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T he subject of Parashat Toldot is Isaac, Abraham’s heir and successor. Isaac was the 
child of Abraham and Sarah’s old age, the son for whom they had prayed and 
waited for decades and on whom they pinned all their hopes of continuing their 

lifework so that their vision of making the world into God’s home not come to naught. 

a suitable match for him so that he, in turn, could perpetuate their heritage and vision.
Yet, the picture the Torah presents us of Isaac seems in many ways the antithesis of 

all that we know about his father Abraham. True, Isaac is no less devoted to carrying 

tion at God’s behest. But in the Torah’s account of Isaac’s life, we see no expansion of his 

order to enlarge his immediate family beyond the two children born to him from his one 
wife. He seems content to passively let life unfold around him; he is much more passively 
acted upon by events and circumstances than actively initiating them. In fact, his life is 

of only one parashah (in contrast with Abraham and Sarah’s three and Jacob’s six!). The 
one and only active undertaking the Torah relates regarding Isaac is that he dug wells. 
Is this—of all things—the only achievement the illustrious heir to Abraham’s legacy is 
capable of?

On the other hand, the Torah records no hint that anyone—not Abraham, and not even 

be a tacit understanding that Isaac was doing what he was supposed to be doing. Quietly, 
and without fanfare, he continued his father’s enterprise, not by emulating his father’s 
behavior but by taking it to the next, higher level.

Isaac understood (and, in all likelihood, so did Abraham) that as revolutionary and 

possible audience by making no prior demands on his listeners. This was really the only 

Toldot

Overview



OVERVIEW OF TOLDOT

ested in what he had to say, stipulating conditions would have unnecessarily limited his 

totally new to us, we are likely to not understand a word and walk away as ignorant of 

what we heard. The most we can get out of such an experience is to be vaguely impressed 
by the personality of the lecturer and/or the apparent depth of the topic. We may be 
inspired to read the assignment next time, but the lecture’s success in having changed our 

Similarly, Abraham may have impressed and inspired his audiences, but since he did 

than those he could expose them to himself. They remained essentially unchanged by his 

presence and resumed their own lives, their enthusiasm for his teachings waned.
Isaac thus sensed that the very approach responsible for the outstanding success of 

his father’s program was, paradoxically, also the greatest threat to its perpetuation. He 
understood that, in order to ensure the continued success of his father’s undertaking, his 
own discipline, strictness, rigorousness and a respect for standards (gevurah) would now 

chesed
ism had had to complement his father’s universalism.

the disciple to assume responsibility for laying the spiritual groundwork before hearing 
the master’s lesson. Whereas Abraham’s approach can be conceived of as a downward 
vector, bringing Divinity “down” to even the lowest rungs of humanity, Isaac’s approach 

ingly higher levels of Divine consciousness into their lives. 
This was precisely the message Isaac communicated to the world by digging wells. 

message to the world was: “Come revive your jaded, insensate minds with the refreshing 
water of Divine consciousness,” Isaac’s message was: “Now that you have been revived, 

bering your life, and you will reveal within yourself a wellspring of Divine awareness that 

(True, Abraham also dug wells. But it is profoundly telling that all his wells were 

himself, and always focusing inward. In this way, he reached a spiritual perfection so 
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intense that, coupled with his material success, it drew others to him instinctively.1 He 
had no need to seek disciples; disciples sought him. His charismatic spirituality even won 

ousy of his success and growing following.2

This is why this parashah is called Toldot, which means “descendants.” Adam, Noah, 
Shem, Abraham, Jacob, and even Terach, Ishmael, and Esau—all the central personalities 

chronicle of Isaac’s lifework, as recorded in the single parashah that focuses on him, that is 
entitled Toldot. For only Isaac embodied and preached the approach that ensures lasting 
results, that produces disciples—one’s spiritual “children”—capable of standing on their 
own.

selves on their own. Thus, although the changes they made in their lives under Isaac’s 

them great heights, but could not keep them there; Isaac kept them where he took them, 

ize.
Furthermore, by insisting that his audience elevate themselves in order to receive 

T
marily emulate Abraham’s work, spreading Divine consciousness as widely as possible, 

seminating Divine consciousness depends on our own spiritual growth, for we cannot 
hope to inspire others if we allow our personal spiritual wellsprings to run dry. On the 

the more they will be swept up by our enthusiasm, even if it is communicated to them 
only subliminally.  

