mishnah: Nashim
By Rabbi Yosef Shaffer
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In loving memory of Reb Gedaliah Shaffer O.B.M.
Zeraim Moed Nezikin Kodshim Taharos
Agricultural Shabbat and Civil and The Holy Laws of ritual

Mitzvos Holidays Judicial Law Temple purity

‘ Yevamos ‘ Kesubos Nedarim Nazir Sotah Gittin Kidushin
Yevamos

Laws of Levirate marriage: in the event that a man dies childless, it is a mitzvah for his brother and widow to

marry, thus perpetuating his name. If they do not want to marry they perform the mitzvah of Chalitzah.
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The (best performance of the) Mitzvah is for the oldest brother to perform Yibum. If he does not want to the

other brothers are approached. If they do not want to the oldest brother is told: The mitzvah is incumbent on

you; either perform Yibum or Chalitzah.

Kesubos

Laws of the Kesubah; the Rabbinically mandated pre-nuptial agreement.
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If he did not write to her (in the Kesubah) “If you are taken captive | will redeem you and bring you home...” he

is still obligated to do so, for it is a stipulation of the Court.
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Nedarim

Laws governing vows.
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All euphemisms used for vows are treated like vows...

Nazir

A Nazir is someone who takes the Nazirite vow, thus forbidding himself from drinking wine, contracting

tumah (ritual impurity), cutting his hair, and some other laws described in Numbers Chapter 6.

Sotah

The procedure outlined in Numbers Chapter 5.
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And so for the good: Miriam waited for Moses for one hour, as it states:(Exodus 2:4) "And his sister stood
from afar" - Therefore Israel waited for her seven days in the desert, as it states: (Bamidbar 12:15) "And the
nation did not travel until the gathering (healing) of Miriam." Joseph had the merit to bury his father and
none of his brothers were greater than him, as it states: (Genesis 50: 7-9) And Joseph went up to bury his
father... And the nation went up and also chariots and horsemen" - who of us was greater than Joseph, that
none attended him except Moses. Moses had the merit for the bones of Joseph, and none of Israel were
greater than him, as it states: (Exodus 13, 19) And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him" - Who was
greater than Moses, that none attended him except G-d, as it states: (Deuteronomy 34:6) "And he buried him
in the valley." None on Moses alone said, except on all the righteous, as it states: (Isaiah 58:8) "And you go

before Hashem and be righteous to honor in Hashem when he will gather."
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Gittin
Divorce law.
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Any get not written specifically for the sake of a (certain) woman is invalid. How so? One who is walking in
the marketplace and hears scribes reading (aloud as they wrote in a divorce document) ‘so and so is divorcing
so and so from such and such a place’ and says ‘ those are the same as my name and that of my wife’ it is till
invalid (to be used by this man in divorcing his wife). Furthermore, if he wrote a Get (divorce document) and
then decided not to use it (but to remain married), and then upon meeting a neighbor who tells him ‘these
names are identical to mine and my wife’s’ it is still invalid (for the neighbor). Furthermore, if a man was
married to two wives* and wrote a Get for one of them, he may not use it for the other. Furthermore, if he

told the scribe to write the Get (without specific intent for one of the wives) he may not use it (for either).

Kidushin

Betrothal and marriage.
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A man betroths by himself and through an agent, and a woman is betrothed by herself and through an agent.
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And | will betroth thee unto Me for ever

*By Biblical law this is permitted, it is prohibited though, by Rabbinic decree.
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