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P arashat Vayeira is the second of the two parashiot devoted exclusively to the life 
parashat

Noach, and his later years are chronicled in parashat Chayei Sarah, he appears in 
these parashiot Noach, we see 
him buck the degenerate trend of human history that preceded him and thereby merit 
God’s call to begin the history of the chosen people; in Chayei Sarah, we see him ensure the 
perpetuation of his heritage by passing it on to his successor. Only the parashiot of Lech
Lecha and Vayeira focus directly on Abraham’s life itself.

The fact that Abraham’s life per se is chronicled in two parashiot indicates that it com--
prised two distinct phases. In fact, if we examine the events recorded in these two para--
shiot parashat Vayeira virtually 
everything he did in parashat Lech Lecha. Both parashiot open with him experiencing a rev--
elation of God and receiving the promise of progeny; in both parashiot, his wife Sarah is 
abducted by a gentile king; in both parashiot, he fathers a son, banishes Hagar, and enters 
into treaties; in both parashiot, his righteous behavior is contrasted with the immoral 
behavior of his nephew Lot; in both parashiot, he defends the cities of the plain—in Lech
Lecha against human assailants, and in Vayeira against the Divine decree brought about 
by the cities’ own corruption. It is as if Abraham had to repeat everything he experienced 

parashah
infuse his past accomplishments with a new level of Divine consciousness. 

Since, as we know, the name of every parashah embodies the essence of its content, the 

parashah describing that phase.
The event that divides Abraham’s life into two distinct spiritual periods is his circum--

cision. This event is related at the very end of parashat Lech Lecha, so that Abraham begins 
his life as a circumcised Jew only in parashat Vayeira. It follows, therefore, that Abraham’s 
life prior to circumcision is one of lech lecha
circumcision is one of vayeira parashat Lech Lecha, Abraham 
progresses on his own, steadily ascending the ladder of spiritual progress as far as human 

parashat Vayeira, God appears to him and elevates him to a level of 

Vayeira

Overview



OVERVIEW OF VAYEIRA

True, God appeared to Abraham three times in parashat Lech Lecha,1 but these appear--
ances were veiled and vague in comparison to His appearance in parashat Vayeira.2 The 
reason for this is straightforward enough: until circumcision, Abraham’s progress, as we 
said, was limited by the constraints of his own human nature. He could only go as far 
as his own mind and heart could take him. It was therefore impossible for God to reveal 

of his own being.
What was it about circumcision that changed all this, that enabled Abraham to tran--

scend the limitations of his own humanity and experience a direct revelation of God?

response to God’s explicit directive. The Torah and its traditions were known even before 

servant’s compliance with the will of his master. This is precisely why Abraham did not 
circumcise himself before God called upon him to do so, even though he observed the rest 
of the Torah’s commandments: since circumcising oneself, unlike all the other command--
ments, can only be performed once, once he circumcised himself on his own, he would 
never be able to do so in compliance with an explicit directive from God.

Thus, by circumcising himself in response to God’s explicit command, Abraham 
entered into an entirely new type of relationship with Him. By nullifying his own will 

beforehand. His own ego could now dissolve and cease to interpose between God, on the 
one hand, and his own mind and heart, on the other.

Yet, although circumcision was the only one of the Torah’s commandments that God 

before this, such as leaving his father’s home and moving to the Land of Israel, traveling 
throughout the land, and performing the rites associated with the Covenant between the 
Halves. In each case, Abraham always heeded God’s word. What was it about circumci--

The answer to this question may be found in the way in which God phrased His com--
3 Circumci--

sion is unique among all the commandments in that it alters the body itself. The body’s 
4 circumcision granted 

Abraham control over his erotic drive. Thus, through circumcision, the body can join the 

individual’s relationship with Him.

As we have noted, Abraham began the reversal of the degenerative process that had 
begun with the sin of Adam and Eve and that had continued through the succeeding gen--
erations. The process he set in motion would culminate seven generations later with the 
Giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai.