A
Isaac’s approach renders it central to the prophetic vision of the messianic future. Until 

3 In the messianic future, in contrast, we will not have 
to reach out to the world; rather—

The mountain of God’s House shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations 

mountain of God, to the House of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us 
of His ways so we may walk in His paths.” For the Torah will go forth from 
Zion and the word of God from Jerusalem.4

1. Below, 26:13. 2. 3. Mishneh Torah, Melachim 8:10. 4.
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The intense spirituality emanating from the Holy Temple in Jerusalem will draw the 

to come to the Holy City to learn God’s will, thereby transforming the whole world into 
God’s home.5

5. Torah Or 17c; Likutei Sichot
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25:19

20

either out of fear of punishment or out of fear of the

to as the lower level of fear (yirah tata’ah
◆ [Son of] Abraham (kindness/love): doing God’s will 

ahavah
zuta

◆ Abraham: doing God’s will and loving God without 
ahavah

rabbah
◆ [was the father of] Isaac: doing God’s will out of a hu-

-

level of fear (yirah ila’ah
-

of self-interest11 -

-
12

Abraham was the father of Isaac: 13

14

-

-

was more of an innovator interested in forging a new 

-
-

kindness15

9. 10. Likutei Levi Yitzchakk Zohar 11. See Nazir 12. Likutei Sichot
13. 14. Agadat Bereishit Tanchuma Toldot Bava Metzia 15.
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Genesis 25:19-20

The Birth of Jacob and Esau
25:19 parashah 1

-

parashah -

◆
◆

◆ -

◆ -

The following are
the descendants of Isaac, son of Abraham. Although Abraham was also the father

was the 
father of Isaac .
20 Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebecca

. the daughter of Bethuel
the Aramean of Padan Aram and the sister of Laban the Aramean 

Aram is referred to here as Padan Aram -
padan -

2 and Aram Tzovah3

19 Isaac son of Abraham…Abraham was the father 
of Isaac: -

4

-
-

5

I
-
-

-
-

6

-

 Simi-
Elo-

kim

(Havayah and Keil9

T

◆ Isaac

1. 2. 3. 4. Tanchuma Toldot Bereishit Rabbah 5. Likutei Sichot
6. 7. 8.
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21

22

-

-

25 Esau’s pro-

-

-
-

-

-

and transforming even that untamed domain into a 

-
26

Re-

-

-

24. Commentary on the Mishnah Avot 25. 26. Likutei Sichot 27. Kli
Yekar
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Genesis 25:21-22

21 -

-
16

-
Isaac plead-

ed with G  while his wife did the same at the opposite for she
was barren. G responded 
to plea, -

his wife Rebecca conceived.

19

22 The children struggled within her. 

 she said, 
“If so great, why did I  it?” So she went to the

to inquire of G

-

21 Isaac pleaded with G :

21 -

-
-

The Talmud22

23

22 When she passed by a temple of idol worship, 
Esau would try to get out: 

-
in utero?

because
-

-

-
24

-

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. Likutei Sichot
21. Bereishit Rabbah 22. Yevamot 23. Or HaTorah Bereishit Sefer HaMa’amarim 5684
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23

25 24

26

complete nine-

the completion

39 -

-

-
-

25

-
bar or 

bat mitzvah
41

42

-

-
43

HaMa’amarim 5691 Sefer HaMa’amarim Kuntreisim 37. 38. 39. 40. Li-
kutei Sichot 41. See Zohar 42. See Likutei Sichot 43. Sefer HaSichot 5751
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Genesis 25:23-26

23 G  told to her, “The progenitors of two nations are in yourf
womb.

these two powers will diverge
from within you -

.

 the upper hand will pass from 
one power to the other . Nonetheless, 

the elder will serve the younger and 
.”29

24 Her pregnancy reached full term, twins in her womb was 
.

25
and full of hair all over like a woolen cloak hair, so everyone

him Esau [Asui— .
26 His brother then emerged, and his hand was grasping Esau’s heel

. He was grasp-
ing Esau’s heel 31

named Jacob [Ya’akov akeiv—

Esau’s heel. 32 Isaac was in his sixtieth year when 
 gave birth to them.

33

34

Which one would inherit the blessings of the physi-
cal world and which one the blessings of the World 
to Come:

-

-

35

23 When one rises, the other will fall: 

-

we let the holiness and goodness of our Divine souls 
-
-

36

24 Her pregnancy reached full term: Two generations

-

28.
29. Likutei Sichot 30. Likutei Sichot

31. 32. Bereishit Rabbah 33. Midbar Kedeimot s.v. geirim Sefer HaMa’amarim
5562 34. Likutei Sichot 35. Likutei Sichot 36. Sefer
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27

28

29

53

T
-

54

-

-

-

55

He went to live in the tents of Shem and Ever to study 
the Torah:

56

-

[28] Isaac loved Esau for the game he provided: 

-
59 61

62

-

63

-

64

-
-

65

Sichot 58. Sanhedrin 59. Mishneh Torah Commentary on the Mishnah Eiduyot
Seder HaDorot s.v. Shemayah Eiden Tzion s.v. Shemayah v’Avtalyon 60. Mishneh Torah Seder HaDorot s.v. Akiva

Sha’ar HaGilgulim 61. Mishneh Torah Seder HaDorot s.v. Meir Eiden Tzion s.v. Rabbi Meir 62. Torah 
Or Torat Chaim Bereishit Ma’amarei Admor HaEmtzai Bereishit 63. Targum Yonatan
64. 65. Likutei Sichot
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Genesis 25:27-29

The Sale of the Birthright
27

the boys grew

-
44 -

Esau became an expert in ensnaring him into thinking he was
.

-
45

-

46

 man
who spent his time in .  Jacob was 
a guileless man,  live in the
tents .
28 Isaac loved Esau  for the game he provided from his hunting and because

his cunning words, while Rebecca loved Jacob.
29 -

Jacob was cooking a stew of red lentils to serve his father as the 
-

.

27 Esau became an expert in ensnaring him into 
thinking he was exceedingly pious: The Torah men-

-

-
-

Jacob was a guileless man: -
tam

(temimut 49 although all the patri-

-

-

-
-

51

-
52

-

44. 45. 46. Likutei Sichot 47. 48. Hitva’aduyot 5744
HaYom Yom Sivan 49. 50. 51. Zohar Tanya 52. See Sifri

53. Likutei Sichot 54. 55. Likutei Sichot 56. 57. Likutei
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 ONKELOS 30

31

32

33

34

26:1

2

2 Do not go down to Egypt: The true home of the

-
mand

-

66. Sanhedrin 67. 68. Likutei Sichot 69. Rashi
Nitzutzei Orot and Nitzutzei HaZohar on Zohar Likutei Sichot 70.

71. See Mishneh Torah Avodah Zarah 72. Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 73. Likutei Sichot ad
loc 74. Berachot 75. See Bet Yosef on f Turr Orach Chaim Midrash Tehilim Midrash Shmuel 76.
amidah 77. Likutei Sichot
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Genesis 25:30-26:2

30 -
ed!” He was therefore given the name Edom [adom— .
31 -

Jacob replied, “
 sell me your birthright, as day.”

32 Esau

66 Esau said, “Look, I’m going to  die
-

I’m going to die
, so of what use is a birthright to me? ”

33 Jacob said, “Make an oath to me this day,” so he swore to him and sold his 
birthright to Jacob.
34 Jacob then gave Esau bread and the lentil stew; he ate and drank, and got 

.

Isaac in Philistia
26:1 There was again
been in the days of Abraham, so Isaac went to dwell with Avi-
melech, king of the Philistines, in Gerar.
2 -

G  appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt

.  live in the Land of which I shall tell you. 

69 is
 It is therefore 

[2] Outside the Land of Israel, in a place where 
people are not yet conscious of God’s presence:

-

-

-

-

A CLOSER LOOK
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3

4

5

Abraham heeded My voice, and observed My restric-
tions, My commandments My rules, and My instruc-
tion: -

 How-

-
-

-

-
-
-

[5] Because Abraham heeded My voice: The word 
-

-

-

-
91

92

A CLOSER LOOK

85. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5697 Sefer HaMa’amarim 5708 Likutei Sichot 86. Kidushin 87. Torah
Or 88. Hitva’aduyot 5745 89. Nedarim 90. Mishneh Torah Avodah Zarah 91. See Avot 92. Likutei
Sichot Likutei Sichot
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Genesis 26:3-5

3 Sojourn in this land, and 
I will be with you and bless you, for I will give all these lands to 

Abraham:
4 I will make your descendants so numerous

as the stars of the sky,  and will give all these 
lands to your descendants. And all the nations of the earth will bless themselves 
by mentioning the names of your descendantsf

5 because  Abraham heeded 
My voice when I tested him, and 

he also observed My
restrictions

;
My commandments ;
and My rules, . In ad-

My
instructions .”