In order to lay the groundwork for the world’s transformation into God’s home 
through the Giving of the Torah, Abraham had to set an example by his own life. In this 

what would later transpire on a national scale at Mount Sinai. In living out the transition 

1. Genesis 12:7, 15:1, 17:1. 2. Zohar 1:88b, 98a. 3. Genesis 17:13. 4. On 17:1.



OVERVIEW OF VAYEIRA

people whose purpose would be to elevate reality above its natural limitations by reveal--

Once Abraham’s personal transformation became the cornerstone of the national iden--
tity of the Jewish people, it became, in turn, the inheritance of each individual Jew. We 
are all challenged to learn from Abraham’s life. Abraham aspired throughout his lifetime 
to make himself into an ever-more-transparent vehicle for expressing God’s presence in 

there was still more to accomplish—that he had not yet reached true and absolute self-

him—through the commandment of circumcision—to free himself from the constraints 
of human ego.

We, too, should always strive toward higher levels of relationship with God and never 

we should, in parallel, train ourselves to consider them merely a hazy, imperfect version 
of what we ultimately aspire to. When we live our lives this way, we know that God will 
respond to our endeavors and reveal Himself in our lives commensurately.5

5. Likutei Sichot, vol. 10, pp. 49-54.
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Genesis 22:18-24

18

19
Beersheba. Abraham remained for a short time in Beersheba.
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SEVENTH READING

218. 219. 220. Or HaTorah Nach 221. Keter Shem Tov 31. 222. Sefer HaMa’amarim 5720

219 220

Reumah

There was once a person who had many good qualities but 
was unfortunately also arrogant. His friends suggested

he would then be perfect! The man agreed and started act-
ing humbly. At one point, when a fellow was pestering him,

“you are nothing compared to me! Do you know who I am? I 
not only have many good qualities, I also now possess humil-
ity as well!”221

reumah

222



Vayeira



2 Kings 4:1-37

Parashat Vayeira recounts the second phase of career in the of Divine consciousness, in
which he was aided by God’s supernatural help, the greatest expression of which was the birth of his son Isaac
in his and Sarah’s old age. In the parashah, we witness the prophet Elisha dispensing Divine aid to
the widow of Obadiah and to the who, like Sarah, is blessed with a child through Divine
intervention.

4:1 During the reign of the wicked King
Achav over the northern Israel,
his righteous Obadiah
supported the prophets When
necessary, Obadiah borrowed for
this purpose the king’s son,
and paid back with interest.6

Achav died, a certain woman, the wife of
Obadiah, who was one of the disciples of
the prophets, cried out to Elisha, saying,
“Your servant, my husband, is dead, and
you know that your servant feared G
And now a creditor son of
Achav—has come to take my two children
to be his bondmen.”

2 Elisha said to her, “What can I do for
you? Tell me, what do you have in the
house?” She replied, “Your maidservant
has nothing in the house, except for a jug
of oil containing only enough oil to anoint
one person.”

3 He said, “Go and borrow vessels from
outside, from all your neighbors. Do not

with just a few empty vessels.
4 Then, go inside and close the door
behind yourself and your children, for it
is not respectful to God to a and pour oil your jug into all those
vessels, and set aside each full one. Do it this way rather than the jug vessel
to vessel, for God will the jug like a spring, and a spring does not about.”

5 So she him, and closed the door behind herself and her children. They kept
bringing her vessels and she kept pouring.

6 When the vessels were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another vessel,” but he
answered her, “There is no other vessel.” And the oil stopped.

7 She came and told the man of God, asking whether to sell now or wait until the
price rises. He said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your creditor now, for there is enough to pay

your debts even at the present price, and you and your sons will live on the remainder
for the rest of your lives.”