Isaac had considered going down to Egypt, just as his 
father Abraham had:

-
-

draw the outside world to him and make them aspire 

-

-

5 Because Abraham heeded My voice: The word for 

-

78. 79. 80. Likutei Sichot 81. Likutei Sichot 82.
83. 84. Likutei Sichot
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SECOND & THIRD READING

77 6

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
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Genesis 26:6-17

Second Reading 6 So
7 When the local people asked about his wife, he said -

“She is my sister.” because
he was afraid to say to them, “She is my wife”—“lest the lo-
cal people kill me on account of Rebecca, because she is of beautiful appearance.”
8

 had been there a long time, 
Avimelech, king of the Philistines, looked 

out the window and caught sight of Isaac gladdening his wife Re-
becca .
9 Avimelech summoned Isaac and said, “So she is really your wife! How could 
you have said, ‘She is my sister’?” Isaac answered him, “For I thought, ‘Lest I die 
because of her.’ ”
10 Avimelech then said, “What have you done to us? 
one among the people could easily have had relations with your wife, and you 
would have brought guilt upon us!”
11 Avimelech issued an order of warning to all the people: “Whosoever lays a 

12 Isaac sowed grain in that region and in that year -

he nonetheless reaped a hundredfold , for
G  had blessed him.

they found a hundred-
fold again,  for G  had blessed him.93

Third Reading 13 the man prospered, and continued to prosper until he 
became extremely wealthy.

14 enterprises, and the Philis-
tines envied him.
15 They blocked up all the wells that his father’s servants had dug in the days 
of his father Abraham,94 Their pretext was that these

16 Avimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you have become much more
powerful than we are.”
17 Isaac went away from there and encamped in the Gerar Valley, 

12 Isaac sowed grain in that region and in that year: As

95

-
96

-
-

93. Likutei Sichot 94. 95. Tanya 96. See Bereishit Rabbah 97. Mishneh Torah
Ma’aser Likutei Sichot Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer
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THIRD READING

 ONKELOS 18

19

20

21

22

-
 Immersion 

-

20 The shepherds…quarreled with Isaac’s shepherds, 
saying…the water is ours: 

-

-

-

22 So he named it Rechovot [“open spaces”]: These 
-

[18] And gave them the same names that his fa-
ther had given them:
names  like the names  that his father had

vav

vav

The image of the vav

-
ed in the missing vav -

-
vav

103. Likutei Torah 104. Megaleh Amukot 105. Reshimot 106. Likutei Sichot
107. Sefer HaMa’amarim Kuntreisim
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Genesis 26:18-22

18 He re-dug the other wells of water that had been dug in the days of his fa-

gave them the same names that his father had given them.
19 Isaac’s servants then dug elsewhere in the Gerar valley, and found a well of 
fresh spring water there.
20 The shepherds of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s shepherds, saying, “

the water is ours.” 
named the well Esek , because they had contended with him.
21 They dug another well, and they quarreled over that one, too, so  named 
it Sitnah .
22 He moved on from there and dug another well, and they did not quar-
rel over it, so he named it Rechovot , saying, “For now G
has granted us ample space in the 
land.”

18 He re-dug the wells of water that had been dug in 
the days of his father Abraham: 

-

generation and set the tone for how the Divine mission 
-

-
99

-
ham’s death

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

T

-
-

-

19 Isaac’s servants…found a well of fresh spring wa-
ter:

mikveh -

98. Likutei Sichot 99. Likutei Sichot 100. Sefer HaMa’amarim Kuntreisim
Likutei Sichot Torah Or Likutei Sichot 101. Torah Or Or HaTorah Beshalach
See Avodah Zarah 102. Bava Batra
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FOURTH & FIFTH READING

24 23

25

26

27

28

29

31 30

32

-
tion -

111

112

113 -

114

32 We have found water: 
-

110. 111. Mishneh Torah Beit HaBechirah 112. Bava Batra 113. See Mishneh
Torah Beit HaBechirah 114. Likutei Sichot
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Genesis 26:23-32

Isaac in Beersheba
Fourth Reading 23 From there, he went up to Beersheba.
24 G  appeared to him that night and said, “I am the God of your father Abra-
ham. Do not be afraid , for I am with you. I will bless
you and make your descendants numerous, for the sake of My servant Abra-
ham.”
25  built an altar there and invoked G . He pitched his tent there, and 
there Isaac’s servants dug  well -

.
26 Avimelech came to him from Gerar, together with a group of
some of his friends and Pikol, chief of his troops.
27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate
me and therefore sent me away from you?”
28 They replied, “We have seen  seen 
that G has been with you,  so we said: Let 
the solemn oath made between us now
between us and you, and let us make a covenant with you
29 that you will do us no evil, just as we did you no harm 
leave, and just as we treated you only with kindness and let you leave in peace. 
Now, you please treat us in the are blessed by G .”

30 He prepared them a feast and 
they ate and drank.
31 They got up early in the morning and made an oath to each other. Isaac then 
sent them on their way and they departed from him in peace.
32 On that very day, Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well they had 
dug, and they said to him, “We have found water!”

-

-
-

-

-

108. Likutei Sichot 109.
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FIFTH READING

 ONKELOS 33

34

35

27:1

Esek (Contention)
-

contends

Sitnah (Harassment) -
-

contends harasses

-

Rechovot (Open Spaces or Relief)

th

122

Shevuah (Oath or Seven)
seventh Hosha’ana Rabbah

-

123

1 His eyesight had become dim…by Divine provi-
dence so that he could be deceived into blessing Ja-
cob rather than Esau: 

[1] The smoke from Esau’s wives’ idolatrous in-
Al-

124
-
-

ship.
125 He therefore

126

A CLOSER LOOK

122. Nedarim 123. Likutei Levi Yitzchakk Igrot 124. 125.
ad loc 126. Likutei Sichot
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Genesis 26:33-27:1

33 He named the well Shivah [from she-
vuah— . The name of the city was 
therefore -
ed115 as Beersheba ,
and this remains its name to this very
day .

Esau Marries
34 when Esau was forty 
years old,

he also married.

-
116 Judith [Yehudit

the
daughter of Be’eri

.
her Basmat

.119

35 These wives were spiritually rebellious toward Isaac and Rebecca
.

The Blessings of Isaac
27:1 Isaac had grown old.

dimmed his 
eyesight. his eyesight had dim

121

He summoned his elder son Esau and said to him, “My son,” and he answered 
him, “Here I am.”

:

115. 116. 117. 118. Likutei Sichot
119. Maskil LeDavid 120. Likutei Sichot 121.
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FIFTH READING

3 2

4

5

6

7

- 135

[4] So that I may grant you my soul’s blessing: Al-
136 he 

saw that Esau possessed an exalted soul originat-

of Tohu
-

-

-

Tohu
Tikun -

-

135. Likutei Sichot 136. 137. Torah Or Sefer HaMa’amarim Melukat 138. Likutei
Sichot
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Genesis 27:2-7

2 said, “See, I have now grown old; I do not know 
the day of my death.

129 -

3 So now, please, sharpen your weapons—your sword and the arrows
for ownerless game.

4 Then prepare me some delicacies to my liking, and bring them to me so that I 
may eat, so that I may grant you my soul’s blessing before I die.”
5 Rebecca had been listening while Isaac was speaking to Esau, his son. Esau 

to trap some ownerless game
to bring home stolen game if no

.
6 Rebecca said to her son Jacob, “I just heard your father speak-
ing to your brother Esau, saying,
7 ‘Bring me some game and prepare me delicacies, so that I may eat and bless 
you in G ’s presence and with His approval before I die.’

131 relates how God refused to 

-

132

-
133

4 So that I may grant you my soul’s blessing: 
-

-

134

127. 128. 129. Likutei Sichot 130. -
ies on Rashi ad loc 131. Sanhedrin 132. 133. Likutei Sichot 134. Torah Or
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FIFTH READING

9 8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

12 Perhaps my father will…regard me as an impostor,
and I will bring a curse upon myself, not a blessing: 

143 144

-

-
145

-

-
146

15 Rebecca took…Esau’s clothes…and put them on…

Jacob:

-

-

143. 144. Bereishit Rabbah 145. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5703 Sefer HaMa’amarim Melukat
146. Sefer HaMa’amarim 147. 148.