4:1

2

3

4

5

6

7

6. See the  for Vayishlach, below.
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8 One day Elisha visited Shunem, where
there lived a prominent woman, the sister
of Avishag of .7 She urged him to
partake of a meal, and later, whenever he
passed by while visiting the city, he would
stop there for a meal.
9 She said to her husband: “I now perceive
that his man who is continually passing
our way is a holy man of God. I never see
a on his table, nor an of vital
seed on the sheets he has slept on. 10 Let us
now make a walled and set up
for him there a bed, a table, a chair, and a
lamp, so that whenever he comes to us he
will stay there.”
11 One day he came there; he retired to
the and lay down there.
12 He then said to his servant Geichazi,
“Call that Shunamite woman.” He called
her and she stood before him.
13 He said to Geichazi, “Tell her: ‘Look,
you have gone to all this trouble for us.
What can we do for you? Do you want a
word spoken on your behalf to the king,
or to the general of the army?’ ”
She answered, “I live among my own
people. No one I have no need
for intercession with the king or the general
of the ” She
14 He said to Geichazi, “What then can be
done for her?” Geichazi answered, “The
fact is, she has no son, and her husband
is old.”
15 Elisha said, “Call her,” so Geichazi
called her, and she stood in the doorway.
16 He said, “Just as you are alive now, so at this season next year you will be embracing
a son.”
She replied, “No, my master, man of God! Do not prove yourself unreliable to your
maidservant by blessing with a son who will die during . Pray that he live.”
Elisha did not respond to this.
17 The woman conceived and gave birth to a son at the same season the following year,
as Elisha had told her.
18 The child grew up, and one day he went out to his father among the reapers.
19 He said to his father, “My head, my head! I sick in head!” The father said to his
servant, “Carry him to his mother.”

7. 1 Kings 1:3.
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20 He carried him and brought him to his
mother; he sat on her knees until noon,
and he died. 21 She went up to the
laid him on the bed of the man of God,
closed the door, and

22 She called her husband, and said,
“Please send me one of the servants and
one of the donkeys so I can hurry to the
man of God and return.”

23 He said, “Why are you going to him
today? It is neither the nor
the Sabbath, when we are to
go hear the sages teach the Torah.”

She replied, “All is well.”

24 Then she saddled the donkey and said
to her servant, “Urge it ahead! Do not
slow down for me unless I tell you to!”

25 She set out, and came to the man of
God at Mount Carmel. When the man
of God saw her from afar he said to
Geichazi his servant: “Look, there is that
Shunamite woman. 26 Now, please run to
meet her, and ask her, ‘Are you well? Is
your husband well? Is the child well?’ ”

Geichazi asked her all this, and she
answered, “All is well.”

27 When she came to the man of God,
at the mountain, she caught hold of his
feet. Geichazi stepped forward to push
her away, but the man of God said, “Let
her alone, for she is in distress, yet
G has hidden it from me and has not
told me.”

28 Then she said, “Did I ask my master
for a son?! Did I not say, ‘Do not prove yourself unreliable to your Do not
mislead me?’ ”

29 Elisha understood what had happened. He said to Geichazi, “Gird yourself, take my
in your hand, and go; if you meet any man do not greet him, and if any man greets

you do not reply, for if you do, they will ask you where you are going, and you will be
to say, ‘to resurrect a dead person,’ and this is . When you arrive, place

my on the boy’s face.”

30 Elisha wanted to send the with Geichazi, but the boy’s mother said, “As G
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you!”

So Elisha arose and followed her to .

20
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27

28

29

30
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32

33

34
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37

31 Geichazi had gone on ahead of them,
but he did not follow Elisha’s instructions.
To everyone who greeted and asked
where he was going, he said, “My
has sent to resurrect a dead person.”
When he had arrived, he had placed the

on the boy’s face, but there was
neither sound nor response. He returned
to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy has
not awakened.”

32 Elisha came into the house, and there
was the boy, dead, laid out on his bed.
33 So he went inside, closed the door
behind the two of them, and prayed to
God. 34 Then he mounted the bed and lay
upon the child, placing his mouth upon
the child’s mouth, his eyes upon his eyes,
and his palms upon his palms, and spread
himself out over him. And the body of the
child became warm. 35 He stepped down,
walked once up and down the room, then
mounted and again spread himself out
over him. The boy sneezed seven times, and the boy then opened his eyes.

36 Elisha called Geichazi and said, “Call that Shunamite woman.” So he called her, and
when she came to him he said, “Pick up your son.”

37 She came and fell at his feet and prostrated herself on the ground. She then picked
up her son and
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Dedicated in honor of our children

Nathan, Yitzchok,
Moshe Lev,
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May you continue to grow in the ways
of our holy Torah
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