Biurei HaChumash Bereishit
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Genesis 27:8-18

8 So now, my son, heed my words in regard to what I command you.
9

there two choice kid-goats. th

I will make delicacies out of the other one of them, such as 
your father likes .
10 You shall then bring them to your father and he will eat, so that he will bless 
you before he dies.”
11 Jacob said to Rebecca his mother, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man, while 
I am a smooth-skinned man.
12 Perhaps my father will touch me, and then he will regard me as an impostor, 
and I will bring a curse upon myself, not a blessing!”
13 His mother said to him, “Let your curse be upon me, my son. Just heed my 
voice and go and bring them to me.”
14 He went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother pre-
pared delicacies to his father’s liking.
15 Rebecca then took her older son Esau’s clean clothes

.139 These
 were with her in the house -

 She put 
them on her younger son Jacob,
16 and placed the kid-goat skins on his arms and on the smooth part of his 
neck.
17 She then handed to her son Jacob the delicacies and the bread she had pre-
pared.
18 He came to his father and said, “Father,” and he replied, “Here I am. Who are 
you, my son?”

[13] Let your curse be upon me: 
-

-

-
-

141

[15] Rebecca…took her older son Esau’s…
clothes…and put them on her younger son Jacob:

and intense energies of Tohu
Tikun

Tohu -

-
-

of Tohu

142

139. Bereishit Rabbah 140. 141. Likutei Sichot 142. Sefer HaMa’amarim
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FIFTH READING

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

we remain aware of the Torah’s Divine author while we 
152 153

The voice is the voice of Jacob…the hands are the 
hands of Esau: 

the voice of Jacob

the hands of Esau
154

[25] And he brought him wine: 
Zoharr 155

gevurah

Tohu
-

156

-
sis is the hallmark of the world of Tikun

-
mercha kefulah) under the 

152. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5699 153. 154. Bereishit Rabbah Yefeh Toar ad loc. 155. 156.
157. Torah Or
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Genesis 27:19-27

19 Jacob answered his father, “ I; Esau

-
“I have done as you 

told me.”

always  “Please 
arise and be seated , and partake of my game, so that you may grant
me your soul’s blessing.”
20 it so quickly, my son?” He replied, 
“Because G , your God, arranged for me.”
21 Isaac

He therefore said to 
Jacob, “Please come close and let me touch you, my son. Are you really my son
Esau?”
22 So Jacob drew close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The 
voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands—to the

—are the hands of Esau.”
23 He did not recognize him, because his arms were hairy like the arms of his 
brother Esau, so he bless him.
24 He said, “So you really are my son Esau,” and he replied, “I .”

25 Then said, “Serve me so that I may partake of my son’s game, so that I
may grant you my soul’s blessing.”

served him and he ate, and he brought him wine and he drank.
26 His father Isaac said to him, “Please come close and kiss me, my son.”
27 He came close and kissed him, and smelled the fragrance of his gar-
ments. -

149

 blessed him as follows: He said, “See, my son’s fra-
grance is  has blessed. This indi-

22 The voice is the voice of Jacob: The word 

-

151 the image of the vav
-

vav
rises upward

vav
-

149. 150. Bereishit Rabbah 151.
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SIXTH READING

28

29

30

31

-
dent holiness of the Ten Commandments into the nat-

-

-
-

the form of heightened spiritual awareness and inspi-

-

-

-
-

169

31 Let my father arise and partake of his son’s game:

-

-

-

166. 167. 168. 169. Likutei Sichot 170. Bereishit Rabbah
171.  ad loc
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Genesis 27:28-31

Sixth Reading 28 May God therefore grant you

(1) of the dew of the heavens and (2) the fat of the land, 
and (3) an abundance of grain and (4) wine.
29 (5) May peoples serve you, and (6) nations bow down to you. May you be
master over your brothers, and may your mother’s sons prostrate themselves
before you. Although

those who curse you shall be cursed, and those
who bless you shall be blessed.”
30

hunt.
31 He, too, had prepared delicacies and brought them to his father. He said to his 
father, “Let my father arise and partake of his son’s game, so that you may give
me your soul’s blessing.”

159 When 

27 See, my son’s fragrance is like the fragrance of a
has blessed: 

-

to in this verse:
My son’s fragrance beni) is sim-

banui -

-

161

-

plowed like a 162

Which God has blessed
163

-
-

-

-

-

164

28 May God grant you: -
165 166

-

through the
Torah and for

-

-
-

-

158. Likutei Sichot 159. 160. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5709 161.
162. 163. Sifrei 164. Likutei Sichot 165. Avot Rosh HaShanah Zo-

har Tikunei Zohar Pelach HaRimon Pardes Rimonim Melechet Shlomo on Avot 5:1) 
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SIXTH READING

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

399

35 Your brother came with guile:

-

-
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Genesis 27:32-39

32 -
born son, Esau.”
33 Isaac shuddered in great bewilderment. 

He therefore asked, “Then who was it—and where is 
he—who trapped game and brought it to me, and I partook of it all before your
arrival, and I blessed him? 

-

so he will indeed be blessed.” -

34
cry and said to his father, “Bless me, too, my father!”
35 He replied, “Your brother came with guile and took your blessing.”
36 Esau said, “Is that why he was named Jacob akov—

, foretelling that he would ensnare me twice?!” 
“He took away

my birthright, and now look, he has also taken my blessing!” 
then 

asked , “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?”
37 Isaac answered, saying to Esau, “ I have 
made him master over you, and have given him all his brothers as servants, so

And I have sustained him with grain and wine, so what, then, I
can do for you, my son?”
38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Father, 
bless me too!” And Esau wept aloud.
39 His father Isaac then replied and said to him, “

that your dwelling will be with the fat of the land and with the dew of 
the heavens above.

- -

172. Likutei Sichot 173. 174. 175.
176. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5697 177. Likutei Sichot
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SIXTH READING

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

28:1

2

3
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Genesis 27:40-28:3

40 You shall live by your sword, and you shall serve your brother. But when 
you are aggrieved that

.”
41 Esau harbored hatred toward Jacob because of the inferior bless-
ing with which his father had blessed him
him. so Esau said to himself, “The days 
of mourning for my father will soon be here; I will and
then kill my brother Jacob.”

Isaac Sends Jacob to Padan Aram
42 Rebecca was told through Divine inspiration what her older son Esau had said
to himself. She sent word and summoned her younger son Jacob, and said, “Your 
brother Esau is consoling himself 

by planning to kill you. He regrets 
being your brother is now being 
consoled .
43
Charan.
44 Remain with him a while until your brother’s anger has 
subsided,
45
you did to him. I will then send word and bring you from there. Do not make the 

Why should I be bereaved of both of you in one day?” -

46
one of the lo-

cal girls, why should I go on living?”
28:1 So Isaac called for Jacob and blessed him as follows.  He instructed him, 
saying to him, “Do not take a wife from among the Canaanite women.
2 Arise and set out for Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel, your mother’s fa-
ther, and take yourself a wife from there, from among the daughters of Laban,
your mother’s brother.
3 And may God Almighty  bless you and 
make you fruitful and numerous, so that you  become a community
of peoples.

178. Likutei Sichot 179. 180. 181. Likutei Sichot
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4

may God bestow  the same blessing Abraham
when he despite

children
-
-

through you, for yourself and for your descendants with you,
rather than through Esau and .
I know that God promised that Ishmael  and Esau -

because
you who will take possession of the land in which you 

have been sojourning, which God gave to Abraham.”
Seventh Reading 5 Isaac then sent Jacob on his way and he set out for Padan 
Aram, to the house of Laban, son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Ref -
becca, who was the mother of Jacob and Esau.

Esau Takes Another Wife
6 When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and had sent him to Padan Aram 
to take himself a wife from there, and that when he blessed him he had com-
manded him, saying, “Do not take a wife from among the Canaanite girls,”

7 and that Jacob had obeyed his father and mother, and had gone to Pa-
dan Aram,
8 Esau understood that the Canaanite girls were evil in the eyes of his father 
Isaac.
9 191 to Ish-
mael, and married Machalat daughter of Abraham’s son Ishmael
order to show that he was no less deferential to his father’s wishes than was his 

182. 183. 184. 185. 186. 187.
188. 189. Likutei Sichot 190. 191. Likutei
Sichot
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SEVENTH READING

more

192 -

193

the sis-
ter of Nevayot

194

195

196

in addition to 
his otherr  wives .

19

19 199
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Malachi 1:1–2:7

In parashat Toldot, the lines begin to be drawn between the opposing cultures derived the twin brothers Jacob
and Esau. In this , God is choice for the descendants and inheritors of Jacob, despite the apparent
success of Esau’s which served to enervate the Jewish people’s for their Divine

1:1 The prophetic burden of the word of
G , to be to Israel through
Malachi:

2 “I loved you, says G . If you ask, ‘How
have You shown Your love for us?’ this
is G ’s response: ‘Was not Esau Jacob’s
brother? Yet I loved Jacob, giving the

desirable land on earth; 3 and I hated
Esau, banishing that land so
Jacob could have it. I made his mountains
desolation and his heritage a habitat for
the jackals of the desert.’

4 If Edom says, ‘We have become destitute,
but we will return to the land we have been
forced to leave and rebuild our ruins,’
then this is what G of Hosts has said:
‘They may build, but I will demolish,
and they will be known as ‘the region of
wickedness, the people who angered G
forever.’ 5 Your eyes shall behold it, and
you will say, ‘G is known as great even
beyond the borders of Israel, by it
known that we are His people.’

6 A son is required to honor his father;
and a servant, his master. ‘If, then, I am a
father to you, where is My honor? And if
I am a master to you, where is My awe?’
says G of Hosts to you, the priests who scorn My Name. You say, as I knew you
would, ‘How have we scorned Your Name?’ 7 I answer, ‘By abominable food
on My altar.’ You say, ‘How have we abominated You?’ I answer, ‘By saying, “God’s
table is contemptible.” You have scorned the law according to which priests working in
the not swap their portions in the various and
grain but rather each priest receive his portion of every and grain

no how 22 Thus, if it happened that each priest only received a few
of a grain you called God’s table

8 And when you present a blind animal for is that not evil? And when
you up the lame or sick, is that not evil? Just try to present such things to your
governor! Will he be pleased with you, or receive you favorably?’ says G of Hosts.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

22.  73a.



9

10

11

12

13

14

2:1

2

3

9 ‘Yet now, you priests, the people ask of
you, “Please implore the favor of God,
that He be gracious to us!” But this evil
is your own doing, so will He receive the
prayers you favorably?’ says G of
Hosts.

10 ‘If only there were one among you who
would close the doors, so that you
might not kindle on My altar in vain
and up such .
Moreover, you expected Me to reward you
for even the slightest task in the
so I have no pleasure in you,’ says G
of Hosts, ‘and I will not accept a

from your hand. 11 For from
where the sun rises until where it sets,
My Name is great among the nations.
Even idolaters know that I the
God. Everywhere, burnt are
presented by the gentiles to My Name, as
well as pure for My Name
is great among the nations,’ says G of
Hosts. ‘ wherever there are
Torah scholars who study the laws of the

and wherever there are Jews who
do My will and pray sincerely, I consider
it as if they had up pure grain-

to Me. 12 But you priests profane
My and My altar by saying, “God’s
table is abominable,” and by remarking,
“Its food is contemptible.”

13 You people of Israel say, “Here is a
feeble animal”; you up

saying that this is the best you can You thereby aggrieve My altar,’ says
G of Hosts. ‘You bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick, and present them as a

Will I accept it from your hand?’ says G . 14 ‘Cursed be the deceiver who has
a robust ram in his yet vows and something blemished to God, saying
he has none than this; for I am a great King,’ says G of Hosts, ‘and My Name is
feared among the nations.

2:1 And now, O priests, this commandment is for you: Do not up such on
My altar!

2 If you will not listen, and will not take it to heart, to give glory to My Name,’ says G
of Hosts, ‘then I will send a curse among you, and I will curse your blessings, i.e., your
grain, wine, and oil. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not take it to
heart and I know you will not obey this . 3 I am going to rebuke your seed in
the and strew dung on your faces—the dung of your festival it will
make you resemble it.
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4

5

6

7

4 Then you will know that I have
sent you this commandment, so that you
repent and My covenant with the priests
of the tribe of Levi may endure,’ says
G of Hosts. 5 ‘My covenant with the
priests was for life and peace;23 I granted
them to , to be accepted in awe. And,
indeed, the priests of old stood in awe
of Me, and stood in dread of My Name.
6 The teaching of truth was in the priest’s
mouth, and no wrong was found on his
lips; he walked with Me in peace and
uprightness, and turned many away from
transgression. 7 For the lips of the priest
must guard knowledge because men will
seek instruction from his mouth, since he is the emissary of G of Hosts.’ ”

23.

HAFTARAH FOR TOLDOT



Dedicated in honor of our children

Nathan, Yitzchok,
Moshe Lev,
and Gilana

May you continue to grow in the ways
of our holy Torah

Yuri and Deana Pikover




